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INTROD^UCTION. 



J > . J * 



« 'Tis in books the chi^f , . - ._. . 
, * , J J ' * >- • 'J t ■> ^ s i t 

One year ago/ dimd* tS^ tares* and jperpfexities of an early 
advent upon a professiolia^ 5^G^^er,*,^e^ Author found time to 
issue a work similar to thfg!^<and't)id>fayor with which it was 
received by the puljliciljai*, tflJw «nooi!fAffed him to repeat the 
enterprise. His chief ,^l3jj9$t;t%i<5(tf,'ft4 "St & now, was to furnish 
Impartial, truthful, and condensed biographical sketches of the 
Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, State Officers, and Members 
of both branches of the Legislature, and in this, at least, he has 
again been eminently successful. The^ork is perfectly reliable, 
even as to the most unimportant dates, and hence becomes as 
much a book of reference as any thing else. 

The necessity of an index to the work, it will be observed, 
lias been entirely obviated by the alphabetical order in which 
the Senators and Members of Assembly have been respectively 
arranged. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES. 



EDWIN D. MORGAN, 

GOVERNOR. 

Mr. Morgan is^ jme, of ih6s^ ^e Jib/ uncommon in 
this country, Tfhptpiirai^; tbelr WuHe» quietly through 
life, doing well and-earne^tly: whatever they undertake. 
His career has beei> t^aS ^i^ it, ^i^GQessf ul merchant, and 
though he has for <nap^^e(&rs:ia](eQ;ardeep interest, anc^ 
an active part, ii^ Si^^^^fCndT-J^^Monal politics, he has 
never held any important public office, except that of 
State Senator, till his promotion to the distinguished 
position he now occupies. 

Gov. Morgan was born in the town of Washington, 
Berkshire County, Mass., on the 8th of February, 1811. 
His father, Jasper Morgan, resided in that town till 
1822, when ho removed with his family to Windsor, 
Connecticut, where he is still living at a ripe old age. 
Until he had reached his seventeenth year, Edwin 
passed his life very much as the sons of New England 
farmers generally do — in tilling the soil and going to 
Bchool. But with his common school education, a capi- 
tal of thirty-seven and half cents, and a firm deter- 
mination to succeed in life, by his industry and integrity, 
he went forth to seek his fortune, in 1828, in Hartford, 
Conn. The young men of the present day will doubt- 
less smile, at hearing that he bound himself to a Hart- 
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ford trader, at a salary of $60 for the first year, $75 
for the second year, and $100 for the third year. But 
during his clerkship, and when only nineteen years of 
age, an incident occurred which exhibits, in a marked 
degree, his real character. A trip to the great city was 
not then made with such facility as ut this time, but as 
he had served for two or three years in the store, and 
acquired the confidence of his employer, he was permit- 
ted to go to New York, and, to combine business with 
pleasure, was intrusted to make sundry purchases of 
tea, sugar, etc., and also corn, which ^as then becoming 
an article of imppf^l lnU*<ssKl df :e|r|[f(TtU .*• The visit was 
made, and Edwihr*i!e turned itl'dtte 4ilite,t coming home 
by the old stage rou<re«: .^§t:bi^ng greeted and wel- 
comed, his employer iuqZiuc^d^iio t&e corn. The price 
was very 6atisfactdlQr,;'ftuir»hili:qm)ioypr doubted if the 
article would be S .^DCki * qt^t]!: ,^i so low a rate. 
Edwin immediately drew a handful, first from one pocket 
and then from another, as samples, and the old gentle- 
man expressed his approbation. It had been usual for 
the dealers to purcase two or three hundred bushels at 
a time, and he then inquired of Edwin as to the quan- 
tity, but was nonplused by the answer, that he had bought 
two cargoes, and that the vessels were probably in the 
river. «* Why, Edwih," said the astonished old gentle- 
man, ** what are we to do with two cargoes of corn ? 
Where can we put it ? Where can we dispose of it ?'* 
♦*0h!'* replied Edwin, ** I have disposed of all that 
you don't want, at an advance ; I have shown the sam- 
ples to Messrs. A. B., who wish three hundred bushels 
C. & Co., three hundred bushels, etc., etc. I could 
have disposed of three cargoes if I had had them. I 
stopped in the stores as I came from the stage office 
and made sales/' 
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It was a new phase, and ont of the old routine , but 
tlie gains and results were not to be questioned* The 
foUo^ng morning Edwin was at the store, as always, 
in season, and had taken the broom to sweep out the 
counting room, when his employer entered. *• I think,** 
said he, << you had better put aside the broom ; we will 
£nd some one else to do the sweeping. A man who can 
go to New York, and on his own responsibility purchase 
two cargoes, and make sale of them without counseling 
with his principal, can be otherwise more advantageously 
employed. It is best that he should become a partner 
in the firm for which he is doing so much." Although 
not of age, he was forthwith taken into partnership, 
and from that day to this, success has marked all his 
operations. 

Shortly after attaining his majority, Gov. Morgan 
was elected a member of the City Oouncil of Hartford. 
In 1833 he was married to Miss Waterman, of that 
place, by whom he has one surviving child — a son of 
mature years ; and in Dec. 1836, removed to the city of 
New York, where he established himself as a wholesale 
grocer. He was prudent, and used his small capital — 
$4000— rwith sagacity and discretion. He was thus en- 
abled to pass through the trying times of 1837-'42 with- 
out disaster, and gradually to increase his fortune, until 
now he ranks among the richest merchants of the city, 
the house of E. D. Morgan & Co., standing among the 
first in New York. He occupied a prominent position in 
that city for many years before he cared about assuming 
public duties. At length, in 1849, at the request of 
many gentlemen of his political faith, he became a mem. 
ber of the Board of Assistant Aldermen. In that year, 
as is well known, the cholera broke out and raged with 
fearful violence throughout the metropolis. At that 
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time lie was one of the Sanitary Commmittee, and upon 
him devolved particularly the duty of providing hospi- 
tals for the sick ; but instead of leaving the city, and 
seeking safety and repose in the country, he remained 
at his post, and for nearly four months devoted a large 
share of each day to administering to the wants of the 
afHicted. 

In 1850, G-ov. Morgan was elected to the Senate from 
the city of New York, and was re-elected in 1862. He, 
at once, distinguished himself in that body as a correct 
business man, speaking rarely but to the point, and de- 
voting himself assiduously to the less obtrusive but more 
useful duties of his position. Since the organization of 
the Kepublican party, he has been one of its most hon- 
ored and active members. He was for some years chair, 
man of the Whdg State Central Committee, and was, up to 
the time of his nomination for Governor, chairman of the 
Kepublican State Central Committee, which position he 
had occupied since the organization of that party. He 
was one of the officers of the Pittsburg National Con- 
vention in the winter of 1855, which was the first prac- 
tical step taken for the establishment of the National 
character of the Kepublican party, and was then chosen 
chairman of the National Committee, a post which he 
still holds. He occupied the position of one of the Com. 
missioners of Emigration some two years, but resigned 
the place after his election as Governor. 

• It may, perhaps, be creditable to Gov. Morgan here 
to state, that more than eighteen years ago, when public 
sentiment was just beginning to arouse on the subject 
of temperance, he became convinced that the traffic in 
intoxicating liquors was wrong, and though not then 
nor now a professed temperance man, he and his firm 
from that time abandoned the sale of wines and liquors, 
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'Which was then universally considered a legitimate part 
of a grocer's business. 

In person the Governor is tall and stoutly built, 
with strongly marked features, and exhibits a uniform 
habit of devoting himself earnestly and efficiently to 
the discharge of his official duties. Although possess- 
ing enlarged and liberal views, he usually forms his own 
opinions, and though not having a college education, is 
thoroughly acquainted with the history of the country 
and her civil and religous institutions. The duties of 
his office will doubtless be fulfilled during his term of 
service with conscientiousness, promptness, and fidelity 
to those political tenets of which he is an ardent and 
prominent adherent. 



ROBERT CAMPBELL. 

LIEUTENANT GOVEBNOR. 

Lieut. Gov. Campbell is a native of the pleasant 
little village of Bath, Steuben county, N. Y., where he 
was born in the year 1809, and where he now resides. 
He is a son of the late Eobert Campbell, Sr., who died 
in 1849, and who emigrated to this country from Scot, 
land, and settled in the town of Bath, as early as 1794. 
He followed the honest occupation of a farmer, and 
was, in every respect, a fair ' representative of the very 
best type of Scottish character. 

Mr. Campbell was educated chielly at the Geneva 
Academy and College. He then received a thorough 
course of legal training, and at once entered upon the 
practice of law, in his native village, where he has 
always since been engaged in his profession, with the 
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exception of a short time which he passed at Aubnni. 
As a lawyer he is sagacious and able, and although 
making no pretensions to forensic display, never fails to 
express himself with plainness and force. He possesses a 
clear, strong, logical mind, and is liberal,' though tena- 
cious, in the maintainance of his own opinions. He is 
now engaged in farming and in the pursuit of his profes- 
sion, and has been eminently successful in both. Al- 
though not ambitious of political notoriety, he has been 
an active and very influential politician in the county of 
Steuben, from his early youth up. He has an unfeigned 
aversion to office, prefering to devote himself exclu- 
sively to the private management of his party, in which 
he has proven himself an adept, and has almost inva- 
riably refused to allow his name to be used for that 
purpose. He was, however, a member of the Consti- 
tutional Convention of 1846, where he took a prominent 
and influential part in behalf of the notorious <* Stop 
and Tax Law," and is now a Begent of the University. 
He was always a bold, fearless, and uncompromising 
member of the Democratic party until the Buffialo 
schism, when he became identified with the friends of 
Mr. Van Buren, many of whom have since, like himself, 
joined the Republican ranks. 

Mr. Campbell's personal appearance is that of a man 
who is in the full enjoyment of matured intellectual 
powers and a sound, unimpaired physical constitution. 
He is rather below the medium size, with dark blue 
eyes, dark brown hair, head and features finely formed, 
and has a cool andTdeliberate, though firm and uncom- 
promising, expression of countenance which at once 
gives assurance of the man. He is married, and occu- 
pies a deservedly high position both in the social and 
political world. He has now just barely entered upon 
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his new and responsible position of presiding officer of 
the Senate, but will doubtless soon prove himself a 
worthy successor of such distinguished men as De Witt 
Clinton, John Taylor, Erastus Root, Edward P. Liv- 
ingston, Daniel S. Dickinson, Hamilton Fish, and San* 
ford E. Church. 
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STATE OFFICEES. 



GIDEON J. TUCKER, 

SECRETARY OF STATE. 

Mr. Tucker was born in the Fifth Ward of New 
York city ( *' beneath the shadow of old St. John's 
church steeple " as he is accustomed to sayj in the 
year 1827, and is the youngest State officer ever elected 
or appointed in the State. His father's family are of 
English extraction, having been among the early settlers 
of Maryland, and on his mother's side he is of *< New 
York Dutch " descent. 

Mr. Tucker received a classical education, and entered 
for the bar. He read law in the offices of Francis B. 
Cutting and Stephen Cambreleng, and received his 
license to practice, from the Supreme Court, in 1848. 
He was, however, early allured from the rigid profession 
of the law into the more enticing pursuit of politics. 
While a law student, he had taken no inconsiderable 
interest in the partisan affairs of the day, and espe- 
cially during the sessions of the Constitutional Conven- 
tion in 1846, had frequently contributed to the news- 
paper discussions to which its action gave rise. In this 
and the following year he was constantly writing for the 
political press, almost always anonymously. 

In 1851 Mr. Tucker was nominated for the Assembly, 
in the ward ( forming by itself an Assembly District ) 
in which he was born, which was then one of the strongest 
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Whig districts in the city. He was defeated, though 
running far in advance of his ticket. In the same year 
he suffered a more important, and, indeed, overwhelm- 
ing pecuniary reverse, by the decision of the Court of 
Appeals, upon a law suit involving the will of a relative 
under which he was a considerable legatee. He then 
abandoned the law, perhaps in disgust, and seeking other 
employment, solicited and received from Comptroller 
Wright an appointment to a clerkship in his office at 
Albany. 

In the Oomptiroller's department Mr. Tucker spent 
over a year at the desk, adding to his income meanwhile 
by contributions to the Albany Argus, then edited by 
Sherman Croswell. In the mean time the division in 
the Democratic rai^s had widened, and while the Comp- 
troller adhered to the section known as the *< Softs," 
Mr. Tucker, with the Argus, belonged to that called 
the << Hards." Not deeming it honorable for him to 
retain his position in Mr. Wright's office, under such 
circumstances, Mr.^ Tucker resigned ; and while the 
Comptroller accepted the resignation, he most gene- 
rously and oourteously expressed his regret at the sepa- 
ration, and the personal intercourse of the two gentlemen 
Las always remained <» the kindest and most friendly 
footing. 

Mr. Tucker was soon after tendered a valuable 
appointment by Collector Bronson, in the New York 
Custom House, but, preferring an editorial to an official 
position, he purchased the interest of Edwin Croswell 
in " The Albany Argus," and fully entered the edito- 
rial list, to take part in the eonfiict of factions which 
followed. During 1853 and 1854, his pen was active 
in the political columns of the Argus. He was one of 
Ihe ^earliest and boldest champions of the Kansas- 
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Nebraska bill, whiob he defended with much leal. After 
the defeat of Judge Brooson, as the ]>emooratic candi* 
date for Goyenior, in 1854, kowever, Messrs. Croswell 
& Tucker were compelled to part witii thrir interest in 
the ArguSt and the latter returned to his native city, 
where he founded and began to edit the New York 
Daily News, This paper immediately took rank as 
the leading organ of the << Haurd " wing of the Demo- 
cratic party. 

In 1856 Mr. Tucker was chosen one of the delegatest 
from his section of the state, to attend the Cincinnati 
Presidential convention. While actively raiployed in 
the exciting campaign which followed, he was compelled 
hy failing health to temporarily withdraw from his edi- 
torial labors, and his retirement from the New8 was an. 
nounced in the cidumns of that paper on ike 1st of Sep- 
tember, 1856. Believed from this incessant care and 
responsibility, he rapidly recovered his hAlth, and a 
winter spent at Washington, in more genial climate, 
quite restored it. In tiie spring of 1857 he was unani. 
mously elected one of tke ** Sackems" of the Tammany 
society, doubtless the most influential political associa- 
tion in the United States. This election of Mr. Tuck* 
er is said to be the first unanimous eleetion of a *< Sa- 
chem" to be found in the records of that society. 

In the Democratic State convention, which assembled 
at Syracuse on the 10th of September, 1857, Mr. Tuck- 
er's name was brought forward with unusual unanimity, 
for the nomination of Secretary of State. There were 
double delegations from New York city, contesting each 
other's right to seats, and dissentients upon all other 
questions, but every delegate claiming to represent that 
city was friendly to Mr. Tucker's nomination. Dele- 
gates from the rural districts were equally unanimous in 
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his &Yor, and be ^eeeiTed, Bprnci the eall of the roll, 
the votes of one hundred and twenty of the one hundred 
and twenty eight delegates oomposing the ecmvention, a 
most flattering and oneqmTOcal oompliment. The cam- 
paign which followed is fresh in the recollection of all. 
Mr. Tucker received the highest vote esst for any can. 
didate upon the state tidcet, and was elected by the 
largest plurality. 

Mr. Tucker is a man of courteous and affable de- 
meaner^ but frank in his manners and expressions. In 
political matters he is prompt, decided and inflexible. 
Whether he has been <m the right or the wrong side 
in polities, it belongs not here to discoas, but this much 
may safely be averred — ^he has always been on the same 
side. Like most men c^ the pen, he is not an orator, a 
natural diffidence preventing him from speech-making. 
He is a rapid and accurate reporter, and his reports of 
Legislative proceedings in the Argus of 1853 and '54 
w^e considered inferior only to those of Mr. Groswell. 
As an editor he holds a distingiushed rank. His writ- 
ings are brilliant and argumentative, while free from 
personal aerimony and virulence. Among the members 
of the editorial pnrfession, of all politics and all shades 
of opinion^ he is universally and deservedly popular, 
and there are perhaps few m^i in public life who can 
boast a wider eirele of personal friends. He entered, at 
the age of thirty, upon the administration of an office, 
which has numbered among its many illustrious incum- 
bents, su,ch statesmen as John A. Dix, John 0. Spencer. 
Samuel Young, and Nathanial S. Benton. This dis* 
tinction he had bravely won for himself, at so unusual 
an age, by consistency of principle and fidelity to friends. 

Mr, Tucker's administration at the office he holds has 
been eminently satisfactory. His courtesy, promptness. 
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and liberality commend him to all. As a member of 
the Canal Board he has advocated, at all times, the 
reduction of toUs upon frieghts to the very lowest prac- 
ticable figure, and it was by his efforts that the great 
reduction of tolls in the spring of 1858 was carried 
through the Board. The result of the measure has 
more than met the expectations of its advocates, the 
aggregate of tolls having increased some $65,000, in 
spite of the diminution of rates. Business has been 
attracted to the Canals whieh the high tariff of toll is 
claimed to have driven to the railroads. 

Mr. Tucker, along with his colleague the Comptroller, 
has also been the means of effecting a saving in the 
expenditure for legislative printing, of some $50,000 
annually, and a contract to that effect has been signed 
by them. This last named sum, it should be remem- 
bered, would alone pay the salary of the Secretary of 
State for ttrenty years. 

Mr. Tucker, in addition to these high public services, 
has introduced many reforms and improvements into the 
administration of his office. Business is systematized, 
till its ezeeutioB almost resembles the working of 
machinery^ The annual reports are ready long before 
their usual time. The daily work is finished up with a 
regularity and rapidity new to the State Hall. Every 
body works as the Secretary himself works — ^like an 
editor — that is to say, unintermittingly. 

Mr. Tucker will retire at the expiration of his present 
term of office, on the 1st of January, 1860, with the 
reputation, everywhere admitted, of a faithful, efficient, 
and economical public servant. 
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SANFORD E. CHURCH. 

COMPTROLLER. 

Mr. Charoh is « native of Milford, Otsego eonnty, 
N. Y., where he was bom on the 18th of April, 1815. 
He is of English descent, and his parents were origin* 
ally from Connecticut. When he was quite young his 
father remoyed to Monroe county, and in 1834 to 
Orleans county where he still resides. Mr. Church 
reeeived an acadenical education principally at the Mon- 
ree academy, and at the age of twenty, located himself 
at Albion, Orleans county, where he has always since 
lived. He was a deputy in the county clerk's office, at 
that place, during which time he began the study of law, 
and in the spring of 1888 entered the law office of B. 
S. Bessac, with whom he oommenoed to practice as a 
partner in 1840. In 1841 he was elected a member 
of the Assembly from Orleans county, which then con- 
Biitttted a single district, against a majority the prev- 
ious year of seven hundred. The Legislature of 1842 
included among its members such men as John A. Diz, 
Michael Hoffman, Horatio Seymour, Levi 8. Chatfield, 
and George B. Davis, of Troy, and was decidedly the 
ablest legislative body ever assembled in the State. 
Although the youngest member in the House, Mr. 
Church' immediately took a prominent part in all its 
deliberations, and was chiefly instrumental in the selec. 
tion of George P. Barker, of Buffalo, as Attorney 
General. He was a warm personal friend of Mr. Barker, 
and at once entered into the contest with great enthasiasm, 
tempered with caution and cool judgment. The fact 

that he had been elected from a county politically 

2 
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opposed to him, and in the eighth district, waere u was 
supposed no Democrat ever could be elected to the leg- 
islature, counteracted the effect of his youthful appear, 
ance, and his strong common sense and consummate tact 
were soon manifest to the sagacious politicians then at 
Albany. When it was moyed in the Democratic caucus 
to proceed to ballot for Attorney General, he arose and 
offered a resolution that the representation from each 
Senate district should cast the number of votes of the 
members of the legislature from the district. The res* 
olution was offered, not with a view to its passage, but 
to impress upon the caucus the claims of Western New 
York and thereby those of Mr. Barker. He then 
addressed the caucus (m his resolution, with marked 
ability and earnestness, depicting the struggles of the 
Democracy in that portion of the State for a quarter 
of a century, with overwhelming majorities against 
them, unable to have, from year to year, a single voice 
in a Democratic legislative caucus, and deprived of all 
participation in the election of officers who then received 
their appointment from the legislature. He appealed 
to the magnanimity of the members of the caucus to do 
an act of justice to a meritorious class of fellow Demo- 
crats, and his appeal met a most magnanimous response. 
As soon as he had closed his remarks, the Hon. George 
liathbon, who was a prominent candidate, went to his 
friends, requesting them to vote for Mr. Barker, and 
many who were before doubtful, at once avowed them- 
selves in favor of his support. The current was 
irresistibly turned in his favor, and notwithstanding the 
great and prominent names and influences that were 
arraigned against him, he received the nomination, on 
the third ballot, and the result of the contest was 
received with the best feeling in every quarter. For 
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big agency in this nomination Mr. Chnrob reoeiTed from 
Mr. Barker the title of <* the Pemooratic Member from 
the Eighth,*' by which designation he was known during 
the remainder of the session. * 

In 1844, Mr. Ghorch entered into partnership with 
Noah Davis, Jr., and continned with him in the practiee 
of the law until May, 1857, when the latter was 
appointed a Justice of the Supreme Court by Ooy. 
King. He has succeeded in his practice in securing 
the entire confidence of the people of his own county 
and throughout that section of the State. He is proud 
of his profession and ambitious to excel in it, and yet 
he has progressed so far in public life as to render it 
difficult to return. He was, also, in 1844 one of the 
delegates from this State to the Democratic National 
Ooavention at Baltimore, and warmly advocated the 
nomination of Mr. Van Buren, but after his defeat, 
cordially and zealously supported the nominee of the 
Convention, as did all the friends of Mr. Van Buren in 
New York. 

In 1845 Mr. Church was appointed District Attor- 
ney of Orleans county. In 1846 he was a candidate 
for Congress against Gov. Hunt, in what was then a 
very strong Whig district, and although defeated, ran 
fur ahead of his ticket. At the first election under the 
new constitution, in 1847, he was elected District At. 
tomey of his county by five hundred majority. In 184d 
he was the candidate of his party for the Senate against 
Alonzo S. Upham, in the eighth district, then compris- 
ing the counties of Orleans, Genesee and Niagara, and 
although defeated, received majorities in Niagara and 
Orleans, which were then strong Whig counties. When 
Horatio Seymour was nominated for Governor, in 1850, 
he was placed upon the same ticket as a candidate for 
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Lientenant-GoYomor, and was elected by about eigki 
thousand majority, while Washington Hunt defeated 
Mr. Seymour by between two and three hnndred yotes. 
In 1852 he was again nominated for Lieutenant-Gor- 
emor, and was re-elected with Gov. Seymour, who was 
again placed upon the ticket as the 'Democratic candi- 
date for Governor. At this election Mr. Church re- 
ceived two hundred and seventy-five thousand votes, 
which was a larger number than any other candidate 
had ever before received in the State. He declined a 
nomination for Lieutenant-Governor in 1854, and re* 
turned to the practice of his profession which he had 
never entirely relinquished, during his whole political 
oareer. In 1856 he was a candidate for Congress, but 
owing to the Kansas excitement which then swept over 
the North like a whirlwind, was of course defeated. 
The Democratic State convention, at Syracuse, in 1857, 
nominated him, against his own wishes, with unusual 
unanimity, for the office of Comptroller, and he wito 
triumphantly elected. 

In 1848, when the Democratic party became divided, 
•Mr. Church supported Mr. Van Buren for the Presidency 
against Gen. Cass, the nominee of the Democratic con- 
vention, and during all the divisions of the Democ- 
racy he has acted with the Radical, or Barnburner por- 
tion of the party, exercising all his influence, however, 
at all times, to restore peace and harmony to its dis. 
tracted councils. Although firm and decided in his 
political opinions, and tenacious of party attachments, 
lie is courteous to his political adversaries, and tempers 
his zeal with such discretion as never to render him per- 
sonally obnoxious to his opponents. One of the strong, 
est evidences of this is furnished by the fact, thai imme. 
diately after his election to his present position in the 
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ftdministraUon of the State goyemment, the prominenl 
citizens of Orleans county, without distinction of partj, 
honored Um with an inyitation to a pnblic dinner, 
which he accepted, and in which they speak as follows ; 

<*As representative of our county in the popular 
branch of the State Legislature ; as Lieutenent-GoT. 
ernor and President of the Senate ; as a member and 
|Hresiding officer of the Canal Board, and in every pub- 
lie positon to which you have been called, you have dia* 
played fidelity to your trust and signal ability ; and 
although some of us have differed, and still differ with 
you on questions of principle and measures of poliey^ 
none of us have doubted the purity of your motives, or 
the integrity of your actions. 

But it is chiefly in private life and in your profess* 
ienal relations Uiat you have won the confidence and 
esteem of youf immediate neighbors." 

Mr. Church was married in October, 1840, to Miss' 
Aim Wild, formerly of New Hampshire, by whom h« 
has two children. He attends the Episcopal churi)]^ 
and altiiougk not a regular member of that denomina* 
tion, is always deeply interested in whatever pertains 
to its permanent prosperity^ He is a man above the 
medium sixe, with a robust and vigorous frame, and is 
apparently the very personification of good health. He 
ranks high as an orator, and his voice has often been 
raised in different portions of the State in behalf of th# 
doctrines of the great Democratic party« 
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ISAAC V. VANDERPOEL, 

TREASURES. 

Mr. Yanderpoel was bom in 1814, in Kinderhook, 
Oolombia county, New York, and is a descendant of 
one of the oldest families in the State. His great- 
grand-father emigrated from. Holland as earlj as 1609, 
and settled on Long Island. He was among the ear^ 
liest residents of what is now the State of New York, 
as the Documentary History of the State will show. 

The subject of this sketch is the son of the late 
Benjamin Yanderpoel, of Kinderhook, an original 
*< Buck- Tail" Democrat of the old school, who has 
held several offices of honor and emolument in Colum- 
bia county. He was appointed Sheriff under the old 
Council of Appointment, by Gk>T. George Clinton, with 
whom he was on intinwte terms. The Yanderpoel 
family was of the genuine Knickerboeker stock, and 
their associations were with the Yan Bnrens, the Yan 
Bensselaers, the Yan Nesses, the Livingstons, the Yan 
Sohaacks, the Yan Dycks, and others, whose names and 
reputations are part and parcel of the history of the 
State. 

Mr. Yanderpoel was educated at the ELinderhook 
aeademy, under the tuition of Levi Q-leason. Among 
bis classmates were the Hon. Isaac A. Yerplanck, of 
Buffalo, and H. H. Yan Dyck, of Albany — gentlemen 
who speak in high terms of the thoroughness and prac- 
tical character of the instruction they receiyed at this 
institution. Mr. Yanderpoel completed the full course 
of study here, and graduated with credit. Soon after, 
he entered the law office of Messrs. J. & A. Yanderpoel, 
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in his natiye Tillage, where, for four years, be read law 
and made occasional demonstrations in the way of prao- 
tice. At the expiration of this time, he went to New 
York city, to complete his legal studies, and was admit- 
ted to the office of Price & Sears, a firm well known to 
the profession as one of high reputation. At the Octo- 
ber term of the Supreme Court, in 1834, he was admit- 
ted to the bar, and immediately removed to the town of 
Aurora, in Erie county, where he became a partner of 
P. M. Yosburgh, now the Clerk of that county. After 
practicing in Aurora two ye^rs, he went to Buffalo and 
formed a law partnership with F. P. Steyens, who was 
then a Democrat. 

In 1837, at the time of the Patriot war, Mr. Yan- 
derpoel was appointed Brigade Inspector of the 47th 
raiment of the New York State Militia, by Ooy. 
Marcy, which office he held eight years. He is said to 
haye discharged his military duties with promptness and 
gallantry, and touniyersal satisfaction. In 1838, when 
Erie county was one Assembly district, and when the 
Democratic party was in a deplorahle minority, he was 
a candidate for the Assembly, and ran ahead of his 
ticket. In those days the most sanguine Democrat 
scarcely dared to dream of ** the good time coming,'* 
when the county should be emancipated from the rule 
of the opposition, and roll up a respectable Democratic 
majority. From this time until 1847, he declined to 
be a candidate, but neyer failed to be heard on the 
stump in behalf of Democratic principles. He was 
then again nominated for the Assembly, and came as 
near an election as a straight Democrat then could.. 
He has been a delegate to State conyentions twelve 
different times from Erie county, and has always occu- 
pied a prominent position in the Democratic party. 
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During the administration of Franklin Pierce he wmb 
recommended by both branches of the legislature, bj- 
Gov. Seymour, and by prominent gentlemen in the party 
throughout the State, for Charge d' Affairs to the Hagae, 
but it was not his good- fortune to be rotated in^ il. 
being, probably, thought advisable to keep the working 
Democrats at home. 

In the fall of 1856, Mr. Yandevpoel was nominatad 
on the Democratic Presidential electoral ticket for hift 
district, but, unfortunately for the Democratic party^ 
he and thirty-three other sound Democrats were 
deprived of the privilege of casting their votes in the 
electoral capacity for Mr. Buchanan. He took a very 
active part throughout the whole campaign, and besides 
speaking in nearly every ward in Buffalo, and every 
town in Erie county, canvassed largely in several other 
counties in Western New York and in Pennsylvania. 
He has always been popular with the masses as a speaker. 
With a clear perception of the issues involved, a luoid 
style of speaking, and a pleasing address, he combines 
an agreeable modicum of pleasantry, so that he never 
fails to attract and hold the attention of his auditors. 

Mr. Yanderpoel was not an applicant for the office 
which he now holds, but the Democratic convention, 
which nominated him, recognizing the proud positi<« 
of Erie county in the party, and taking into considera** 
tion the fact, that after so many years of Whig rule, 
she had elected the only Democratic Congressman west 
of Albany, could not refuse to place his name upon the 
ticket as a compliment to that county. He was accord* 
ingly nominated by acclamation, and was triumphantly 
elected by a handsome plurality of votes. 

Daring the past year he has faithfully discharged 
the duties of the office^ exhibiting a degree of financial 



iaoi uid ability nrelj smriMflied, and will doabftleas 
close bis official career wiib a repntatiim equal to any 
of bis difltingoisbed piedeeeflBon. 

He^is one of tbe .finesi lotddng mea at ibe Stale 
eajatal, bdng tall and well propoiiioiied, witb a fall, 
rosy face, and a firank, open and intelligent countenance, 
and it is not a little remarkable, tbat a gentleman of 
Us fine personal appearanoe, and ezoeUent disposition 
and manner sbonld neyer yet bare entered into a matri- 
monial alliaaee. 



LYMAN TREMAIN. 

ATTOBHET GENEBAL. 

Mr. Tremain was bora on tbe 14tb of June, 1819, 
in Diirbam, Greone coonty, N. Y., a tbriving agricnl- 
toral town, situated beneatb tbe sbadow of tbe Gatskill 
mountains, about twenty miles west of tbe Hudson 
xiy^. His fatber, Levi Tremain, witb bis wife, emi- 
grated to tbat place, in 1812, from Berksbire county, 
Mass., a section of country to wbicb any one migbt 
well be proud to* trace bis ancestry, and to wbicb may 
be referred many of tbe bxigbtest intellects now to be 
found in many portions of tbe country. His parents, 
wbo are still living, are distinguisbed in a more tban 
ordinary degree for ibe sbrewdness and intelligence of 
tbeir fatberland, mingled witb a bumor and sprigbtli- 
ness but seldom found in tbose wbo bave passed tbe 
meridian of life. His grandfatber, Natbanial Tremain, 
wbo died only a few years since at Pittsfield, Mass., 
was a Revolutionary soldier, and baving contributed 
bis full sbare of service to tbe purcbase of American 
freedom, turned bis attention, at tbe close of tbe war, 
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to the honest and qniet occupation of the husbandman, 
which he followed during the remainder of his days. . 
The only means of education enjoyed by Mr. Tre« 
main, were those afforded by the common and select 
schools of his native town and the Kinderhook academy* 
He wsB, however, a faithful and diligent scholar, 
always taking the lead in his studies, and at the close 
of his academic career, had acquired a far better eduea* 
tion than most of the young men at Uie present day 
possess at the end of a regular college course. In 
1834, although then but fifteen years of age he entered 
the law office of John O'Brien, of Durham, as a student 
at law, and immediately commenced trying causes ia 
Justices' Courts, not only in his own county, but in the 
counties of Schoharie, Albany, and Deleware, in which 
he was very successful, acquiring great skill in the 
management of all the cases entrusted to him. At 
these trials crowds always flocked, as they said, << to 
hear the boy plead law," and seldom failed to be 
amazed at tne skill and ingenuity with which he, at so 
young an age, conducted his causes. Diiring this est6B<* 
sive practice, however, his studies were by no means 
neglected, and no student ever attended more closely to 
them, as an evidence of which, it is said, that while pur* 
suing the ordinary course of studies, he read throi:^ 
every volume of Cowen's and Wendell's reports — a task 
from which older heads might well shrink in despair. 
After leaving the office of Mr. O'Brien, he passed a 
few months with Samuel Sherwood, an eminent lawyer 
in New York city, and was then at the age of twenty- 
one, admitted to practice in the Supreme Court of New 
York. His fame as a lawyer having already become 
extensive, he immediately eiltered upon a large and lucra^ 
tive practice, in his own, and the adjoining counties. 
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Early in life Mr. Tremain embarked on the exciting 
and stormy sea of politics, and, nnlike many others, 
has sucoessfolly guided his hark in safety, amid the 
dangers, seen and unseen, peculiar to that troubled 
ocean. His yoiee was heard and his pen known and 
felt on all suitable occasions, and contributed in no 
small degree to the advancement of the principles of 
the Democratic party in his county and State — a party 
of which he has always been a warm, ardent, and con- 
sistent supporter. His resolutions, speeches, and ad- 
dresses eyinced a knowledge of history, of public and 
political affairs, and a maturity of judgment but seldom 
surpassed by the older veterans of his party, and his 
fame became so well known that his voice and pen were 
often, subsequently, called by his party to other por- 
tions of the State, to take an active part in the various 
political contests between the two great parties of the 
country. 

At the early age of twenty-three Mr. Tremain was 
nominated by the Democracy of his native town as a 
candidate for Supervisor. The town was then strongly 
Whig, but notwithstanding this, and the old maxim, 
that a ** prophet is not without honor save in his own 
country," he was triumphantly elected by a handsome 
majority. In February, 1846, he was appointed Dis- 
trict Attorney of Greene county. The county judges 
were divided by the divisions which then distracted the 
Democratic party, but they all united in conferring the 
appointment upon him. An unusual amount of import, 
ant criminal business fell to his lot during the brief 
period which he held the office, but he discharged it 
with an energy and fidelity that elevated him still higher 
as a lawyer in the estimation of the people and his asso- 
ciates at the bar. In 1847 he received the regular 
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nomination of his party as a ciindidate for thfo offioe of 
County Jttdg^, and was elected at the judicial election 
in June of that year. In his election to this office, 
which embraced thict of Surrogate, he had a Whig and 
Democratic competitor, both of whom were popular and 
leading men in the county, and resided at the county 
seat, which gaye them a great advantage ; but he wai 
elected by a large majority over both, and a majority 
over the regular Opposition candidate of twelve hundred, 
which was a larger majority than was ever given in the 
county when the Democratic party was united. He 
was again nominated for the same office in 1850, and 
although, by throwing out the returns of one election 
district, on the ground of fraud, the canvassers awarded 
him an election, be declined, under the circumstances, 
to accept the office, in an address to the people of the 
county, which was satisfactory to them and creditable 
to himself. In Nov., 1853, he removed from Greene 
county, and locating himself in Albany, where he still 
resides, formed a law partnership with the Hon. Bufns 
W. Peckham, of that place, which still exists, and con* 
tinned his practice with increased success. His reputa- 
tion as a lawyer now increased more rapidly than ever, 
and in the fall of 1857, he was nominated, with great 
unanimity, by the Democratic State convention at Syra* 
cuse, as a candidate for Attorney General. The con. 
test which followed, and in which he took an active 
part, addressing large meetings at different prominent 
points in the State, was spirited and enthusiastic, and 
although, according to the result of the Presidential 
election the year previous, his party was greatly in the 
minority, he was successful by a plurality of upwards 
of sixteen thousand. He has thus far proven himself 
an excellent public officer. 
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Mr. Tremain gave unmistakable eyidenoe, yerj earlj 
in life, of more than ordinary capacity as a speaker, 
and now oocnpies a prominent position before the conn- 
try as a first class orator. When only fourteen years 
of age, he delivered im original speech at the semi- 
annnal exhibition of the Kinderhook academy, which 
was loudly applanded and nniyersally admired. He 
possesses a load, shrill voice, combined with a good 
artieolation, and that self-possession, easy flow of lan- 
guage. Mid earnestness of manner, which are so essen- 
tial in the real orator, and whether before a jury, the 
ooiirt, or a promisenoos audience, rarely fails to inflnence 
the will and the judgment of his hearers. To this he 
adds an obliging disposition and^cbnrteous manner, and 
is thus generally rendered popular wherever he is known. 
He is truly a striking example of the influence of repub- 
lican institutions, in assigning to genius and talent their 
proper station and reward ; and being now only in the 
prime of life, with a large robust frame, and a sound 
vigorous constitution, he has, doubtless, still before him 
a long oareer of usefulness and honor. 



VAN R. RICHMOND, 

STATE ENGINEER AND SURVEYOR. 

Hr. Richmond was born in January, 1812, in the 
town of Preston, Chenango county, N. T. He is the 
eldest son of Oliver Richmond, a farmer in that county, 
who died at an advanced age, in 1853. He received a 
good practical business education at the Oxford academy, 
in Ohenango county, and as early as 1834, when quite 
a young man, received from the state the appointment 
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of ehainman in the engineering force engaged npon the 
Chenango canal, which was then in process of constrnc- 
tion. Here he remained until 1837, gradually rising in 
point of rank, when he was appointed Resident Engi- 
neer on the Erie canal, and was located at Lyons, where 
he now resides. In 1842, his location was changed 
from this place to Syracuse, when he took charge of 
&e entire Middle Division of the New York State canals, 
under Jonas Earll and Daniel P. Bissell, as Canal Com- 
missioners. In 1848 he resigned this position, and 
accepted an appointment on the Oswego railroad. It 
was decided about this time, by the Whig Canal board, 
to run an independent line for the enlarged canal from 
Jordan to the Cayuga marshes ; but they had no man 
in their employ to whom they felt safe in entrusting the 
work, and after canvassing the merits of all the engi- 
neers of the State, an appointment for the execution of 
the task, in a seperate capacity, was tendered to Mr. 
Richmond. He accepted, and immediately entered upon 
the work. He submitted a line for the canal, and a 
plan for the aqueduct across the Seneca river, which 
were adopted, and the work was immediately put under 
contract. This aqueduct is doubtless the most import- 
ant structure on the Erie canal, and fittingly attests the 
skill and genius of its originator. 

In 1850, when Mr. Richmond had satisfactorily 
arranged the plan of this noble piece of work across 
the Seneca river, he resigned his position, to take the 
appointment of Division engineer of the Syracuse and 
Rochester direct railroad, in which capacity he was 
engaged until 1852, when, at the instance of Wm. J. 
McAlpine, he was appointed Division engineer of the 
Middle Division of the New York State canals. In the 
fall of 1853, a Whig Canal board was again elected. 
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including the Hon. John T. Clark, as State Engineer. 
As Mr. Kiohmond had always been a Democrat, strong 
efforts were made to accomplish his removal ; hut Mr. 
Clark refused to give his sanction to the measure and 
he was retained — a circumstance as creditable to Mr. 
Clark as it was complimentary to Mr. Richmond. In 
the winter of 1856, the American party came into pos- 
session of the Canal board, and being a Democrat, he 
was removed from office for the first and only time in his 
life. From that period he lived in retirement at his home 
in Lyons, until he was nominated and elected to the dis- 
tinguished position of State Engineer and Surveyor, which 
he has held with such distinguished ability the past year. 

During the twenty years Mr. Richmond has been in 
the bervice of the State as an engineer, he has proven 
himself equal to any in industry, integrity, and fidelity 
to the interests of the people, and there is scarcely more 
than one, perhaps, in the State, who can surpass him in the 
line of his profession. He is well calculated to adorn the 
responsible office which he now holds, and while prevent- 
ing, in a great measure, the fraud and corruption hitherto 
too often practiced at the connivance of some of his pre- 
decessors, he has made, thus far, an eminently honest and 
economical disbursement of the public moneys falling into 
his hands for the prosecution of the various enterprises 
connected with the great canal works of the State. 

In 1837, Mr. Richmond was married to Miss Anna 
A. Dennison, who died in the spring of 1854, and by 
whom he has three children living. In person he is tall 
and slender, though having the indications of an ability 
for more than ordinary physical endurance ; has light 
hair, light blue eyes, fair complexion, and a quick, active 
step, denoting a restless, working mind. He is one of the 
rare men whom dignity and fortune do not spoil. 
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SENATORS. 



CHENEY AMES. 

Senator Ames was bom in 1808, in the town of Meae- 
ico» Oswego county, N. Y. His parents, yrhd migrat* 
ed from Connecticut with a small family, were among 
the first settlers of that then wilderness, and were sub* 
ject to all the privations, toil, and difficulties peooliar 
to a pioneer life, haying to go a great distance to mill, 
and being without schools, churches, or any of tihose 
8oci9>l advantages we now enjoy. The limited meass 
and scanty requital of their hardy labor deprived them, 
not only of many of the ordinary comforts of life, but 
rendered it necessary for the children of a subsequently 
numerous family, consisting of four sisters and sey^n 
brothers, all of whom still reside in the county of Oswe* 
go, to join in the labor of self-support. 

The father of Senator Ames was a man of stoict integ* 
rity ; upright and honorable in all his dealings and Uyed 
and died respected by all who knew him. His mother 
was a woman of much more than ordinary capability. 
Endowed by i^ture with a strong and abiding constitu- 
tion, light, agile frame, and buoyant and hopeful in spirit, 
with much vivacity of mind and elasticity of charaotep, 
she was fully enabled to successfully adapt herself to all 
the vicissitudes of her long and toilsome life. Not 
only did she discharge with promptness and fidelity, all 
and every duty of a wife and mother, but she was ren. 
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dered eminently worthy of imitation by her kindness of 
heart and sympathy for the poor and distressed. Her 
enlarged benevolence and open hand were restrained 
only by the means to relieve, but still her sympathetic 
tear and kind words often encouraged many an one to 
try again. She was peculiarly a counselor of the young, 
whom she always exhorted to make God their early 
choice, and to adopt the maxim, that <* honesty is always 
the best policy," and with these principles as their 
guide, she would bid them press forward in honest 
industry, as the way to success was open to all. With 
the precepts of such a mother. Senator Ames was sent 
forth, at the tender age of fourteen, without educational 
advantages, and apprenticed to the hatting business, in 
the little village of Delph, Onondaga county, N. Y. 
After spending five years in the hard and toilsome ser. 
vice of this occupation, with but few months' common 
sohooling in the mean time, his employer failed in busi- 
ness, leaving our young adventurer once tnore upon his 
own resources. True to the strongly expressed wish of 
his father, that all his boys should be brought up to 
laborious trades, instead of the popular professions, he 
sailed forth with his little all, consisting of his ward- 
robe and a few books, the reading of which occupied his 
leisure, for further employment. He sought and found 
employment in the same business, in the village of Cort. 
landville, Cortland county, where, after spending one 
year in the further prosecution of his trade, he induced 
his former employer, although, like Jiimself, without 
means, to purchase the establishment he was employed 
in, and once more undertake to retrieve his broken for- 
tune. 

During his entire apprenticeship he cherished a strong 

; desire to obtain an education, in order that he might 

8 
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become, empkatieallyj a man ; but having none to help 
or encourage him in breaking away from the restraint 
of his dependent condition, Jie continued to prosecute 
his trade, employing his few leisure hours in the improve- 
ment of his mind, and the advancement of his know- 
ledge of men and things. In tbts way he passed the 
prime of his youth, and the beginning of that manhood 
which, to him, as to most others, appears bright and 
promising. At about the age of twenty-five, he married 
Miss Emily, daughter of Albert North, of Otsego 
county, with whom he lived fourteen years before her 
death. She was of Puritanical parentage, of wmch she 
«o far partook, religiously, as to give that beauty and 
grace of character which can be appreciated only by 
those who have moved in its hallowed sunshine. She 
possessed a degree of amiability and womanly excel- 
lence, seldom acquired at the jearly age of thirty, and 
she left her impress so thoroughly on her four surviving 
children — tifo daughters and two sons — that they are 
aow ornaments to the society in which they move. 

Senator Ames remained in this village eight years, 
in the capacity of apprentice, clerk, partner and prin- 
cipal in the business to which he had been educated, 
and met with that suecess with which uprightness, 
industry, and frugality are ever crowned. Becoming 
dissatisfied, however, with the limited business of his 
trade, in an interior town, he was, in 1887, induced to 
turn his attention to a wider sphere, where his active 
mind might have more scope and a larger field in which 
to operate. Accordingly, in May of that year, he 
settled in the village of Oswego, where he has since 
lived, mingling with the most active citizens of that 
place, in all that is calculated to promote its growth 
and prosperity. Active .in business and energetic in 
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character, lie lias stemmed the current of erentk. 
met the various adverses of life with a mind and a Will 
to overcome that has enabled him to progress from one 
degree of success to another, until he has attained a 
position in business and society worthy of imitation. 
In 1854 he married his present wife, Kate Brown, late . 
of Burlington, Yt., a lady possessing all those strong 
traits of character which render her an agreeable compan- 
ion and an intelligent woman. 

Senator Ames is now the leading partner of a firm 
extensively engaged in the grain and flour trade, as a 
commission merchant in the city of Oswego. He suc- 
cessfully carried his establishment through the late 
financial crisis, without suspension or extension, and 
BOW ranks as one of the first in his profession, as a man 
of honor, integrity and ability, worth the toil and per- 
severance it has cost to attain it« 

In his youth Senator Ames adopted ihe principle 
instilled into his mind by his pious mother, and has 
always been a firm believer and supporter of the Gos. 
pel, as preached and held forth by the Presbyterian 
branch of the church. He is, also, a consistent advo- 
cate of the cause of Temperance, and all other moral 
and benevolent objects that have for their design the 
amelioration of the condition of mankind. In politics 
he is a warm and cordial Republican, often taking the 
stomp, and is ever ready and willing to give his reasons 
for the hope and faith within him on thb subject. 

With a unanimity seldom equaled, Senator Ames 
was brought forward by the Republican Senatorial con- 
vention of the Twenty-first district, in the fall of 1857, 
as a suitable person to occupy the seat which he filled 
with ability and success, during the last session of the 
Legislature, and in which, as Chairman of the Standing 
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committee on Commerce and Navigation, he rendered ^ 
invaluable service to the State. 

In person he is rather below the medium size ; is 
thin visaged, with a quick, active step, sharp, blue eyes, 
and a high intellectual forehead. 



TRUMAN BOARDMAN. 

Senator Boardman was born in February, in the year 
1810, and is therefore forty-nine years of age.- He 
is a thorough-bred Yankee, and a native of the town 
of Covert, Seneca county, N. Y., where he has always 
resided. His father, AUyn Boardman, became a resident 
of that place in 1799, and followed the occupation of 
a tanner and courrier. He had four sons, of whom 
Truman is the third, Douglas Boardman, recently Judge 
"and Surrogate of Tompkins county, being the youngest. 
He succeeded, by his industry and perseverance, in the 
acquisition of considerable wealth, during his life time, 
and the . subject of this sketch now owns, and is living 
upon a portion of the old homestead place. 

Senator Boardmati was raised on a farm, and although 
he received a thorough English education in his native 
place, has, from his youth up, been given quite as 
much to the rod and the gun as to books. He has 
always been an active, thorough going, business man, 
but has occupied most of his time in farming, in which 
he is still partially engaged. In 1849, the Whigs of 
the town where he resides, presented his name to the 
people as a candidate for Supervisor, and he was success- 
ful by a flattering majority. He was again elected in 
1851 and '52, and, in all, held the office three years, 
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discharging his duties with credit to himself and entire 
satisfaction to his constituents. In 1851, he was a can- 
didate for the Assembly against Robert R. Steele, but 
was defeated, although polling an unusually large vote 
in the district. In the fall of 1857, he was brought 
forward as the Republican candidate for Senator from 
the Twenty-sixth district, against W. W. Wright, 
Democratic, and W. H. Lamport, the American candi- 
date, and was triumphant by a fair plurality over both 
his competitors. Thus far he has proven himself a safe 
counselor and a good legislator, and although not so 
boisterous and talkative as some of his compeers, has 
pursued a straight forward, consistent, quiet, and indus- 
trious course in the Senate, which has doubtless not 
failed to have the proper influence upon the deliberations 
of that body. No one is probably more punctual in 
their attendance at the» sittings of the' Senate, and he 
was not absent from his seat more than once or twice 
during the entire session of the last Legislature. 9| 
is a man of strong common sense, and few men posml 
a deeper insight into human nature, or judge more 
accurately as to men's objects and real motives. Hit 
greatest fault is a natural diffidenoe, which causes him 
to distrust his own ability, and a degree of modesty 
that shuns responsibility. To be appreciated he must 
be well known, aud the more thoroughly he is known, 
the higher will he be esteemed and confided in. 

Senator Boardman was- always a Whig, until that party 
lost its identity, wh^ he became, and has always since 
been, a member of the Republican organization. He 
makes no pretensions as a speaker, bat when once 
thoroughly waked up on a subject, seldom finds it diffi- 
cult to forcibly express his ideas, in a proper shape. 
In arriving at conclusions on any question, he advances 
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cautioQslj and by a process of sound reasoning, and 
when his judgment is once formed, nothing less nor 
more will induce him to change it, than a similar 
process of ratiocination. He is frank and generous in 
character, and affable in manner, and has many personal 
and political friends whereyer he is known. 

In 1884 Senator Boardman was united in marriage 
to Miss A. C. Whiting, of Litchfield county. Conn. In 
person he is heavy, square, and stoutly built ; has black 
hair, and heavy, black whiskers, slightly mixed with 
gray ; a full, dark blue eye ; and a round, healthy face. 
His general appearance indicates excellent health, and 
great pow«rs of physical endurance. 



BENJAMIN BRANDRETH. 

Senator Brandreth, the celebrated pill manufacturer 
and vendor, whose medicine has given him a world-wide 
reputation, is a native of Newtown, Derbyshire, Eng. 
hind, and is fifty years of age. He is a grandson of 
the late celebrated Dr. William Brandreth, whose rep- 
utation as a physician in England was for many years 
unequaled by any of his professional compeers, and he 
is a fair representative of His Majesty, John Bull. He 
possesses an excellent business education, and was for a 
long time engaged in the pill business, previous to his 
coming to the United States. He fhtroduced his medi- 
eines into this country on the 18th of May, 1835, 
though they had been before the public in Europe for 
aearly a century before. Some physicians in America 
have long regarded his pills as admirably adapted « to 
make sound men sick, and sick men kill;" but the rapid 
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sale with which they haye met in this and all other 
countries, and the immense amount of wealth resulting 
from their sale, are certainly strong evidence that they 
are an effectual remedy for 

'^All maladies, 
Of ghastly spasm, or racking torture, quahns 
Of heart-sick agony ; all feverish kinds ; 
Gonvulsiohs, epilipsies, fierce catarrhs $ 
Intestine stone and ulcers ; cholic pangs, 
Demoniac phrensy, moping melancholy, 
And moon-struck madness ; pining atrophy, 
Marasmus, and wide-wastifig pestilence : 
Dropsies, and asthmas, and joint-racking rheums." 

Senator Brandreth has never been much of a politic 
cian, it being too wide of his regular profession — an 
occupation to which he has been schooled from his ear- 
liest childhood. He has not much faith in the profes- 
sional politician, disdaining to become one himself, and 
with the poet, believes that 

'' A politician, Proteus-like, must alter 
His face and habit; and, like water, seem 
Of the same color that the vessel is 
That doth contain it^ varying his form, 
' With the chameleon, at each object's change." 

In 1849, the Democrats of the Seventh district pre- 
sented him to the people as a candidate for the Senate, 
and succeeded in electing him by a complimentary majo- 
rity. During the two succeeding years which he spent 
in that body, he acquired considerable reputation as a 
shrewd and somewhat sagacious representative, and a^ 
the expiration of his term of office, returned to a grate- 
ful constituency. He then remained a silent speetator 
in the political arena, devoting his whole time to the 
manufacture and vending of his celebrated '*life pre- 
servers," until the fall of 1857, when his Democratic 
friends, in what is now the Eighth district, entered him 
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again as a competitor for the seat which he now occupies 
in the Senate, and achieved his election by upwards of 
one thousand majority over a combination of Democrats 
and Americans. During the last session of the Legisla- 
ture, he acquitted himself creditably, and no doubt 
satisfactorily to his constituency ; and has entered upon 
the present session with the will and determination to 
serve his country and the State to the best of his ability. 
In person, Senator Brandreth is fine looking, and 
peculiarly attractive in his general appearance. He is 
about medium in height, with a well formed body ; has 
light, auburn hair, with an occasional streak of silver 
running through it ; a heavy, gray beard, neatly trim- 
med ; a pleasing, light blue eye ; a full, t'ound face ; 
and an intelligent and benevolent countenance. He is 
a man of fine social qualifications, but seldom exercises 
them to much advantage, being often stiff to a repulsive 
degree, and keeping a close eye to the best interests of 
«* Dr. Brandreth." — eccupet extremum scabies. 



EDWARD I. BURHANS. 

Senator Burhans was born on the 25th of March, 
1804, in the town of Roxbury, Delaware county, N. Y., 
one of the finest grazing sections of country in the State. 
He is the eldest son of John E. Burhans, a prominent 
and influential man, who emigrated from Ulster county 
to Delaware when it was first settled, and who resided 
there till his death in 1838. On his father's side he is 
of Holland extraction, and on his mother's, French. 
In early life he had no educational advantages, having 
received all the schooling he has at the age of twelve 
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years, bat since then he has been a diligent student, and 
by his own individual exertions has succeeded in acquir- 
ing a good, practical business education. In 1818, he 
was hired out to work for a neighbor, by his father, who 
received his wages until he had arrived at the age of 
twenty-one, when he embarked in the mercantile busi- 
ness, as a partner with Col. Noah Dimmick, in the town 
of Middle town, and remained in business with him until 
1828, when he engaged in the same trade with his 
brother, in Koxbury. This partnership existed till 
1836, when he went into the mercantile business on his 
own responsibility, and has been so engaged ever since. 
Senator Burhans has frequently been Supervisor in 
the town of Hoxbury, where he still resides. He was 
elected a Justice of the Peace, in 1829, and held the 
office sixteen years. During this period he was also 
postmaster about thirteen years, and in 1844 was 
elected to the Assembly, where he was an influential 
member of the Standing Oommittee on Claims. In 1845, 
he was appointed one of the Judges of the county of 
Delaware, by Gov. Wright, and held the office until the 
new constitution went into effect. In 1857, he was 
nominated with unusual unanimity as a candidate for 
Senator from the Fourteenth district, composed of the 
counties of Delaware, Schoharie and Schenectady, and 
although the district is generally closely contested, he 
was elected by about one thousand plurality. The 
nomination was entirely unsolicited by him, he prefer- 
ring to devote his whole time .and attention to his own 
private affiairs, but it was nevertheless successfully 
urged upon him. He entered upon his new position as 
Senator at the opening of the last session of the Legis- 
lature, with the experience of a successful, practical 
man, and has thus far succeeded in discharging his Sen- 
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atonal duties with credit to himself and entire satisfae- 
tion to his constituents. 

Senator Burhans has always been a Democrat, and 
cast his first vote for Gen. Jackson, when Old Hickory 
was first a candidate for President of the United States. 
He has never been a politician, preferring his own pri- 
vate occupation to the intrigue and turmoil of a politi- 
cal life, and has always been emphatically a business 
man. When he started in life his strong right arm was 
his only capital, but, by industry, frugality and hard 
labor, he has succeeded in the honest acquisition of 
a competency for the remainder of his days. He 
attends the Dutch Reformed church, and has never been 
illiberal in his contributions to religious objects. He 
was united in marriage in 1837, to Miss Mary More, 
who died April, 1857, and by whom he has two chil. 
dren. He seldom addresses the Senate, and being. 
desirous of disposing of the legislative business of the 
State with as little talking as possible, would doubtless 
be highly gratified to see his compeers follow his exam. 
pie to a greater extent than they now do. 

In stature Senator Burhans is above the medium 
height, but although stoutly built, with a heavy, mus- 
cular frame, he exhibits unmistakable signs of having 
been a very hard-working man. He has heavy, black 
hair, black eyes, a dark complexion, and strongly 
marked features, with a high, retreating forehead, and 
altogether, is well calculated to leave the impression, 
by his personal appearance, that he is entirely compe- 
tent to discharge properly the duties of his position in 
the Senate. 



BB" 
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JOHN P. DARLING. 

Senator Darling is a native of Berkshire county 
Mass. He was bom on the 25th of February, 1815. 
His father, Rufus Darling, emigrated to New York in 
1818, and settled in the town of Lenox, in Madison 
county. He was a practical farmer, and remoyed to 
Cattaraugus county, in 1824, where he resided till 1828, 
when he died at Black Rock, while absent from home, 
at the age of forty-seven. His wife, the mother of the 
subject of this sketch, is still living, and has attained 
the advanced age of seventy-two. Her family were 
from Wales, and her husband was of English descent. 

Senator Darling received all his education in an old 
log school-house; in Cattaraugus county, where his 
father lived. He advanced in arithmetic as far as the 
Single Rule of Three, and was taught to about the same 
extent in some of the more ordinary English branches 
of a common school. At the age of thirteen, after his 
father's death, he remained at home, with his mother, 
working out occasionally for himself, until he was about 
sixteen years old, when he employed himself on the 
Alleghany river as a raftsman. In the Spring of 1831 
he descended the river, in this capacity, to the Ohio, 
and thence to Louisville, Ky. During the trip, which 
embraced a considerable period, he did all his own 
cooking, and had scarcely any thing more for a bed 
than, as he expresses it, '< the .soft side of a pine plank." 
In the fall of 1831 he went on to Grand Island, in Niag- 
ara river, where he spent the greater portion of that 
winter in cutting cord wood, at a certain sum per cord. 
In the spring of 1833 he hired himself out to work on 
a farm in Otto, Cattaraugus county, where he retuained a 



44 BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES. 

large portion of the time, till 1834, when he became a 
clerk in a dry good store in the village of Waverly, ia 
that town. Here he remained about fonr years, when 
he went into the mercantile trade as a partner in the 
same place, and continued the copartnership until 1848, 
when he embarked in the same business on his own re- 
sponsibility, In 1851 he started a branch establish- 
ment at Cattaraugus, on the NewYork and Erie Bail 
Road, and in 1853, sold out at Waverly and removed 
to Cattaraugus, where he now resides, and where he 
followed the mercantile trade till 1856, wten he finally 
disposed of his business altogether. 

In 1837 Senator Darling was appointed Inspector of 
Elections, and held the place for several years. In 
1838, he was elected Town Clerk of Otto, and held the 
office at different periods for several years. In 1845 
he was elected Supervisor of that town, which position 
he also held several years. He was subsequently 
elected to the same office in the town where he now 
resides. In 1850, he was appointed Postmaster, under 
President Taylor, in the town of Otto, and held the 
office during his and Mr. Fillmore's administration. In 
1851 he was elected Treasurer of Cattaraugus county, 
and held the office three years. In the fall of 1866 he 
was elected by a majority of eight thousand to the 
Senate, from the Thirty-second district, to fill the 
unexpired term of Hon. Roderick White, who died in 
the spring of that year. He was again nominated by 
the Republican party in 1857, for the same position, and 
was elected to the seat he now occupies by a majority of 
nearly four thousand. As chairman of the Senate Stand- 
ing Committee on Railroads, he performed his duties 
faithfully during the last session of the Legislature, and 
has shown himself more a man of action than of words. 



BIOOBAPHIOAL SKETCHES. 45 

Senator Darling has always been strongly Free Soil 
in all bis views and feelings, but never failed to act with 
the Whig party when it had an organization. Shortly 
after the American party came into existance, he 
warmly espoused its leading principles, and continued 
to act with that party until Mr. Fillmore was nominated 
for the Presidency,, when he abandoned the party, and 
subsequently took the stump in behalf Col. Fremont. 
Since then he has been emphatically a Kepublican, 
strongly opposed to the further extension of slavery. 
He labored pretty thoroughly throughout the Presiden- 
tiifl contest of 1856, and undoubtedly contibuted his 
full share of strength and influence to the Kepublican 
cause. 

Senator Darling was married in the fall of 1838, to 
Miss Abiah Strickland, by whom he has two children — 
daughters. Her father, John Strickland, was a success- 
ful farmer, in Cattaraugus county, where he died, in 
1847, at the age of fifty-six. 

The Senator is a tall, broad shouldered, fine looking 
man, with black hair and whiskers ; a rather thin, sal- 
low countenance, sharp, black eyes, and is emphatically 
a gentleman, commanding the unqualified respect and 
esteem of all who know him. 



ALEXANDER S. DIVEN. 

Senator Diven was born on the 10th of February, 
1810, about a mile west of the village of Watkins, in 
what was then Tioga, afterwards Chemung, and now 
Schuyler co., N. Y. Both his paternal and maternal 
ancestors were Irish, and his grand-parents were both 
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born in Ireland. His father and mother were natiTes 
of Pennsylvania, and his mother's parents were among 
the sufferers of the Wyoming valley. His father, while 
apprenticed to a mechanic, in the city of Carlisle, 
enlisted in the Revolutionary struggle. He was among 
the Pennsylvania volunteers in the forlorn winter quar- 
ters, at Valley Forge, and joined Gen. Washington's 
army on the day of the battle of Princetown. He 
speedily rose to the rank of a Lieutenant, and received 
a Captain's commission immediately after the close of 
the war. He was in command of a company detailed 
to suppress the famous liquor insurrection during WAh* 
ington's second administration, and subsequently set- 
tled on Duncan's Island, a delightful spot of about 
one thousand acres, situated in the Susquehanna, at 
the mouth of the Juniatta river. Here he lived until 
about the year 1790, when his title to the island having 
been pronounced invalid, he removed to Western New 
York, and purchased a farm on the west side of Seneca 
lake, where the subject of this sketch was bom. 

Senator Diven's education, until he was seventeen 
years old, was only such as the common schools of his 
native town afforded at that early day. He did not 
attend school constantly, however, and was obliged to 
labor on his father's farm during the summer, in order 
that he might go to school during the winter. At the 
age of eighteen he left home, and spent a year at the 
Yates County academy, which was then first opened. 
He shortly after entered the Ovid academy, where he 
was finally enabled to complete his education, by teach- 
ing in the summer, and keeping up with his class during 
the winter. In the spring of 1831, he entered the 
office of H. Gray, at Elmira, as a student at law, still 
dividing his time between study and school teaching, in 
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order to support himself, where he remained until 1833, 
when he entered the office of F. M. Haight, at Roches- 
ter. Here he remained ahout six months, when he went 
to Owego, Tioga county, to take charge of the County 
Clerk's office, and remained there, devoting all his spare 
time to his legal studies, until the spring of 1835, when 
he went to Angelica, Alleghany county, and formed a 
law partnership with George Miles, a lawyer of com- 
manding ability and large practice. Shortly after, in 
1836, he was admitted to the bar of the Supreme Court 
of the State, and in 1838 was appointed District Attor- 
ney of Alleghany county, which office he filled four 
years. About this time his partner removed to Michi- 
gan, where he was afterwards Justice of the Supreme 
Court of that State. While residing at Angelica, Mr. 
Biven's practice was large, and extended to many of 
the neighboring counties. He speedily acquired a com- 
manding position, as a lawyer, in that section of the 
State, and for a period of six years, there were few 
causes tried in Angelica Court House, in which he was 
not on one side, and Judge Grover, one of the best jury 
lawyers in the State, on the other. In 1846, he left 
Angelica, and settled on ^< Willow Brook farm," near 
the village of Elmira, where he still resides. In 1847, 
he formed a law partnership with Col. S. G. Hathaway 
and James L. Woods, under the firm of Diven, Hatha- 
way & Woods, which still exists. 

Since 1844 Senator Diven has been considerably inter- 
rupted in the prosecution of his profession, by being en- 
listed in various railroad enterprizes. In that year he 
vras solicited by the stockholders of the New York and 
Erie railroad to become a director in that company, 
which was then insolvent, being indebted to the State 
in the sum of three millions, and to other creditors 
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half a million of dollars ; and so deeply were the south- 
western counties interested in the oonstruction of the 
road, that he consented to undertake, with a company 
of efficient men in New York citj, the Herculean task 
of completing the road. Until this object was at* 
tained, much of his industry and energy were devoted 
to its accomplishment. At a later period, he became 
President of the Williamsport and Elmira road during 
its construction, and contracted for the road connecting 
it with the Beading road, and thus forming a direct line 
to Philadelphia. He was also interested in the oon- 
struction of the roads running north of Elmira ; and is 
now engaged in the construction of an important road 
in Missouri. 

Senator Diven cast his first vote for Gen. Jackson, at 
his first election. In <he great contest of 1840, he took 
the stump with a good deal of zeal in behalf of the Demo- 
cratic ticket ; and in 1843 was the unsuccessful Demo- 
cratic candidate in his district for the Assembly. He 
was not an active politician at this time, but always 
continued to vote with the Democratic party, until it 
adopted the doctrine of Gen. Cass's celebrated Nicholson 
letter, when he abandoned it. It is true, he was the 
unsuccessful Democratic candidate for the Assembly in 
1854, in his district, but he was only induced to allow his 
name to be used by his friends, who desired his election, 
in order to secure some local improvements at the hands 
of the Legislature. After leaving the Democratic party 
he paid but little attention to politics, until the repeal of 
the Missouri compromise, which at once aroused him from 
his political lethargy. He took a prominent and influen- 
tial part in the campaign of 1866, in behalf of Col. Fre- 
mont, and canvassed all the counties in the south-west- 
ern part of this State, and the north-western part of 
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Pennsylyania. He was nominated for the seat now oc- 
cupied by him in the Senate, without his knowledge and 
against his consent, but was triumphant by a handsome 
majority, and during the last session of the Legislature 
proved himself a man of sound judgement and an hon- 
est, industrious, straight-forward and eloquent states. 
man. 

Senator Biven was married in 1835, to Miss Amanda 
Beers, of Elmira, by whom he has eight children — four 
sons and four daughters. He is a member of the Pres- 
byterian church, haying been reared in that faith. 



JOHN DOHERTY. 

Senator Doherty was born on the 16th of January, 
1826, on the corner of Jacob and Ferry streets, in the 
city of New York. He sprung from genuine Irish 
stock, and is the oldest of four brothers, all of whom 
are still living. His father, Patrick Doherty, emigrated 
to New York, from Ireland, about the year 1811, and 
took an active part in the war of 1812. His occupation 
was that of a contractor, in which he was eminently 
sucqessful, and he died in 1849, at the age of fifty-five. 
His wife, the mother of the subject of this sketch, is 
still living, and is about fifty years of age, although 
looking nearly, as young as her son John. 

Senator Doherty was educated at a private select 
school in his native city, and pursued a classical course. 
Although, even then, 

'* Forever foremost in the ranks of ftin, 
The laughing herald of the harmless pun,'' 

4 
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he was noi umtteniiTe to hu BtndiM, aad at ibe ^lose 
of his aoademio career, was * good praetioal seholar. 
At the age of sixteen he entered the law Mee of Messrs. 
Sandsfords & Porter, a w^ known firm in the eiitj of 
New York, where he remained about six years, wh^i he 
was admitted to the bar. Subsequently, he hung out 
his shingle^ as one of the legal fraternity, on the owner 
of Broadway and Wall street, and f<^wed the praetioe 
of his profession nearly two years, wh^t his father's 
death ooourring, he was obliged to abandon his oftee, 
to take charge of the affsim pertaining to his £»ther*8 
unsettled estate. About this time he was brought for- 
ward as the Democratic candidate, in his district, for 
the Assembly, but was defeated by a very small majo- 
rity. In 1850, he was nominated for Assistant Alder- 
man, and was again defeated, with nearly all the candi- 
dates on the Democratic ticket. In the following year 
he was nominated for Alderman from the Nineteenth 
ward, which was then strongly Whig, and was elected. 
He seryed in the board of Aldermen two years, and was 
associated in that body widi such men as Mayor Tiemaii. 
The canvass which followed his nomination for this office 
was probably the most exciting and warmly contested 
one that had eyer taken place in the city of New York. 
He enlisted, howeyer, in the cause with the will and 
the determination to triumph, closely contesting every 
inch of political ground in controversy, and after a hard 
fought battle, came out of the struggle victoriously. In 
£he fall of 1857, he was nominated, against strong 
influences and some very worthy competitors, by the 
Democrats of the Seventh district, as a representative 
in the Senate, and was elected to the seat now occupied 
by him in that body, by an overwhelming vote. Daring 
this campaign, he was, also, actively engaged in the con- 



tert, and aidressed his leHow-ohheiui at 0ftftj proaii- 
wsBt pomt in 4li6 district. 

'Senator Doherty has whrsys been a stannoh, nnwa- 
Tering Bemoorat of ihe Hard Sh^ stamp. He belongs 
io tlie OaAoIio Cbnreh, and is stlil a single man. He 
is of medinm Sftatnre in person ; is somewhat inclined 
to eorpnlenoy, and burly, blnff looking ; has light hair, 
a goatee A la Freneh style ; a Ml face ; a droll, good 
natvred eonntenanee ; a large, soft, hnm<nroas bine eye, 
and a hearty graap of the hand for all his friends. He 
possesses more -fhan ordinary natural abiMty, and by 
eott ftan g himself -somewhat more elos^ to atndy, eoiM 
easily elimb h^her voimds in the ladder of distinction. 
IBb colkqnkd powers are of a qilen^d order, and he is 
a rare hnraonst. He is ^ite urbane and pleasant in his 
address, graced and dignified in his general deporl- 
nMnt ; belongs to the dass of good Mlows, and is Tofy 
|K>pnltt among tbe great mass of his knmedmte <}onstitn- 
eals. He is always active and energetio in tiie deU- 
1>elratfonsef theSenate; hasagoodvoloe; isapleasing 
i^ieid^er ; addresses the Senate frequently, bnt 

" He is so flin of pleasing anecdote. 
80 rkb, so gay, so pofgnant la mi wit, 
TisM Ysalifaas b^fiire him as he speaks." 



SMITH ELY, Jr. 

Senator Ely is abont thirty years of age ; is a bach- 
elor ; and, with the exception of Col. Pratt, is tha 
yonngest man in the Senate. He was bom in Morris 
connty, N. J., and his parents removed to the city of New 
York, when he was a few months old, since which time 
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ka has constantly resided in the district he now repre- 
sents. He Wfts educated as a lawyer ; but after spend- 
ing four years in the study of the profession, was 
obliged to abandon it, in consequence of impaired sight, 
induced by too close application. Quitting the legal 
fraternity he then embarked in the leather trade, in 
Ferry st., N. Y., where he was engaged until about 
two years since, when his connection with his partner 
having expired by limitation, he withdrew from actiTO 
business with an ample fortune. It is said, howoTer, 
that he still retains some interest in the leather trade 
in New York, and is connected with some tanning estab- 
Ibhments in this State and Pennsylvania. 

Senator Bly has been quite prominent in the literary 
circles of New York during the past ten years, and has 
been proprietor of, or a regular contributor to, a number 
of the periodicals published in that city and Boston. 
He had never held, or been a candidate for office 
previous to the campaign of 1857, except tiiat of trustee 
of public schools, which he now holds. His course in 
the administration of the affairs of the schools, whUe 
designed to develop the practical advantages of die 
system, has been characterised by the most rigid' 
economy. In the school district under his supervision, 
which has an attendance of about seven thousand chil- 
dren, the average expense per scholar is less than one 
half the cost in other districts in the city, and forty per 
cent less than the general average of the whole city. 

Senator Ely has participated actively in politics only 
during the past two or three years. He was elected 
a member of the New York Democratic General 
Oommittee for 1857, and took his seat in January of 
that year. Shortly after, as is well known by city pol- 
iticians, a movement was made to change the organiza- 
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tion of thd party in that city, oBtensibly to refona tlie 
system of primary elections. This moYement resulted 
in the establishment of two General committees, each 
claiming to represent the city Democracy, fie adhered 
to the organisation of which Wilson Small was chair- 
man, and in September, 1857, was elected a delegate to 
the State conrention at Syracuse, where a settlement was 
effected of the differences between the rival committees, 
he being admitted (separate) as one of the joint delegates 
to the convention, in which he took an active part in the 
nomination of the Democratic State ticket that was sub- 
sequently elected, and which, it is generally conceded, 
has not been surpassed for respectability and competeney 
by any ticket nominated by the Democratic party for 
many years. 

Senator Ely represents the most populous district in 
the State — a district containing nearly two hundred 
thousand inhabitants. The late Senator, Joseph H. 
Petty, and €oL Pinckney, were his opposing candi- 
dates, but he was elected by an overwhelming major- 
ity, having received about three-fourths of all the 
votes Gfst. It is said, that he received the vote of 
every man in the district with whom he was person- 
ally acquainted, which was certainly a high compli« 
ment in these days of party discipline and prejudice. 
He appears to be devoting himself in the Senate to 
matters pertaining to the immediate interests of his 
constituents, and to those benevolent institutions in 
the city of New York and the State, with which he 
has b'een intimately associated, and with the merits of 
which he is perfectly famiUar. His Senatorial career 
^during the last session of the Legislature, was alike 
creditable to himself and satisfactory, as well as emi- 
nently beneficial, to his constituency. 
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Senator Bly is somewhat tall and slender in staAore ; 
kas dark bair and eyes ; nicely trimmed side iriiiskers ; 
and a pale, intdlectual fftce. He is kind and unassnm*- 
ing in his manner ; generons and hospitaUe ; has a genial 
temper ; a clear mind ; and, thongh no orator, is always 
terse and epeetiTe in his remarks to die Senate. 



JOHN J. POOTE- 

Senator Foote was bom in the town of Hamilton, 
Madison eonnty, N. T., on the lltb of February^ 
1816. He is a son of John Foote, Bsq., a prominent 
lawyer in the Tillage of Hamilton, and a grandson of 
Jndge Isaae Foote, of Chenango ooonty, who wa» a 
soldier of the BcTolution ; one of the representaMTes, 
from 1802 till 1805, ftt)m the western Senatorial 
district, under the Constitution of 1777, and who died 
in 1848, at the advanced age of ninety^serea jears« 

On his father's side Senntor Foote ut ol BngHrit 
descent, Sind on his mother's, Scotdi. He was educated 
at the Hamilton aoadraiy, and partially pursued a 
elassioal course* After finally leaving school, in 1886, 
he became a clerk in a store in his native place which 
belonged to his father, though he had previously spent 
considerable time in the estabfishment, and, in fact, 
took the almost exclusive charge of it, when oelj about 
fourteen years of age. He occupied this position until 
1888, when he embarked in the mercantile trade for 
himself, and has been so engaged ever since, in his 
native town. He is a prompt, active, straightibrward, 
thorough-going, consistent, and honest business man, 
and has been eminently successful in all ' his business 
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traDBactions. He has not been a speculator, venturing 
oatside of his regular calling to engage in doubtful 
financial sebemes or enterprises, but has pursued a 
steady, quiet, and attentive course in his occupation as 
a merchant, until he has succeeded in the acquisition of 
an honest competency. 

Senator Foot has often been presided to accept nomi- 
nations for office, but has invariably decUned, except in 
cases of town offices — such as Inspector or Superintend, 
ent of Common sehools and Supervisor. In 1B58 he 
received the unanimous nomination of the Whigs of the 
TweaUeth district, composed of Madison and Osweg« 
counties, for a seat in the Senate, but peremptorily 
deelined being a candidate, in 1854 he was elected 
Supervisor of the town of Hamilton, and again in 1856,. 
holdiag the post of chainnan of the Board during both 
tenB8% In the fall of 1857 the Senatorial convention 
of the Republican party in the Twenty-third district, 
brought him forward as its candidate, and he was 
elected to the seat now filled by him in the Senate, by 
three thousand five hundred and. sixty-six majority over 
the Democratic candidate, and upwards of two thousand 
majority over the combined vote of the Democratic and 
American candidates. 

Senator Foot was formerly a Seward Whig j h^i when 
the Missouri Compromise was repealed he identified 
himself with the Bepublican movement. He was 
among the first to take an active part in the organiza- 
tion of the Bepublican party in Madison county, and was 
a delegate to the first Anti-Nebraska State convention, 
held at Saratoga in 1854. He was, also, a member of the 
convention subsequently held at Auburn, where the 
Bepublican movement was inaugurated, and in 1855 was a 
delegate to Ae Bepublican State conveniion at Sjqraeuse. 
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In 1840 Senatior Foote was married to Miss Mary, 
daughter of the Hon. Amos Crocker, a prominent mer- 
chant in the village of Hamilton, and a lady muoli 
admired for her intelligence and excellency of character. 
He has three children — one boy and two girls. He attends 
the Presbyterian church, but exemplifies the true chris- 
tian character more by his uprightness and int^rity as 
a man, than a mere conformity to religious customs and 
formalities. He is a person of medium height ; has 
brown silvered hair and brown whiskers; large grey 
eyes, and a prominent, intellectual forehead. He sel. 
dom addresses the Senate, but during the last session 
of the Legislature proved himself a practical working 
member, as Chairman of the Standing Committee oa 
Militia and a member of the Committee on Banks and 
Literature. It can, indeed, safely be said that no man 
has been less ambitious of political preferment or more 
faithful in the discharge of his duties as a public officer 
than Senator Foote. 



JOHN B. HALSTED. 

Senator Halsted is the oldest man in the Senate. 
He was born <on the 7th of November, 1798, in Pitts- 
ton, Luzerne county, Penn., in the valley of the 
Wyoming. He is of English and partially of Irish 
descent. His parents were both born in Orange county, 
N. Y., and his father was a soldier throughout the 
Bevolutionary war. He emigrated to Pennsylvania 
about the year 1795, and after living in that State until 
the year 1817, returned to New York, and settled in 
what was then Ontario county. He was a farmer, and 
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died about thirty-six year^ ago, at the age of sixty- 
three. His wife, the mother of John, died about the 
same time, and was about fifty-five years of age. 

Senator Halsted did not enjoy the advantages of a 
regular oourse of education. His father, who remained 
poor in consequence of his having lost his health, dur- 
ing his services in the Revolution, eould render him 
no material assistance, and he was thrown almost exelu- 
siyely upon his own resources at a comparatively early 
age. After receiving the benefits afforded by a com- 
mon district sehool in those days, he took charge of a 
sohool himBclf, teaching during the winter, and work- 
ing at the carpenter and joiner's trade during the sum- 
mer, until he wae about twenty-four years of age, when 
his health failing, he turned his attention to the study 
of medicine. He devoted himself closely to his studies 
fot some time, when, discovering that his health was 
Btili growing worse, he embarked in the mercantile 
^ business, in which he has been engaged ever since. 
About the year 1827 he removed across the Genesee 
river into Wyoming county, then Genesee county, 
where he has always since been a resident. He was 
married on the 26th of October, 1882, to Miss Eunice 
Taloott, of Vernon, Tolland county, Oonn., a daughter 
of I>eacon Phineas Talcott, of that place, and has never 
bad any children. He was brought up a Baptist, but 
now attends the Presbyterian church. 

Senator Halsted was formerly a strong Seward Whig, 
and was actively engaged in the promotion of the princi- 
ples of that party, until it lost its organisation, when he 
enlisted in the Republican ranks. With the exception 
of a few unimportant town offices, he never held any 
public position until 1855, when he was presented to 
the people of the Thirtieth district, then composed 
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of the oounties of Allegany and Wyoming, u the 
Bepnblioan oandidate for Senator, and was elected by 
aboat fourteen bnndred majority. He was re-nomina- 
ted for the Senate by the Bepnblicans of the same di9- 
triet, in the &11 of 1857, and was again snceessfol by a 
majority of about thirty-six hundred. Shortly after 
taldng his seat at the opening of the last session of the 
Le(pslatare, he was elected President pro iem, of the 
Senate, and was presiding officer of that body in &e 
absence of the Lientenant-CkTemor. Being Ae oldeat 
member of the Senate, he held forth with beeomii^ 
dignity and impartiality, and discharged his duties fidthr 
fuUy^ both in that capacity, and as chainiaa of the 
Standing OoBunittee on Cities and Villages. 

In person Senator Halsted u somewhat aboTS the 
medium height ; his li^t gray hair ; a peculiar brown 
eye ; sharp fei^ures ; a pale face, denoting general 
debility, and is of the nerrons temperment. He haa 
never been an inaotiTe politician, and while cheerfdUj 
conceding to others the undisputed right to think and 
act for themselves on all public and private questions, 
is very decided and uncompromising in his political 
views, when once thoroughly formed. He is a fur 
speaker, but seldom participates, to any extent, in the 
discussions of the Senate. He is courteous and unas- 
suming- in his manner, and is deservedly popular 
wherever he is known. Doubtless the interests of Ms 
constituents are perfectly safe in his hands. 
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ALRICK HUBBELL. 

Senator Hubbell is a large, healihj, robust, yigoroos 
man, being six feet in height, and weighing nearly two 
hnndred pounds, and at onoe strikes the close observer 
as possessing some representatiye ability. He is per- 
feotiy straight ; walks as ereet as an Indian ; has heary, 
dark brown hair^ somewhat mixed with gray ; a full fkee ; 
and dark brown eyes. He sddom speaks in the Senate, 
bttt is a heavy woricer, nerer filing to ftdfill all his 
duties as a legudator. 

Senator Hnbbell was bom on the 4th of Oetober, 
1801, in Utiea, Oneida oonnty, N. Y., where he has 
always resided. He is of Weloh descent. His father, 
Mathew Hnbbdl, emigrated to New York from Berk, 
shire county, Mass., in 1789, and settled in Oneida 
county, which was th^ a part of Herldmer county. 
He was in the Bevolutionary war, and was at the battle 
of Bennington, in 1777. He, also» took an active part 
in the war of 1812, during his services in which he 
contracted a severe cold, at Sackett^s Harbor, which 
finally, in 1819, terminated in his death. He was a 
successful fiurmer, and died at the age of fifty-seven. 

After his fether's death. Senator Hubbell remained 
at home with his mother, on the farm, until he was 
twentyfour years of age, going to school occasionally, 
and attending to things about the premises. This was 
all the jschooling he ever received^ and on the 1st of 
January 1826, he became DeputyiSheriff of Oneida 
county, which office he held three years* ']>uring this 
period he, also, held the position, a year, of Police 
Constable of the then village of Utica. He was one of 
the committee of young men from that village in 1825, 
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to oelebraie the opening of the Erie canal, and was on 
the first boat, with Gov. CHnton, that came through the 
canal and entered the Hudson river at Albany. In 
June, 1826, he was married to Miss Laura E. Squire, 
of Lanesboro', Berkshire county, Mass., by whom he 
has five children living, a young lady possessing all the 
good qualities for which the Lanesboro' ladies were then 
so well known. With a capital of $1000, which was 
equal to that of his partner^ Edward Ourran, he went 
into the mercantile business in his native place, on the 
1st of April, 1829, and remained so engaged until 1855, 
when he retired from business, having acquired a con* 
siderable fortune. 

Senator Hubbell was eleeted Colonel of the 211th 
regiment, in 1827, having advanced to this position 
through all the regular gradations of military discipline. 
He held the office until 1830, when he resigned. In 
1829 he became a Fireman in the village of Utica, and 
is still connected with the department as an active 
member. He was elected Ohief Engineer of the depart- 
ment in 1836, and filled the position about ten years. 
In 1840 he was the successful Whig candidate for 
Alderman in a ward that was 'then strongly Democratic, 
and held the office two years. In the summer of 1856 
he was a delegate to the National Republican conven- 
tion at Philadelphia, and took an active part in the 
nomination of Col. Fremont for the Presidency. He 
was elected Mayor of the city of Utica in the same year, 
and was re-elected in the spring of 1857. Besides these ,i 
he has > held various other responsible positions, though 
not of a political character. 

Senator Hubbell began his political career as a warm 
friend of Gov. Clinton, and his first vote for Governor 
was cast for him for that office. He was one of the origi- 
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nal Whigs, and always acted zealously with that party 
while it retained its organization. He was a very warm 
personal and political friend of Gen. Taylor, for whose 
election as President of the United States, he labored 
zealously throughout the contest of 1848^ as president 
of the ** Rough and Beady Club" of the city of Utica, 
and a «<high private" in the Whig ranks. The Whig 
party having ceased to exist, he joined the Republican 
party, where he has ever since remained. During the 
campaign, of 1856, he was president of the ^' Fremont 
Club," at Utica, Mid in 1857 was elected by a large 
Republican vote, to his present position in the Senate, 
where, during the last session of the Legislature, he 
rendered some service to the State as chairman of the 
Standing Committee on Insurance Companies. 

Senator Hubbell is a member of the Baptist church, 
and and has been a trustee of that denomination for 
twenty-eight years. He is active and influential in all 
the transactions of the church, and as regularly as Sab. 
bath rolls around, is prefiieut to instruct a Bible class 
which he has had under his immediate charge for many 
years. 



GEORGE Y. JOHNSON. 

Senator Johnson was bom in 1820, in the town of 
Guilderland, Albany county, N. T., where he has ever 
since resided. His paternal ancestors were English, 
and his mother's family came from Holland. His pater- 
nal grandfather was a Revolutionary soldier. His 
father, Dr. Jonathan Johnson, was born in Worcester 
county, Mass., and after graduating at the New York 
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Medical OoUege, and spending some time in Us prao. 
tioe as a physician at tiie New York Hospital and in his 
native State, emigrated to the State of New York, about 
forty years ago, and finally settled in Gtdlderland, where 
he is still a practicing physician. His wife, the mother 
of the subject of this sketch, whose maiden name was 
Gertmde Waldron, is a native of Ihe town where the fam. 
ily now reside, and they ure both in the enjoyment of 
vigorons heakh. It is a remarkable fact that there are 
no other Jolmsons in New York who are closely related 
to this family, aldiongh the^name is by no means an 
nnoommen one. 

Senator Johnson was sent to a district school in Mb 
native town, at an early age^ where he remained, rtoiSl 
he was abomt sixteen years old, when he became a <^erk 
ui a dxj good store in dukt 4own. Here he rammed 
in this capadty until he was nearly 4wenty years of age, 
when, with a small capital, iie entered into the mercan-- 
tile trade for himsdtf. He remamed in 4his business 
about ten years, wh«i he took his brother into Ms estab- 
lishment as a partner, «ider the irm name of O. Y. ft 
J. Johnson, wluch firm still continues to exist. About six 
years ago he purchased a farm in the town where he 
resides, and has since then been devoting some of his 
time and attention to the honest pursuit of the husband, 
man. During all this period, however, he has been a 
faithful student, and besides familiariadng himself with 
the study of me^cine, has become well acquainted with 
the law, and in 1856 was admitted to the bar by the 
Supreme Court of New York. He has, however, never 
practiced his profession, and has always been a mer- 
chant and a farmer. 

Senator Johnson was elected Supervisor of the town 
of Guilderland in 1854, and was subsequently elected 
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twice to tlie same position. During his second tenn in 
this office, he was chainnan of the Board of Sapervisors. 
On the 8th <^ Oetober, 1857, the Americans of the 
Thirteenth district brought him forward as a candidate 
for •Senator. On the 26th of the same month the 
Bepublican conYMition endorsed hb nomination, and he 
was elected by a handsome majority to the seat he now 
filhs in the Senate. His oomiBe in that body dnring the 
last session of the Legislature, bm a member of the 
Igitanding Committees on Commerce and Grievances, 
waa marked by inducM^ry and ability, and he proTcd him- 
self a faithful representative, both in that capacity and 
on the floor of the Senate. His speech on the Elansas 
p<dicy of the Federal Administration, was a candid and 
conyinoing appeal in behalf of the principle of Popular 
Sovereignty, and, at once, estaUidbed his reputation, 
throughout the State, as a man of sound judgment, 
liberal and comprehensive views, and an aUe defender 
of the beat interests of the people. 

Senalor Johnson was formerly an uneompromising 
Whig, of the Henry Clay school, and always remaincid 
firm in his si^port of tiie princ^les of tliat party while 
it had an organisation. He early enlisted under the 
American stand^d, a^d has always since been among 
the most active, sealous and eficient m^nbors of Uiat 
party» 

He is a man of medium height, rather heavy set, end 
will weigh about one hundred and sixty pounds. He 
has blue eyes, light brown hair and wiiicJcers ; and is 
one of the only three bachelors in the Senate, Senators 
Ely and Doherty being the other two. He is affable 
and courteous in his manner ; is a fair speaker ; a close 
debater; and stands high among his legislative asso- 
ciates. 
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ADDISON H. LAFLIN. 

Senator Lafiin was bom in the town of Lee, Berk- 
shire county, Mass., on the 24th of October, 1828. He 
is the eldest son of Walter Laflin, late of Lee, and now 
of Pittsfield, Mass. In 1889 he entered Williams Coh 
lege, and graduated with the second honors of hb class, 
at the semi-centennial anniversarj of the establishment 
of that institutian, in 1848. While in college, lie 
unfortunately lost the use of his eyes, to such an extent, 
that he was unable to read for nearly a year, which 
induced him to abandon his intention of preparing him- 
self for one of the learned professions. After leaving 
college he returned to his natiye town, and engaged in 
the mercantile business about a year. In the spring of 
1845 he remoyed to Hardwick, Worcester county, where 
he engaged in the manufacture of fine writing paper. 
In the fall of 1847 circumstances led him to Herkimer, 
fierkimer eounty, N. Y., where he purchased a building, 
and water power connected therewith, for the mKnufiie. 
ture of fine writing paper, on an extensive scale. In 
the spring of 1849, in connection with his brother, ko 
went to Herkimer to reside, and, establishing the firm 
of Lafiin Brothers, commenced the manufacture of 
paper. This establishment proTed to be an eminently 
successful one, and having acquired a good reputation, 
they were soon enabled to easily dispose of all their 
manufactures. The mill operated by them was, and 
still is, by far the largest of the kind in the State, 
employing about one hundred and thirty hands, and 
yielding annually a product valued at about $150,000. 
On the Ist of August, 1857, Mr. Lafiin, in connection 
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with his brother, sold his interest in this'establishment 
to an incorporated company. 

Senator Laflin has always been a Whig of radical 
tendencies, and continued warmly attached to the in- 
terests and principles of that party, until the nomination 
of Gen. Scott, in 1852, and the abandonment by the 
party of what he regarded as its Free Soil professions. 
While continuing to act with this party, his political 
efforts had but one object, and that was the disruption 
of the two old political organizations, and the formation 
of a new organization, whose controlling principle should 
be opposition to the further extention of slavery.. In 
1855, for the first time, actively and publicly, he took 
ground in favor of the formation of a new political 
party, and was among the very first in the establishment 
of such an organization in the county of Herkimer. 

In the fall of 1855 Senator Laflin received the Whig 
nomination for Senator of the Sixteenth district, then 
oomprising the counties of Herkimer, Montgomery, 
Fulton, and Hamilton, which nomination he immediately 
and peremptorily declined in favor of the Hon. F. P. 
Sellinger, whose antecedents had been Democratic, and 
who received the nomination for the same office fromi the 
Republican and Pemocratic conventions, which were 
held on the same day, and at the same place, as that 
which conferred the nomination upon Mr. Laflin. He 
took the stump for the Eepublican candidates in the 
fall of 1855, and again in 1856, and labored zealously 
for the success of th^ cause he had so warmly espoused. 

Aftar an active canvass in Herkimer county, among 
th§ Republicans, in the fall of 1857, Senator Laflin was 
lU)minated for the seat he now occupies in the Senate. 
The Senatorial convention was composed of an equal 

number of delegates from each of the two counties con- 
5 
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stituting the district, and each delegation presented a 
candidate from their respective counties. Upon the 
question of locality alone, therefore, the convention 
was equally divided, and so remained for nearly twenty, 
four-hours, during all of which time the best of feeling 
prevailed. The voluntary withdrawal, however, on the 
part of the candidate from Otsego, led to the unani- 
mous nomination of Mr. Laflin, upon the motion of a 
delegate from that county. The Democratic party, 
presuming upon the existence of a strong prejudiee 
among the Democratic Bepublicans, against one who 
had been formerly identified with the Whig party, 
endeavored to take advantage of the same by nominat- 
ing, as their candidate for Senator, from the same dis. 
trict, the Hon. Wm. 0. Grain, a Free Soil Democrat, 
of prominent distinction. To assist, too, in the elec- 
tion of Mr. Grain, the American candidate for Senator 
in the same district withdrew, and a cordial union was 
affected between the Democrats and Americans upon the 
same candidate. An effort was, also, made to prejudice 
the election of Mr. Laflin, by the circulation of some 
speeches or resolutions which he was said to have finT. 
ored in the days of the Maine Law excitement, intend- 
ing thereby to prejudice the hop-growing interest of 
Otsego county against him ; but notwithstanding this 
effort and combination, he led his ticket in both Otsego 
and Herkmer counties, and was elected by a majoritj 
of over eight hundred. 

Senator Laflin was married in 1854, to Miss Helen 
M. Hall, daughter of the Hon. Johnson Hall, of Syra« 
cuse. He attends the Eeformed Dutch church, and, 
although not a member of that denomination, never 
fails to contribute a generous support to religious objects. 
He is a fine speaker, always attracting the close at ten* 



BIOaBAPHICAL 8KKT0HSB. 67 

tion .of his hearers when he addresses the Senate, and 
dariBg the last session of the Legislature w aa chairman 
of the Standing Committee on Mannfactnres and an 
inflaential member of the committees on Literature and 
the Militia. In person he is somewhat below the 
medium stature ; has a large head, coated with a pro- 
fasion of light brown hair ; soft, blue ejes ; strongly 
marked features ; a healthy complexion ; and an inde- 
pendent, self-conscious expression of countenance whieh 
indicates a proper estimate of his own abilities. 



RALPH A. LOVELAND. 

Senator LoTeland was bom on the borders of Lake 
Ckamplain, in 1819, in the town of Westport, Essex 
oonnty, N. Y. In early life he 'was engaged, during 
tlie season of navigation, with his father, in the trans- 
portation business, going to school during the winter, 
imtil he was twenty-one years of age. These were all 
the educational advantages he then enjoyed, and even 
these were not very well improved, his mind having been 
too much occupied with his customary business duties 
to permit him to devote much time to study. When he 
had attained his majority, he commenced business for 
himself, without any capital ; but with a full and uncom- 
promising determination to live to some good and praise- 
worthy purpose while he did live. He began upon a 
small scale, making scarcely more than a comfortable 
living during the first few years; but his business 
gradually increased, until he dealt very extensively in 
all the staple productions consumed upon the borders 
of Champlain. He was very attentive to his business. 
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always acting upon the old Ben. Franklin principle, 
•• that if you don't keep the shop it won't keep you," 
and was eminently successful in all his business transac- 
tions. Notwithstanding his success, he finally disposed 
of his business. This was in 1853, when he again went 
into active employment by manufacturing pig iron, in 
which he was also decidedly successful. He then sold 
out again in 1856, since which time he has not been 
engageU in any regular employment. He has, also, been 
pretty extensively engaged in Western land speculation 
since 1847, and in this, too, has been very successful. 

Senator Loveland was elected Supervisor of the town 
in which he now resides, in 1850, and has since been 
twice re-elected to the same position. In the fall of 
1856 he was elected to the Assembly by a majority of 
about eight hundred over both the American and Demo- 
cratic candidates, and, as a member of the Standing 
Committee on Canals, was an active, influential and con. 
aistent member of that body. In the fall of 1857 he 
was again nominated for the Assembly, but declined, 
and was subsequently nominated and elected to fill the 
Beat he now occupies in the Senate, and in which, dur. 
ing the last session of the Legislature, as chairman of the 
Standing Committee on State Prisons and Public 
Printing, he distinguished himself as an efficient and 
eapable representative. He has never been seriously 
afflicted with an ambition for political honors or emolu- 
ments, but it has become proverbial, in the section of 
the State where he resides, that his nomination for an 
office is invariably the sure harbinger of his election. 

Senator Loveland was formerly a Whig, a devoted 
admirer of Henry Clay, and is a strong, uncompromis- 
ing partisan. He was a delegate to the first Anti-Ne. 
braska State convention ever held in the State, at Sar- 
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atoga in the fall of 1854, and early identified himself witk 
the Kepublican movement, always believing the repeal of 
the Missouri Compromise a gross and unmitigated out- 
rage upon the whole eountry. Since then he has always 
occupied a bold and unflinching stand in opposition to 
the further extension of slavery, and has been a zealous, 
consistent, and disinterested advocate of all the other 
great doctrines of the Republican party. He was tri- 
umphantly elected to his place in the Senate upon this 
issue, and is fully determined to stand by it until his 
political career shall have ended. 

Senator Loveland was married in 1840, to Miss Har- 
riet .M. Kent, a grand-daughter of the late Bev. Dan 
Kent, of Benson, Vt., and a young lady well known for 
her hospitality, sociability, and general intelligence. 
He is a man of medium height ; has black hair and heavy 
black whiskers ; a sharp, piercing, hazel eye, which is 
peculiarly-attractive, and strongly indicative of more 
than ordinary intellectual power. He is a member of 
the Baptist church, and is deservedly popular wherever 
lie is known. He seldom speaks in the Senate, but 
neve^ fails to 

** Act well his part, there all the honor lies/' 



WM. G. MANDEVILLE. 

Senator Mandeville, whose right to hb seat in the 
Senate is now contested by the Hon. Henry 0. Wetmore, 
was bom on the 16th of August, 1807, in the town of 
Kinderhook, Columbia county, N. Y. He is descended 
from Dutch and French parentage, and his father, Jere- 
miah Mandeville, who died in 1842, at the age of seventy- 
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one, was quite a successful farmer in that part of tko 
Empire State. His mother is still living, at iho 
advanced age of eighty three. . 

Senator Mandeville was educated in a common school, 
and after learning the carriage making business, ** set 
up shop '' for himself in Stockport, formerly .a part of 
the town of Kinderhook, where he followed his occupa- 
tion until 1836, when he purchased a frrm and turned 
husbandman. He then followed the plow until 1841, 
when he sold his farm, and purchasing an extensive sail- 
ing interest at Stuyvesant Falls, in his native county, 
where he now resides, engaged in the manufacture of 
flour, paper, &c., until 1852. About this time he 
establidi^ a large paper mill in the town of Livinga^ 
ton, Columbia county, which he operated until 1856, 
when he sold it ; since which time he has been partially 
retired from business. 

Senator Mandeville held the office of Justice of tbe 
Peace, in the town of Stockport from 1836 till 1840, 
when he received the unanimous nomination of the 
Democrats of his county for the Assembfy, and was 
elected by a handsome majority. In 1849 he waa 
again nominated by the <^Soft^' section of his party 
for the Assembly, but declined in favor of the nominee 
of the <* Hards." John H. Overhisen, who was elected. 
In 1850 he was again brought fbrward as the Demo* 
oratio candidate, but owing to a drrision in the party, 
was defeated by Phetetus W. Bishop. After this, he 
declined all political nominations, until the &11 of 1857, 
when he was unanimiously nominated for the seat he 
now occupies in the Senate. During the last session 
of 'the Legislature he occupied a position upon the 
Standing Committees on Beads and Bridges, Poor Laws, 
and the Division of Towns and Counties. He has, aba, 
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occupied a prominent position as a military man, having 
arisen from the position of Cornet in the cavalrj depart* 
ment, through all the military gradations, to that of 
Qeneral, his commission for which he still holds as a 
supernumerary. In politics, he is an old-fashioned Demo- 
crat, of the Jackson school, having cast his first vote for 
Old Hickory, at his first election to the Presidency in 
1828. He supported the nomination of Mr. Yan Buren, 
in 1848, believing that, inasmuch as Congress, whether 
rightfully or wrongfully, had always exercised authority 
oyer the territories, she ought still to do so ; but he never 
did consider the subject of slavery a proper test of Demo- 
cratic faith. Since that period, however, he has always 
supported the nominations of his party, and voted and 
labored for the election of Pierce and Buchanan. He 
)ia8 always been one of the most zealous and active 
politicians in Columbia county, and since a voter, has 
never been absent from a single election. In politics, 
as in every thing else, he is an independent, straight* 
forward man, who has a will and a way of his own, and' 
is always willinjg to allow others the same freedom he 
assumes for himself. 

In 1839 Senator Mandeville was married to Miss 
Elizabeth White, of his native place, by wltom has six 
diildren. In person he is rather below the medium 
height ; has dark hair, well mixed with gray; along, 
gray beard, and a small light -eye, with a frank counte- 
nance, and a good face. 

Mr. Wetmore, the contestant of Senator Mandeville's 
seat, upon the ground that the fatter vacated the same 
by accepting a post-office appointment, under the Gene- 
ral government, while the former was duly elected to 
fill such vacancy, is eminently qualified to discharge the 
duties of the postion, and should he succeed in obtaining 
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the same, will doubtless reflect credit upon himself and 
the constituency whose claims he represents. He is a 
native of the city of New York, where he was born in 
1825, and was educated al New Haven.. He was sub- 
sequently engaged in the mercantile trade with his father, 
AppoUos B. Wetmore, in his native city, until about 
eight years since, when he retired from business, and 
has since then been r^esiding, chiefly, at Fishkill, Dutch- 
ess county. Since living at that place, he has devoted 
much of his attention to literary pursuits, having pub- 
lished one or two interesting works, and having now 
almost ready for press another of superior historical 
interest. He is a fine writer, and has delivered numerous 
interesting lectures, in various sections of the country^ 
In politics, Mr. Wetmore was formerly a devoted 
admirer of Henry Clay," and a strong supporter of Wlug 
principles ; but at the disorganization of that party his 
conservatism led him into the American ranks, where 
he has since enacted a prominent and influential part. 
He enjoys a high degree of personal and political popo^ 
larity, and stands deservedly high in the section of the 
State in which he resides. 



JOHN C. MATHER. 

Senator Mather is the only surviving son of the late 
Dr. Thaddeus Mather, of Binghamton, and a lineal 
descendant of the celebrated Cotton Mather, the famous 
New England divine, so prominent in colonial history. 
He was bom in Deposit, Delaware county, N. Y., and 
is about forty years of age. He is a brother of Gen. 
Calvin E. Mather, of New York city, who died about 



BIOaBAPHICAIi SKETCHES. 78 

^ive years sinoe, and who is well remembered as a dis- 
tinguished lawyer and a brilliant orator. Within the 
past few years he has been called npon to mourn the loss 
of his father, mother, and two brothers. He received a 
liberal education, and at the age of twenty-two removed 
to Troy, where he engaged in the mercantile trade. 

Senator Mather has always been a strong National 
Democrat, and early in life entered prominently into the 
political discussions of the day. Possessed of winning 
manners and' unusual firmness of purpose, he soon won 
the confidence of the people, and was twice chosen a 
member of the Common Council of the city of Troy, 
from a district largely Opposition, and at a time when 
no other Democrat on the same ticket succeeded. He 
was appointed Loan Commissioner by Got. Bouck, and 
was rg-appointed by Got. Wright. In 1846 he was a 
member of the Democratic State convention, and took a 
prominent and active part in its deliberations. In the 
fall of 1847 he was nominated as a candidate for Canal 
Commissioner, but owing to a division in the convention 
which nominated him, and which is memorable in the 
political annals of the State, he was defeated. The 
firebrand of the Wilmot Proviso had been cast into the 
Democratic camp, and a serious struggle for the ascen- 
dency resulted in the triumph of the Hunker or Anti- 
Proviso branch of the party. The Proviso resolutions 
were laid upon the table, and a ticket composed exclu- 
sively of their opponents being nominated, his nomina. 
tion for Canal Commissioner was made on the first 
ballot. The Minority or Barnburner section' then 
repudiated the action of the convention, and generally 
abstained from the polls at the election, which defeated 
the entire Democratic ticket, and threw the State into 
the hands of the Whigs. 
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Doritig the Bohism in the Democratic party in 1848 
and '49, Senator Mather adhered with unflinching en. 
ergy and tenacity to the National or Oass section. For 
this stand in behalf of the nationality of his party his 
political friends determined to present his name again 
to the people of the State, which they did in 1850, 
when h^ was a second time nominated for Canal Oom- 
missioner by an emphatic majority of the State conyen- 
tion, Got. Seymour and himself being the Hunker 
representatires on the ticket, and Sanford E. Church, 
our present Comptroller, Hon. William G. Angel, and 
Nathaniel S. Benton, our present Canal Auditor, beii^ 
contributed from the Barnburner wing. Messrs. Soy 
mour and Mather were subsequently endorsed by whst 
was called the << Union Party " in the city of New York» 
which was composed of a large body of conseryatiye 
Democrats and Whigs who were opposed to Northern 
sectionalism. The election resulted in the defeat of 
Got. Seymour, by a small majority, while Messrs. 
Church, Angel, Benton and Mather were successful for 
State officers. 

As the time for holding the Democratic State Con- 
vention, in 1852, drew nigh, Senator Mather's name 
was proposed in many quarters for the office of Gover- 
nor. Delegations from the counties of Albany and 
Rensselaer were elected favorable to him, but learning 
this, he sent a communication to the convention, request-, 
ing that his name should not be used in that connection, 
half his term as Canal Commissioner being yet unexpired. 
During the sessions of the legislature of 1853, the 
divisions in the Democratic party in New York, again 
broke out into open rupture, and it was at this session 
that Senator Mather^s famous impeachment case waa 
brought to trial. 



J 
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As politieal parties were then ooastituted, three* 
fourths of the members of the Court for the Trial of 
Impeachments were politioallj opposed to him, bnt he 
was suecessfnlly vindicated from eyerj charge by the 
result of the investigation. The resolutions of impeaoh- 
ment were brought into the Assembly only a few hours 
before the close of the legislative session, but being 
informed of the report, he instantly forwarded to that 
body a communication, couched in terms at once bold 
and dignified, complaining of want of notice of the pro- 
oeedings, and demanding the heuring which had not been 
accorded to him by the committee. The session closed, 
but the Governor immediately re-convoked the legisla- 
tnrey and the proceedings were continued. The Assem* ~ 
bly then passed a resolution giving him the opportunity 
which he had demanded to reply to the charges, and this 
reply he was not long in furnishing. He sent it in to 
that body on the 30th of May, and it was generally 
conceded to be one of the ablest and most unanswerable 
documents ever presented to a legislative body. An 
effort made to return it to him received only sixteen 
votes, and fifty thousand copies were immediately ordered 
by the Assembly to be printed. It can not be doubted 
that it convinced that body and the public, of his entire 
innocence of the charges brought against him, and, 
doubtless, the whole subject would have been dismissed 
after the receipt oi his communicati(m, had not he and 
bis friends demanded the form of a trial. The trial 
lasted several weeks, and its result was received with 
great acclamation from one end of the State to the 

other. 

Senator Mather has now been a resident of the city 
of New York for some years. In the fall of 1857 he 
was nominated by the Democratic convention of the 
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Foarih Senatorial district for the position whicli he now 
holds, and was successful bj a majority of nine thousand 
votes over both the opposing candidates — the largest 
majority eyer given for a Senator in any district in the 
State. He has, since then, been one of- the most indns- 
trions, energetic, and useful members of the Senate. 
As the Democratic member of the Standing Committee 
on Canals, he presented, at the last session of the Legis- 
lature, the elaborate minority report against the ezpe* 
diency of tolling railroads for the benefit of the Canals, 
which, as he claimed, prevented the inauguration of a 
system fraught with danger to the freedom of trade, 
and which, if adopted, would, in his judgment, have 
inevitably resulted perniciously, not only to New York 
city, but to the entire State. Distinguished among the 
advocates of Canal imprqvement, as he has always been, 
the reasons given by him why one line of transportation 
should not be taxed, and partially paralised, in order to 
support another, came home, in the opinion of his 
friends, with redoubled force of disinterestedness in the 
body to which he belongs, and convinced even gentle- 
men of adverse political views, that no such iDcquality 
should be sanctioned. 

Senator Mather was, also, chairman of the select 
committee to which was referred the subject of the 
repeal of the Metropolitan Police Law. He made 
an exceedingly able minority report and, also, an 
eloquent speech, of which ten 'thousand copies were 
ordered to be printed, against the law ; but the Republi- 
can majority in the Legislature considered it an essen- 
tial party measure, and his views were consequently not 
adopted. 

But the introduction of his bill for the repeal of the 
law appointing Commissioners to build a City Hall in 
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tbe city of New York, during the last session, is the aoi 
which entitles him most to the special gratitude of the 
party to which he belongs. The bill passed through both 
Houses by considerable majorities, and, in his opinion, 
ehecked, he hoped, permanently, one of the most iniqui- 
tous schemes of political profligacy and plunder which 
has ever been lobbied through the Legislature. The 
GoTemor was authorised by the law repealed, to appoint, 
at a large salary, five Commissioners who would have 
been empowered to expend money to the amount of 
millions of dollars, ostensibly to erect a City Hall ; but 
in reality for the purpose of obtaining an almost unlimi- 
ted patronise for the benefit of political plunderers, 

Mr. Mather's bill limited the expediture to two hund- 
red and fifty thousand dollars ; transferred the power of 
appointing Commissioners, whose number he reduced to 
three, from the Oovernor to the Mayor of the city inte- 
rested in the undertaking ; and iMrovided that the Com. 
missiojiers should exercise their functions without com- 
pensation. Every tax payer in the city of New York 
was directly benefitted by the timely interposition of 
this bill, and to Mr. Mather's indefatigable persever- 
ance alone are they indebted for the protection thus 
afforded them against the profligate schemes of unscru- 
pulous politicians. 

No individual connected with our State politics has 
heen made the focus of more bitter antagonism than 
Senator Mather, yet owing to the singularly unassuming 
amiability of the man, he counts among bis warmest 
personal friends the greatest number of those who have 
been arrayed against him in public life. Unpretending 
and ever ready to lend his services where required, to 
the very individuals against whom he might be supposed 
to have cause for cherished animosity, it is impossible 
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for Ms worst etkimjeB to withold from liim tKe tribate of 
praise wbich is his due as a higb-minded and eonrteovs 
gentleman, eyen tbongb on gronnds of general poHoy 
they may be bis adTersaries. 



JAMES NOXON. 

Senator Nozon was bom in Marcb, 1818, in tbe town 
of Onondaga, Onondaga oonnty, N. Y., and now reprcH 
sents bis own friends, wbo bare known bis life-long 
career — tbe most difficult of all tbe ordeals tbrongb 
wbicb a public man can pass. His ancestors were from 
Scotland and from Holland. Tbe name of bis fktber, 
B. Payis Nozon, is indelible in tbe judicial annals of 
tbis State, it baying been tbe synonym of a learned and 
faitbful counsel for balf a century. It bas been bis 
fortune to be prominent in. tbe legal conflicts of tbe 
State, from tbe day wb^ tbe place be bad cbosen as bia 
residence was a frontier, till it bad arisen to tiie wealth 
and importance of a great city. 

Senator Nozon receiyed tbe foundation of bis educa. 
tion at Homer, wbere be enjoyed tbe adyantage of tbe 
scbolarsbip of Mr. Woolwortb, wbo now fills tbe respon- 
sible office of Secretary of tbe Regents of tbe Uniyersity. 
At Hamilton and at Union Colleges be subsequently 
formed tbe strengtb and growtb of a complete education. 
Haying graduated, in 1838, be commenced tbe study of 
tbe law, and after receiying tbe primary instruction, in 
tbe city of Syracuse, in tbe office of Nozon, Leayen. 
wortb & Comstock, be formed in tbe Law Department of 
Yale College and tbe instruction of tbose eminent ciyil- 
ians, Daggett and Hitcbcook, tbat guide to tbe bigb 
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reason of the law, whicli is the best teacher of its duties. 
Gonclading bis studies in 1841, be was admitted to ike 
bar at ibe city of New York, and began bis praeticeas 
tbe successor of bis distinguisbed fatber, in tbe firm of 
Nozon, Leavenwortb & Gomstock. Of tbis firm, one 
member, Mr. Leavenwortb, bas filled tbe position of 
Secretary of State, and anotber, Mr. Gomstock, is on 
tbe bencb of tbe bigbest court in tbe State. 

Senator Noxon remained attacbed firmly, consistently, 
tad of principle, to tbe Wbig party, till tbe considera- 
tions wbicb seemed paramount, led to tbe dissolution of 
tbat party and tbe formation of tbe Republican party. 
He bas ever since worked faitbfuUy and perseyeringly 
in tbe Republican cause, bis idea of freedom being in 
advance, it may be, of tbat of otbers, but only because 
be bas refused to believe in any otber tban tbat of tbe 
universality of Liberty. 

He never beld any office at tbe bands of tbe people 
until 1855, wben tbe Republicans of tbe Twenty-second 
district presented bim to tne people as a candidate for 
tbe Senate, and wben be was elected by a most flatter- 
ing vote. During tbe two years tbat followed, be was 
an active and influential member of tbat body, as 
Cbairman of tbe Judiciary Gommittee, and was especi- 
ally prominent in tbe controversy wbicb arose in regard 
to tbe construction of a bridge across tbe Hudson river, 
at Albany, and tbe disposition of tbe property of Trinity 
oburcb. In tbe former case be was favorable to tbe 
construction of a bridge, and tbe bill autborising its 
construction became a law ; in tbe latter be advocated 
tbe proposition to divide tbe property of Trinity among 
ber branches, and carried it tbrougb tbe Senate. In 
1857 be was re-nominated for tbe Senate, and was again 
successful, lacking only a few votes of having a majority 
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over the> combined Democratic and American Yote in the 
district. * 

In person he is somewhat below the medium stature ; 
has light hair and beard ; large, blue eyes ; rather pale 
complexion, and a thoughtful countenance. He in 
sociable, frank, and open-hearted; and has multitudes 
of personal and political friends. He is a sound lawyer ; 
and a fluent, eloquent debater. He speaks rapidly, with 
appropriate gesticulation and animation, and has a clear, 
loud voice that occasionally makes the Senate chamber 
ring. He is a good, practical legislator, and will doubt- 
less not fail to do his duty to the interests of his imme* 
diate constituents and the commonwealth at large. 



JOHN E. PATTERSON. 

Senator Patterson is one of the oldest and most rene- 
rable looking men in the Senate. He is a native of ike 
town of Lisle, Broome county, N, Y., where he was 
bom, in March, 1800. His maternal ancestors were 
English, and his paternal, Scotch. His grandfather, 
Brig.-Oen. John Patterson, was a valiant soldier in the 
Revolutionary war, and took the command of West Point, 
after the capture of Andre, which he held till the close 
of the war. He was afterwards a Representative in 
the Eighth Congress, from what was then the Sixteenth 
district, in New York, and sat in the GonstitutioQal 
convention of 1804, where he was an industrious and 
influential member. He was, also, subsequently a mem* 
ber of the State Senate for several years, and, at that 
time, was one of the most prominent men in the state. 
Mr. Patterson's father, Josiah L« Patterson, was a 
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fiuaner, and a natiFe of Oonneotieiili, from whence he 
removed to Massachnsetts. Here he lived until abont 
the year 1791, when he emigrated to New York, and 
eetded in Broome county, where he remained until 1813, 
when he removed to Monroe county. He died about 
fourteen years ago, at the age of eightyfour, and hift 
wife, the mother of the hero of this sketch, and a 
dai^ter of Gen. Hyde, of Broome county, formerly 
of Massachusetts, died ahoifat the year 1838, at the age 
of seventy* 

. Senator Patterson was broi^t up on a farm, and 
received only an ordinary common school education* 
He remained at home with his father on the Sum until 
^e was twenty-seven years of age, when he was married 
to Miss Elizabeth Sheldon, who died shortly after, and 
removed to Parma G^tre, Monroe county, where he 
has always since resided. On going to tUs place, he 
embarked in the mercantile trade, in which he engaged 
about three years, when he turned his attention to farm- 
ing, and has always since been, more or less, so ocou- 
pted. In 1831, he was elected Justice of the Peace 
of the town in which he resides, and with the exception 
of a very few months, has Is^d the office ever since. 
In 1834, he was elected Supervisor, and again in 1835, 
'S6, '37, '51 and '53, holding the position during a 
period of six years, fie was appointed one of the Judges 
of the Court of Common Pleas, in 1844, and occupied 
a place on the bench till the court was abolished by the 
Coastitution of 1846. On his leaving this position, he 
was admitted to practice in the County Court, and in 
1851 was admitted to the bar of the Supreme Court. 
Since them he has been a practicing lawyer. In 1855, 
he was brought forward by the Bepublicans, of what 

was then the Twenty«8eveirth district, as a candidate for 
6 
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the Senate, and was elected. . He was renominated in the 
f&ll of 1857, in what is now the Twenty-eighth district, 
and was again sncoessfal by a handsome plurality. 
During the last session of the Legislature, he was Chair- 
man of the Standing Committees on Claims smd Ex- 
piring Laws in the Senate. 

Senator Patterson was formerly a Free Soil Demo, 
crat, and supported Mr. Yan Buren for the Presidency 
in 1848. He always voted a striidght ticket, till 1854, 
when he split in favor of Myron H. Clark, as the Tern. 
perance candidate for G-overhor* Upon the repeal of the 
Missouri Compromise, in the same year, he enlisted in. 
the Eepublioan movement, and has been a zealous mem- 
ber of that party ever since. He is an upright and re- 
spectable. man, and a sound, honest legislator. In per* 
son he is tall, slender, and well proportioned ; has snow 
white hair ; blue eyes, and a dignified, intelligent 
countenance. He never married the second time, and 
chiefly attends the Presbyterian church. 



GEORGE W. PRATT. 

Senator Pratt is the youngest member of the Senate. 
He was born in 1830, in Prattsville, Greene county, N. 
Y., a pleasant little village reared among the Catskill 
mountains, by his energetic and respected father, the 
Hon. Zadock Pratt, late member of Congress. He is 
descended from that noble band of pilgrims who first 
broke ground on the shores of New England, one 
of whom, Lieut. William Pratt, of Norfolk in England, 
settled at Hartford, Conn., in 1636. 
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Tbe subject of tliis sketch received a tborougli and 
oarefol education, physically assisted by extended 
journeys on the western frontiers of the country, until 
1848, when he went to Europe and completed his edu. 
cation in a German u^rersity, receiving a degree of 
Doctor in Philosophy. Subsequently he traveled exten. 
dvely in Egypt, the Holy Land, Turkey, and Russia, 
and finally returned to the United States in 1851. In 
1855 he was married to Miss Anna, daughter of Benja- 
min Tibbits, of Albany, and now resides at Kingston, 
Ulster county, in which county he is largely engaged 
in the manufacture of leather. He is, also, engaged in 
the same business in the city of New York. 

Senator Pratt devotes no inconsiderable portion of 
Us time to literary studies ; is interested in the com- 
mon school system of New York, and is now a member 
of various distinguished literary societies in this and 
fnreign countries^ He is an enthusiastic book collector, 
and has a library of nearly eight thousand volumes, 
including some of the most ancient and valuable works and 
manuscripts to be found in the world. His collection 
in Oriental languages, or relating to Oriental subjects, 
which contains about three thousand volumes, is espe- 
cially interesting and attractive. The library contains a 
large number of ancient and modem Bibles ; numerous 
interesting ancient classical works ', some of the best 
editions of the Italian poets ; and many early Spanish 
works. 

The State Military organization has no warmer friend 
than Senator Pratt. He has served in various grades, 
and under the administration of Gov« Seymour, held 
the office of Quarter-Master General. At present, he 
is Oojonel of one of the largest and most flourishing 
regiments in the State — ^the 20th Begiment, familiarly 
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known as the Ulster Onard — and it ig in no small degree 
owing to his own exertions that the military spirit of Ins 
county has made for itself a name. Like his &ther, 
he is a Democrat, and has never faltered in his dero** 
tion to the principles of liial^party. He has never 
aimed to be a politician, evidently caring but little for 
such advancement, and his election to the Senate may 
be said to be his first entrance into the political field. 
He was nominated by the Democrats of the Tenth di»> 
trict with great unanimity for this position, and was 
triumphant by a majority of fifteen hundred, over tiie 
American and Republican candidate, notwithstanding 
the district gave about four thousand against the Dem. 
ocrats in the great contest of 1856. During the last 
session of the Legislature he was an influential member 
ef the Committee on the Militia, and proved himself 
eminently citable and efficient in the discharge of all 
his official duties. He was, also, chairman of t^e Joint 
Library Committee, and as such, attended especially to 
all matters affecting the Library, the B^;ents ef the 
University, the history of the State, and all that ekes of 
public business. It was under the direction of ilm 
Oommitte that the present arrangment of the Senate 
Chamber and its adjoining rooms has be^^ made. 

Senator Pratt is both personally and political one ei 
the most popular men in the Senate, notwithstanding 
his comparative youth. Although bom and reared under 
the most advantageous circumstances, he has not, Uke 
the sons of most wealthy parents, failed to improve 
them, and is now possessed of the accomplishments, 
coupled with a naturally active mind and great si^rength 
of will, which cannot fail to advance him still higher in 
the scale of usefulness and distinction. He carries with 
him into the social circle the same unpretendmg umL 
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retired manner, for wbich he is distinguisbed in public, 
and atbougb of a cbeerful disposition, exhibits a digni" 
fied and respectful bearing which, at once, constitutes 
the only safe index to real nobility of soul and the true 
value of an exalted character. 

In person Senator Pratt is above the medium height, 
being tall and slender ; has a fine coat of light brown 
hair, blue eyes, stylish side whiskers, and a fine, heavy 
moustache. He . seldom addresses the Senate at any 
ooBsiderable length, but is active and faithful in the dis- 
dkarge of his duties as a legislator. 



ERASTUS S. PROSSER. 

There is much less of success in life really dependent 
upon accident, or what is usually denominated lucky than 
is generally imagined. Much more depends upon the 
objects which a man proposes to himself ; what accom. 
pHshmeuts or attainments he aims at ; what constitutes 
the circle of his vision and thoughts ; what he chooses, 
not to be educated for, but to educate himself for ; 
whether he looks beyond the present hour to the end 
and um of the whole of life ; or whether he listens to 
the appeals of indolence or vulgar pleasure, or to the stir- 
ring voice in his own soul, urging his ambition on to 
the higher and nobler objects of life. 

Senator Prosser, the successor of the Hon. James 
Wadsworth, who resigned hia place in the Senate in the 
&11 of 1858, is forty-nine years of age, and was born in 
ihe town of Westerlo, Albany county, N. Y. He is a 
aelf-eduoated man, having, enjoyed only the means of a 
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Tery limited English edaeation, and while comparatirely 
joung, removed to the city of Albany, where he em- 
barked in the forwarding trade. After remaining in that 
place for some time, he located in the city of Buffalo, 
where he now resides, and where he was extensiyely 
and successfully engaged in the forwarding business, tiU 
about a year ago, when he retired upon an ample for- 
tune. He possesses fine business capacities, combined 
with untiring industry and strict integrity, and is wholly 
indebted to his own unaided exertions and noble aims 
in life, for the eminent and gratifying success with 
which he has thus far met. 

In politics Senator Prosser was formerly a Democrat, 
till 1848, when his Anti-slavery proclivities led him 
into the support of Mr. Yan Buren for the Presidency. 
He subsequently joined the Bepublican party, and 
although elected to his present position by a union of 
Americans and Bepublicans, still claims to belong to 
that party, having acted accordingly, since the opening 
of the present Legislature. He never held any public 
office till his election to the seat he now occupies, hav- 
ing paid but little attention to general politics in his 
close confinement to his duties, as a strict business man, 
and, outside of the business world, has been known in 
public only as a zealous and consistent friend of the 
Oanals. His long experience in the forwarding trade 
has long since convinced him of the necessity and advan- 
tage of the speedy enlargen^nt and completion of these 
great channels of commerce, and the deep interest which 
he has always taken in this great question was probably 
the only inducement for him to consent to become a can- 
didate for the position he now occupies. He has, also, 
been industriously engaged in the enterprise of intro- 
ducing steam navigation on the Erie canal, and looks 
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upon it as one of the greatest improyements of the day 
in canal navigation. 

Senator Prosser has a family, and is personally, as 
well as politically, popular among all who know him. 
His whole life is a striking illustration of the fact, that a 
good name, founded on real worth of character, is far 
beyond any thing else in real value, and far better is 
it for a young man to begin the world penniless with 
this in his possession, than to be the proprietor of vast 
estates and the inheritor of paternal fame, with neither 
the disposition nor the ability to maintain them He 
cannot become wise, nor good, nor great by proxy, 
and the sooner he ascertains this and acts upon it, the 
better it will be for him. 

Senator Prosser is rather prepossessing in his per- 
sonal appearance, being about medium in height, with 
an active frame, sharp, grey eyes, and a bushy, iron-grey 
beard ; and wears a cheerful good-natured, though dig- 
nified and somewhat reserved expression upon his coun- 
tenance which, at once, gives assurance of the real man.. 



RICHARD SCHELL. 

Senator Schell is a native of Dutchess county j N. Y., 
and is forty-seven years of age. He is of German 
descent, and his ancestors were among the earliest 
German settlers who came into Dutchess and Columbia 
counties. He is the eldest of four brothers, of whom 
Augustus Schell, the present Collector of the^ port of 
New York, is the second. He received a^ liberal educa- 
tion, and when comparatively young,, removed to the 
city of New York, where he embarked in the business 
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of a broker, in which he is still engaged, on Wall slirest. 
He has, probably, been the most fearless and yentore*. 
some financial man in the country, and has alternately 
made and lost more money than any other man ^igaged 
in a similar business in the city of New York. 

Although firm, decided, and uncompromising in his 
political views, Senator Schell has never been a profes- 
sional politician, preferring to devote the largest share 
of his time and attention to his own private affairs^ and 
has contented himself with being a silent-working and 
liberal member of his party* He was brought forward 
by the Democrats of his district with entire unanimity 
for the Senate, in the fall of 1857, and was elected to 
the seat he now occupies in that body, by a majority 
over the combined forces of the Ameiioan and Eopnb- 
lican parties. The district from which he has been 
elected includes all that part of the city in which Fifth 
avenue is situated, and he represents mere wealth than 
any other member of either branch of the Legislature. 

In the Senate, Mr. Schell discharges his duties with 
credit to himself, and the most perfect fidelity to his 
constituents. He never indulges in speech-making, be- 
lieving that the legislation of the State can be properly 
disposed of with a great deal less talking, but pursues a 
quiet, straight-forward, industrious, and consistent 
course, which commands the unqualified approbation of 
his legislative associates and the people. He is a man 
of sound judgment, with a strong, discriminating mind, 
and never, regardless of cimsequences to himself ov 
friends, gives the least countenance to any things in the 
shape of legislation, which does not harmonise or tend 
to the promotion of the best interests of the people. 
He very appropriately occupied a position on the Goi»? 
mittee on Finance, during the last session of the Legis* 
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latare, aad was prabably the best finanoier on that 
eommittee He has always been a Democrat and a 
deyoted partisan, and is eminently national in all his 
political views and feelings, neyer refusing, tm all men 
should do, to sacrifice, if need be, every local interest 
n^on the altar of the Constitution and the Union. 

In person Senator Schell is about the medium height ; 
is- well formed, and somewhat inclined to corpulency, 
with black hair and eyes, and a full, dignified face. He 
possesses fine, social qualities, and in both public and 
ptiyate life, enjoys a high d^ee of personal popularity. 



GEORGE G. SCOTT. 

Senator Scott was bom in the town of BaUsion, Sara* 
tega county, N. Y., in 1811. He is the only child of 
James Scott, long a noted land surveyor in that 
county, who was, also, a native of BaUston, and died 
there in 1857, at the advanced age of eigthy*three. 
The latter was the only son of George Scott, a native of 
Punnamanugh, Londonderry county, Ireland, who, in 
177B, came with his family to this country, and located in 
Ballston, then a frontier settlement in the wilderness. 
On one occasion, towards the close of the Bevolution, 
his dwelling was attacked and pillaged at midnight by 
a band of Indians and Tories from Canada, and him- 
self tomahawked and left for dead by the enemy. 

Senator Scott was graduated at Union College in 
1831. He then commenced the study of the law at 
BaUston Spa,"the eounty seat of Saratoga county, serv- 
ing the first half of his clerkship with Palmer & Good- 
rich, and the remaining half with Brown & Thompson. 
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He was admitted as an attorney in the Supreme Cowtt 
in 1834 and immediately opened an office in the same 
Tillage, where he has practiced ever since, with much 
more than ordinary success. It is said that he has 
tried more causes as a referee than any other lawyer in 
Saratoga county, having always had the confidence of 
the people as a man of sound judgment and a thorough 
knowledge of his profession. In 1888 he was appointed, 
by Got. Marcy, one of the Judges of the County 
Oourts, but resigned in 1840, ^en his term of office 
had about half expired, preferring to devote more of 
his time and attention to his private practice. He was 
also a Justice of the Peace from 1837 to 1849, and dis* 
charged the duties of the office with marked ability and 
entire satisfaction. In 1856 Senator Scott was nomin- 
ated to represent the First district of Saratoga county 
in the Assembly, and being the candidate of the two 
seperate organizations into which the Pemocratic partj 
was then divided, was^ successful by a large plurality, 
over both the American and Bepublican candidates* 
He was a prominent member of the Standing Commit* 
tee on Ways and Means, during the session of 1856, 
and was the only Democratic member of the House 
placed upon that committee. In the political tornado 
of 1856 he was again elected to the Assembly by two 
votes ovet his Bepublican, and some two or three hundred, 
over his American competitor, running largely ahead 
of his ticket. At the ensuing session he was one of the 
most active and prominent members of the Standing 
Committee on the Judiciary. It was during this ses- 
sion that he made a speech on the negro suffrage ques. 
tion, which, at once, established his reputation as a 
sound thinker and a good debater. He took strong 
ground against the doctrine of universal suffrage, and 
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while acknowledhig that the negro had rights as well as 
the white man, maintained that the foxiner onght not 
to be placed on an eqnal footing with the latter at the 
Vallot-box. In the fall of 1B57, the Democrats of the 
fifteenth Senatorial district, brought him forward as 
a candidate for the seat he now occtipies in the Senate, 
and he was triumphantly elected by a handsome major- 
ity. Daring the last session of the Legislature he was 
churman of the Standing Committee on the Division 
of Towns and Counties, and occupied a prominent posi- 
tion on the Committee on Claims. 

Senator Scott was married in 1839, to Miss Lucy 
Lee, daughter of Joel Lee, a prominent citizen of 
Ballston, who had held seyeral responsible positions 
at the hands of the people. He has four children — 
three promising daughters and an intelligent son. He 
is one of the most concise and logical debaters in the 
Senate, and is. truly remarkable for his calmness, self- 
possession, and dignity, while addressing that body. 
He is most emphatically the right man in the right 
place, and will, no doubt, be received, at the close of 
his Senatorial career, by the universal plaudits of 
lus constituents, <*well done thou good and faithful 
8«rvant." 



SAMUEL SLOAN. 

Senator Sloan was born on the 25th of December, 
1817, in the beautiful little town of Lisburn, within 
seven miles of Belfast, in the north of Ireland, and is 
now forty-one years of age. When about two years 
old, his parents emigrated to this country, and settled 
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in the citj of New York. In 1798, kowever, some of 
his ancestors, owing to the pi^tical troubles of their 
native land, emigrated and settled in the State of Ken- 
taeky, where thej and their numerous descendants have 
distinguished themselves for their devotion to republican 
instituUons. 

At an early age Senator Sloan became a pupil in one 
of the public schools in New York. Subsequently he 
entered the grammar school of Columbia College, aad 
pursued his studies until he was about fifteen years of 
age, when, owing to the sudden death of his father, 
leaving his widowed mother, with five orphan children, 
idmost exclusively upon their own resources, he mm 
compelled to abandon his career as a student, and turn 
his attention to some more practical mode of supporting 
himself and those in a great measure dependia^ upon 
him. He entered the counting house of one of the 
most extensive English importing houses in New York, 
and so<Mi after became a clerk in the old established 
house of McBride & Co., the founder of which, James 
MoBride, recently deceased, was for near half a century 
engaged in the Irish and English trade, and every where 
known for his strict integrity of character. Senates 
Sloan remained in this house, as clerk, till 1845, when 
he became a partner, under the natne of George McBride, 
Jr., & Co. On the 1st day of January, 1857, the firm 
was dissolved, and Senator Sloan having, in December, 
1855^ been elected president of the Hudson Eiver Bail- 
road Company, retired from business, and has since 
devoted his whole attention to the interests of the com- 
pany. He still holds this office, and as the chief execu- 
tive officer of the company, has successfully carried it 
through one of the severest trials experienced in railroad 
management. 
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In ike B]»ri]ig of 1844, 8en»tAr Sloan married Mim 
Margaret Elmendorf, of Somersei county, N. J., a 
ufiDDiber of one of the ddeet families in that section 
of the country, and removed to Brooklyn, where he has 
always since resided. In 1852, he was elected as a Super- 
visor of Kings county, and in 1853 was appointed one 
af the commisfiioners to form a charter for the consoli- 
dation of Brooklyn, Williamsburgh, and Bushwick. In 
these positions he dischwrged his duties with &aJdre 
^atis&ction to the people of the district he represented. 
In 1852, he was a candidate for nomination in the Demo- 
cratic <3oiigre8ai<mal convention of hia district, but 
^thoi^h tbe largest nuanber of delegates were elected 
l»¥orable to his nomination, he was by some un&ir 
means defeated hf two votes. 

He was never ambitious of political prefennent, 
always pr^erring to devote his whole time and attention 
to his own private affairs, but in the fall of 1857, the 
Democrats of the Second Senatorial district successfully 
nrged iq>on him the nomination for Senator. The dis- 
trict was then strongly Republican, and his competitor, 
Hon. Abijah Mann, Jr., enjoyed a high reputation as a 
legislator, bnt the contest resulted in the election of 
Mr« Sloaa, by a large majority. As a member of the 
Standing Committees on Banks and Oommerce, and 
Navigation, in the Senate, during the last session of the 
Legislature, he proved himself eminently serviceable, 
alike to his immediate constituoats and the State at 
iMTge, and successfully established his reputation as a 
faithful and efficient public servant. 

Senator Sloan has always been a Democrat of the 
National stamp* He is a prominent . member of the 
Dutch Beformed church, and has always been actively 
connected with various benevolent and religious associ- 
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' ations. In hiB general deportment lie is quiet and 
nnassoming ; has an elevated mind, a high-toned moral 
feeling, strong natural sympathy, great firmness, deter- 
mination, dignity, independence, and self-reliance ; and 
is an honest, skillful, and correct business man, capable 
of driving large enterprises, and bearing heavy respon- 
sibilities. As a citisen, he occupies a high position in 
the city where he resides, and perhaps one of the most 
interesting and sociable occasions that has transpired 
in Brooklyn for many years, was when its citizens con- 
gratulated him, with a complimentary dinner, in Decem- 
ber 1857, upon his election to the Senate. In reply to 
an invitation to be present on that occasion, the Hon. 
Brastus Oorning, President of the New York Oentnl 
railroad wrote as follows : <*It would give me great pleatf^ 
ure to be present to bear witness in person to my high 
appreciation of Mr. Sloans' ability and character, esp^ 
oially to the very able manner in ^ioh he has dischar- 
ged the responsible duties of President of the Hudson 
Biver railroad company. Although, when he accepted 
that post, he did so without any experience in railroad 
matters, by his energy and thoroughness, he soon made up 
for that want ; and by the success of his administration 
in every department to which he has attended, he has 
in my judgment, proved himself to be one of the ablest 
railroad managers in the country. The adminis- 
trative abilities thus developed, and the knowledge of 
the business and interests of our state thus obtained, 
will prove of great service to Mr. Sloan in the dischrage 
of his Senatorial duties." 

In person Senator Sloan is somewhat tall and slender ; 
has dark hair and eyes ; a flushed face, and an honesti 
thoughtful countenance. Having arisen by his own 
exertions to the distinguished position he now occupies, 
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Mb whole Ustory is another striking illnstration of the 
glorioiifl influence of £ree republican institutions in 
assigning to merit and genius their proper place and 
reward. 



JOSHUA B. SMITH. 

Senator Smith was born in the town of Smithtown, 
county of Suffolk, N. Y., on the 9th of February, 1801, 
and has the appearance of being not more than forty 
years of age, having, as yet, scarcely a gray -hair in his 
bead. He is a lineal descendant of Uie sixth generation, 
a&d still resides on the old homestead, where his father 
and grandfather lived and died. He belongs to the 
<< Bull Smith " stock, so filled from the fact, that the 
great-grandsire of the name, upon emigrating to this 
QOuntry, from Yorkshire, England, purchased, for a 
certain stipend, as much land as he could ride around in 
a day, and having no horses, which were then scarce, he 
used a bxdl for the purpose, which he had trained to the 
bridle. 

Senator Smith owes nothing to a regular course of 
education, having had the advantages only of an ordi- 
nary district school, and is, in a very great degree, a 
self-made man. He is a tiller of the soU, and from his 
youth up, has always been a practicfd farmer. In 1827 
he was appointed an Adjutant of the 137th regiment of 
the New York State militia, under a commission of the 
late Gov. Marcy ; and in 1881 was appointed Colonel 
of the same regiment. He held his commission three 
years, and then resigned, receiving an honorable dis- 
charge. In 1827 he was elected a Justice of the Peace, 
of the town in which he lives, and is said to have die- 
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obarged tbe dvties of the offioe in % hi^y satib&eiiecj 
mftiiBer. In 1832 he was appointed one of ike JjoAgm 
of the eonrt of Oomrnon Pleaa, with the approval of tbe 
Governor of the State, which approval, was, in thoM 
days, indiflpensable, and held the position for two terma, 
embracing a period of ten years. His father had filled 
the same plaoe before him for more than twenty-five 
years, and was so suooessful in his eareer, as a Judge^ 
^at he was pemitted to beeapy the position, notwith. 
standing freqneml ohanges in the adaunistratioii of tiM 
State. His fathw was, also, for many years, a distin- 
guished and influential member of the State Senate. 

In the fall of 1888 Senator Smith was chosen a mem- 
ber of Assembly, and was re-elected to tiie session of 
1843, during the administration of ex-Gov. Souok. 
In the fall of the same year, he was nominated and 
elected to tile Senate, from what was then the Seomi 
Senatorial distrioti embraeing a territory of nine cooi^ 
ties. The State was then divided Into eight Senatorial 
distriets, and each district was ei^tled to four Senaton^ 
who wefe elected for foor years* In the fall of 1SS7 
the Democratic party again nominated him for the Sen- 
ate, with great unanimity, aad he wm elected from 
what is now known as the Fiisst district. He was ehair^ 
man of the Standing Committee on Agricultcve during 
the last session, and was always found ai his post, die* 
charging his duties to the best of his ability. 

Senator Smith has always been an old National Besu 
Derat, as were also his lather and grandfather before him. 
He has always been an aodve politician, feeling a deep 
interest in whatever pertains to the welfare of theeomu 
try ; but has never been what is usually termed a polit- 
ieal demagogue or intriguer. Strong proof of this is the 
faet, that, while he has not unfrequently refused maaj 
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prominent poaiiions at the hands of tlia people, he haa 
]i«Ter Bought to avoid any duty which he felt he owed 
them. He fills his poaition in the Senate with dignity 
mod ability, and, although not a frequent talker, poa- 
aesses an influence which is aeldom disregarded in the 
proceedings of that body. 

The Senator is a tall nan, standing full six feet in his 
stockings ; is quick, active in step, having an elastic 
frame, capable of enduranoe; and has black hair, a 
mooth face, and a penetrating, hasel eye. 



FRANCIS B. SPINOLA. 

Senator Spinda was bom on the 19th of March, 
1821, at Stony Brook, Suft>lk county, N. Y. His 
fa^er, who came to this country at an early age, to 
oemplete his edueatiim, and who finally settled here, 
was a native of the isknd-of Madeira, and his paternal 
grandfather was an Italian. Both hie mother and mater> 
nal grandmother were natives of Long Island, and his 
maternal grandfather, who served through the Bevolu- 
tionary war, as an ofteer, was an Irishman. 

In early life Senator Spinola received hai very little 
schooling, and when nearly sixteen years of age, was 
apprenticed to the trade of a jeweler. He served his 
time at this business, until he was twenty-one years of 
age, when he abandoned it, on account of an unusual 
degree of inactivity in the trade. Being an extremely 
handy youth, he then turned his attention to black* 
smithing, which he followed nearly a year, when he 
engaged in the grocery business. After pursuing this 
occupation a short time, he engaged himself to work at 
7 . 
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the carpenter's trade, wbich he followed nearly a year, 
when he was appointed an Asnstant to the Clerk of the 
Common Council, of the city of Brooklyn, where he 
then, and has always since, resided. This post he ocett- 
.pied abont a year, his engagement having been only for 
a specific amount of work, which he had completed 
within that period, and he then became a clerk in the 
office of the Hon. Cyrus P. Smith, with whom he 
remained a year. Shortly after, he was appointed 
Assistant Clerk of the Common Council, which position 
he filled until he was elected Alderman from the Second 
ward, in 1846. He was again the Whig candidate in 
the following year, and although the ward had always 
been one of the Democratic 8tr(Mighold8, he was defeated 
by only one vote. In the following spring, however, he 
was again ekoted, and was subsequently re-elected four 
different times. At the expiration of his term of office^ 
as Alderman, he was eleeted tbree suooessive years aJs 
Supervisor, and in the full of 1855, was the suceesaM 
Democratic oaadidate in his distriot, for tiie Assembly. 
In 1857, he was brought forward by the Democraits of 
the Third district, as a candidate for the Senate^ and 
was triumphantly elected to that body, by a large majo- 
rity, over the oombined Republiean and American vote. 
In addition to all these positions, he also held the post 
of Harbor Master five years, wiiieh he received from 
Gov. Young, and has been an active member of the fire 
department for twenty years, fiUing eonseeutively all the 
diff^erent offices, save that of Chief Bngineer. 

Senator Spinola commenced his political career as a 
zealous and consistent admirer of Henry Clay, and coo'* 
tinned to act with the Whig party, until it resolved 
itself out of existence, when his conservative views on 
the Slavery question, led him into the Democratic ranks, 
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wliere he has always since steadily remained. He was 
elected a member of the Whig Oeneral Committee, 
before he was twenty-one years of age, in the city of 
Brooklyn, and was then, as he is now, and as he always 
has been, one of the most actiye and influential party 
men in the district or ward where he resides. He is 
always on hand on election day, ready to devote one 
day, at least, to the service of his country, and never 
fails to oontribute his full share of labor to the success 
of the candidates and measures of the party to which 
hm belongs. He has, also, by his course in the Senate, 
as a member of the Standing Committees on Privileges 
foid Elections, and on Internal Affairs of Towns and 
Ckmnties, shown himself a faithful representative. 

Senator Spinola is married, and was reared in the 
Bpiseopal branch of the ohureh. In person, he is some- 
what above the medium height ; has a muscular, elastie 
frame ; dark hair and complexion ; sharp, blue eyes ; 
smooth face, and a frank, good natured countenance. 
He is a fair q>eaker; a practical, energetic man, and 
enjeys a more than ordinary degree of personal and 
poHtieal popularity. 



HORATIO J. STOW. 

On entering the Senate Chamber, the stranger's 
attention seldom fuls to be first attracted by the per- 
sonal appearance of Senator Stow. He is, physically, 
the largest man in the Senate, being tall, very fleshy 
and corpulent, and weighing about two hundred and 
twenty-five pounds. He has a full, round, massive face; 
a large, well-formed head, thinly coated with light, gray 
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hur ; light bine eyes, and m glowing countenance, wUck 
mdioates a good liver — a higblj seasoned relish for the 
Best of oysters, fresh canvas back dncks, good, genidn^ 
heidsich, and all the other delicacies of this life. 

Senator Stow is doubtless, in hb own way, the most 
remarkable man in the Senate. It is possible, that, as 
he once said of Gen. Harrison, he was bom at a rery 
early period of his life, though the anther having failed 
to obtain any authentic information as to his birth, it is 
not improbable, that, like another distingnidied indivi* 
dual of whom we read in Uncle Tom*s Cabin, he was 
never bom at all. It appears, however, that he is ft 
native of Lowville, Lewis county, N. Y., and is abovl 
iifty years of age. He is descended horn good, old, 
iubstantial English stock, and his father, SUas Stow, 
W|M a man of eminent distinction during his life timo. 
He emigrated from Middletown, Conn.; to New Yor]e» 
as early as 17^7, aikd settled in Lewis county, which 
was then a part of Oneida. He was subsequently a 
Representative in the Twelfl;h Congress, from what was 
then the Tenth district, and for quite a series of years 
presided on the bench of Lewis county as Chief Judge. 

Senator Stow was educated at the Lowville academy, 
an institution of considerable reputation, and after 
leaving school, went into Jefferson county, and com- 
menced the study of the law in the oiBce of the Hon. 
Thomas C. Chittenden, a prominent lawyer in that sec- 
tion of the State, with whom he remained until admitted 
to the bar. Some time after, he removed to Erie county, 
and settled in Buffalo, where he at once established 
himself in the pursuit of his profession, speedily acquir* 
ing a reputation as a man of good mind, and a sound, 
reliable judgment. Having practiced law a few years, 
he was elected Recorder of the city of Buffalo, which 



mOQBXPHIOAL gKSTOHBS. ' 101 

offioe he occupied Bcveral yeani) and was sent from Eris 
eoimty to the Constitutional convention of 1846. H< 
took an active and somewhat influential part in the 
deliberations of that body, but at the close of the Con- 
vention decHned to subscribe to the new constitutioni 
and went back to his constituents, repudiating every 
feature of the work that had just been accomplished. - 
This was the last position he ever held at the hands of 
the people of Erie county, and a few years ago he aban- 
doned the law, and removed to Lewiston, Niagara 
county, where he is now engaged, on a pretty extensive 
scale, in farming. 

In politics Senator Stow belongs to no distinct organ- 
isation, claiming to be entirely ** Independent," and 
although strictly honest, is a striking illustration of the 
truth of the definition of Jefferson, who says, that ** an 
indep^Qdenb man is one upon whom no one can depend.'* 
Be, at one time, formerly acted with Uie Whig party, 
professing great friendship, for and admiration of, the 
lailiented Clay, and in 1848 supported Mr. Yan Buren for 
the Presidency, on the celebrated Buffalo platform. He 
was strongly opposed to the repeal of the Missouri Com- 
promise, as he now is to the further extension of slavery, 
and in 1856 warmly advocated the election of Col. Fre. 
m^dt to tihe Presidency. In 1857 he was brought for- 
ward by the anti-railroad interest of the Twenty-ninth 
district for Senator, in opposition to the Hon. Alonzo 
S. Upham, the Republican candidate, who was the spe- 
cial friend of the railroad power, and was elected by a 
complimentary plurality. Thus far he has acted with 
all parties in the Senate, and as chairman of the Stand- 
ing Committee on Canals, during the last session, has 
lost no time in declaring war against what he regardd as 
the iniquitous railroad power of the State — a subject 
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which 18 seemingly claimiDg his entire time and att«i« 
lion. He appears to sympathise more with the Bepnb- 
licans than either of the other parties in the Senate, and is 
sometimes denominated an "Independent Bepublican; " 
but it is difficult to correctly classify him, for he is 

'' A creature of amphibious nature, 
On land a beast, a fish in water ; 
That always prays on graee or sin, 
A sheep without, a wolf within.'' 

Senator Stow is vain, eccentric, and Yolcanic, being 
often guided more by knpulse than intellect, and ^pa- 
rently looks upon all men as his inferiors. His manner 
is singular and difficult to comprehend, one moment 
being social and communicatlye, at another entirel/ 
reserved and exceedingly repulsiye ; and he is as likdj. 
to meet you with a cool, distant turn of the head as ik 
hearty, welcome smile. In social life, as in politics, he 
is a huge comet, sweeping recklessly through space, and 
neither his course nor his appearance can be cakulated 
with the least predusion« He has a strong mind, ,and 
expresses himself with ease and eloquence, but is too 
impulsive for a successful leader. He goes in ezteofiively 
for principles, and neglects details.. He is what men 
■C931 impracticable. He plants- himself at the base of ft 
mountain of public Wrong, and insists on cutting right 
through it — ^a political Hannibal, making his way through 
the Alps — ^a work lor many a life-time, if not utterly 
impracticable, while there is a sure road> around the 
mountain, easily trodden by a leader and his host, by 
which he could lead them into the pleasant valleys of 
Reform. 
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LYMAN TRUMAN. 

Senator Traman is a remarkable man, banng arisen, 
under nniisiiallj adverse circomsiances, from quite an 
humble condition in life to his present distinguished, 
publio and private, position in the State. After receiv- 
ing a few months' common sehoc^ng, he was left alone, 
at the age of sixteen, with a widowed mother, four 
btothers, and three sisters, younger than himself, with- 
out aay means soareelj of a support. His father, who 
was % farmer, it is true, left them in the possession of 
the place upon which they were living ; but it was so 
£ur encumbered as almost to preclude the possibility of 
ibeir retaining it. Nodiing daunted, however, Lyman 
went to work like a good fellow, and succeeded in sup- 
porting the family, sending the children, at the same 
tine, to school, and in retaining the farm, until all 
daina against it were fully paid, to the very last far* 
tliag. In accomplishing this he employed himself in 
various ways, until he was twenty-four years of age, 
when he became a clerk in a store in an adjoining town.. 
Here he remained three years in this capacity, when he 
Mnbarked with a partner in the mercantile trade for 
himself, and continued thus engaged about three years. 
Ho then purchased his partner's interest in the establish- 
ment, and shortly after took his three younger brothers 
in with him as partners. About this time he-purchased a 
farm, and presented it to the oldest of his brothers who 
had always followed the plow. He was succeeded in 
the mercantile trade about a year since by his brother- 
in-law, and has since then been engaged wUh his 
younger brothers, in various successful enterprises. 
During the last thirty-five years he has»likewise» been a 
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practical raftsman, and has nerer failed to make his 
annual trip down the Snsquehaiina^ln this capacitj. 
He is a man of sterling integrity and untiring energy ; 
upright and honorable in all his dealings ; aifd oeett« 
pies a prominent poisition among the business men in 
the section of the State where he resldeil. A fetr yeiar# 
since he was elected President of the ^nk of Owego, 
an institution which had then descended to ahnost uni. 
rersal discredit ; but he succeeded in placing it uponr a 
sure footing, and in successMly carrying it throt^ tA 
the financial troubles of the great panic of 1857. 
Indeed, there are probably fsw better business metti tor 
the State than Lyman Truman. 

Senator Truman is a native of Candor, Tioga ooiaity, 
N. Y., and is of English and Scotch descent. He wa» 
bom on the 2d of March, 1806, and is l^erefore new 
fifty-three years of age. Both his paternal and mater* 
nal grandfatheHB took part in the Berolutf onary strtfg- 
gle, and the latter was especially preininetit in the 
troubles at Stonington, €onn., where the €kn^al gOT^ 
emment contracted a debt with him wtich was paid 
only a few years since. Lyman's fkther, Aaron Truman, 
emigrated from Massachusetts to New York, in 1804^ 
and settled in TSoga county, where he died, in 16t8, al^ 
the age of thitty-eight. His wife, the mother of the 
subject of this sketch, was a native of Oontiecttciit, and 
died, in 1844, at the age of sixty. 

Senator Truman held various unimportant town 
offices previous to 1840, when lie was elected Sup€*ti» 
sor. ' He was again elected twice to the same positiOft, 
and in 1847 ran as a stump candidate for the Assembly 
in what was then a ^rong Democratic district, lacking 
only a few votes of an election. He decHned all farther 
nominations from that time until 1857, when the Repub* 



Ueans of the Twenty-fourih diBtriot brought him forward 
as a caadidato for^ and eUeted him to, the seat he now 
fills in the Senate. In early life he was an advocate of 
I^enooratio measure and cast his Irst vote for Gen, 
Jftdeson. He beoaae a Whig after^ 1833, and voted 
wMi that party until 1848, when his Free Soil proelivi- 
tias M him into the ranks of the siq»porter8 of Mr. Van 
B«wn, iw whiim he tbcA voted for Prendent. From this 
tbne he took no farther part in pities, being too mmoh 
attgroseed with his own {Hrivnte aCurs, nnttt the repeal of 
the Missouri Oonpremise. He immev&^ly then became 
a aealona advocate of the Bepnbileaa movement, and has 
ever sinee been a wann supporter 6f the dootrines of that 
pffPiy, taldng the simmp on all propter occasions in ^ir 
behalll He is, also^ a strong advocate of the system of 
Iran sehoolsy and never ftfis to exert tall his power and 
laAnence in support of the grsat oaiuie of Temperance. 

^Benatoff Tiuumi was married en the 14)th of January, 
ISSB, to Miss Sadie M. Ooodrkh, by whom he has 
tluee ohildr«n, a«d Ma fttmily attend the Congregational 
flhnroh. In ^person, he is a man about the medium 
heii^t; iavNucidar and wdi formed ; has blue eyes ; a 
dark oontpkzi<ln, and a prefosion of dark brown hair. 
With a plecnaDt, busiiiess*like face, whose features are 
very strongly marked. He is^mild, courteous, and un« 
esttentattons is his manner ; is j^binly and well dressed ; 
and never seems to be disengaged. He is a Ikir speaker, 
aad a good reasoner, but never troubles the Senate with 
speeeh.making, regarding good, nound, safe legislation 
as more the residt of correct thinking and thorough 
work than long*winded speeches. During the last ses- 
sion of the Legislature he discharged his duties ftith- 
Mly and intelligently, as chairman of the Senate Standing 
Cknnmittees on Public Expenditures and Claims. 



] 
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OSMER B. WHEELER. 

Senator Wheeler is the son of Jesse Wheeler, a 
professional lawyer and snoeessfdl agrieultarist, in Goor 
neetioat, and was born in 1810, in the town of Weston^ 
Fairfield conntj, in that State. At the age of fourteen 
he was apprenticed to the tanning and evnrjing trade, 
in the citj of Bridg^K>rt, a few miles from his natire 
place, and seryed an af^entioeship until he was twea^ 
years of age. Shortly after, he iaunigfated to Greene 
oounty, N. Y., where he beeame foreman of the «xtffli* 
sire establishmoit of Col. Zadoek Pratt, with whom he 
remained, in this oapaoity, about eight years, at the «nd 
of which time he removed to SnlliTaa oounty, where he 
engaged in the tanning business, on his own respoBsi« 
bility. He is now a very laige land h<^der, and is ftfo* 
prietor of the most eztenaiye oak taniD»iy in the United 
States. His establiiriiment is known as the '< OaMand 
Tannery," and is surrounded by a TiUage, with a popu* 
lation of about three himdred, which he has built withia 
a few years, and which is known by the name of Oak-* 
land. He has taken great puns in laying out the 
village, and has sneceeded in making it <mm of the most 
pleasant little places in the State. 

Senator Wheeler has received a thorongh bunness 
education, and is emphatically a self*>made man. He is 
descended from '< the people," his ancestors having 
neither rank nor fortune, and he never forgefcs the elnia 
from which he sprung. When he removed to Greene 
county from his native State, his entire eapital e<msiated 
of two dollars and a half in cash ; but he is now com- 
fortably situated in life, having, by his industry, perse* 
verance and frugality, acquired an independent fortune. 
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His reputation as an active, correct business man, is 
nnequaled in SoUiyan county, and to tUs trait in his 
character may, no doubt, be safely attributed the 
largest share of his success in life. Indeed, whereyer 
he is known, he is regarded as a useful, practical, ener- 
getic, and conunon sense man, and his whole life affords 
an additional illustration of the truth, that it is impos- 
sible "to get something for nothing^''* and that the 
IKyine declaration, <tthou shalt eat thy bread by the 
sweat of thy brow," has lost none of its original force. 
Senator Wheeler made his first entrance into public 
Hfe, in 1852, wheil He was elected Superyisor of the 
town in which he now resides. He was subsequently 
elected three times to the same position, and hel^ 
seyeral other responsible public trusts, until the fall of 
1857, when the Americans of the Ninth district, nomi- 
nated him for the seat he now fills in the Senate. His 
nomiDation was afterwards endorsed by the Bepublicans, 
who were fayorable to him on personal grounds, and who 
had nearly despaired of succeeding with a candidate of 
their own peculiar faith, and he was elected by a ma- 
jority of upwards of sixteen hundred, notwithstanding 
the fact, that many dissatisfied Bepublicans either yoted 
%3X the Democratic candidate, or did not attend the polls 
at all. He, howeyer, went into the contest as a genuine 
National American, and may consequently be said to 
have triumphed almost entirely, through the influence and 
strength of his own party. During the session of the 
Legislature which followed, he was indefatigable in the 
faithful discharge of his functions, as chairman of the 
Standing Committee (m Public Buildings and a prominent 
and influential member of the Committees on Boads and 
Bridges, and Manufactures, and was equally as prompt 
and industrious in the fulfillment of his duties on the 
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floor of the Senate. Altiiov^ stroiigl j averse to nniie. 
oessarily intniding questicms c^ a National <^araoier 
upon State legislation, to Uie exclusion of matters in 
which the people are more direetij interested, yet his 
speech, on the snbjeot of Popular SoTereignty, deUvered 
in the Senate, on the 8th ef March, 1868, which wa0 
extorted from him hy the indirect attars of some of his 
political ^^nents npen the party of which he u a 
member, was one of the most masterly efforts of the 
session, and, at once, placed him in the front rank of 
r^resentative men. It was then that he was the tanA 
to raise his vmce in the Caphol of ihe Bo^ire Slate ia 
hehalf of that great dooteme of p<^nkr ri^ts, as eonr 
tradistingaished fn>m that supposed power which he fio 
aptly christened •* Oongressional Sorereignty," and ^he 
uuTersal faTor with which the sentimentSi expressed by 
him on that occasion, hare since been feeeived, by the 
great mass of iJke people of this and erery other Stele in 
the Union, will fovever attest their soundness, imparti* 
ality, wisdom, and disinterested patriotism, fie teA 
strong grounds against both Executire and OongFCS* 
rional interference in the internal affairs of the pe^le, 
either in then- territorial or state capacity, and success- 
fully maintained that the people should always have ^e 
exclusive and undisturbed right to regulate all their 
domestic affairs in their own way, subject only to the 
Constitution of the United States. 

Senator Wheeler was rocked in a Henry Olay Wyg 
cradle ; was reared as a Whig, and was always an ac^ve 
and devoted advocate of the principles of that party, 
while it had an organisation. But when the Americtm 
party suddenly sprung iuto existence, upon the cxigen* 
cies of the times, he immediately took a decided stand 
in behalf of its principles ; and was among the first to 
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take "part in its organization, in SttUiyan eonntj. He 
has nerer l>ee& an aspirant lor politioal distinction, 
altkongh, by no means, an indifferent obseryer of what- 
ever pertains to the welfare and interest of the eonntr j, 
and has not nnfrequently refused prominent pnfolic posi- 
tions, at the hands of the people. 

At the age of twentj*three. Senator Wheeler was 
married to Miss Eebecca, daughter of John D. Jones, 
an eminent physician, then residing at Windham, Greene 
eonnty, N. T., by whom he has six ohiidren — three sons 
and three daughters. He is a warm hearted and affeo- 
ii<niate man; a &ithfal friend and a generous enemy; 
and possesses, in an eminent degree, tbe elements ef 
personal pepnlarity. He. is not impulsive ; *«and when 
once settled in his opinions and conyictions, is deeidedly 
£rank and fearless in; their expressi<m. He is easily 
Bf^proaohed, and oombinea courtesy and affiibility with 
digmty and firmness, His frank and open couatenane^ 
is peculiarly inviting', and he is rarely addressed by a 
atranger without adding one more to his already exten* 
aive circle of personal and politioal friends. His efforts 
as a speaker are move remarkable for practical oommon 
B&me thaa for brilliaiicy of orat<^, or the flowers of 
rhetoric; his mind, strictly practical in %11 its scope 
and bearings, is emincoitly utilitarian. Energy of 
oharaetery firmness of purpose, and an unswerving 
integrity are his chief characteristics. In person, he is 
of medium height ; has full, daric eyes, and dark hair ; 
a smooth, frank fkce ; and exhibits unmistakable signs 
of permanent, good health. He very seldom addresses 
&e Senate, but when he does, he advances immediately 
to die real point in controversy, which he never fails to 
discuss with clearness and sound logic. 
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WILLIAM A. WHEELER. 

Senator Wheeler is a native of Malone, FranUia 
county, N. Y., where be has always resided, and is just 
Terging upon the meridian of manhood, heing only 
thirty .eight years of age. His paternal ancestors were 
Welch, and maternal, English. He is emphatically a 
self-taught, self-made man, having arisen from an hum. 
ble condition in life, to his present distinguished posi« 
tion before the people of the Empire State. His father 
died when he was quite young, leaving him to take care 
of himself, which he did, for a brief period, when the 
Hon. Asl^Hascall, a prominent lawyer in Malone, dis- 
covering something more than ordinarily promising in 
the boy, took him under his special guardianship. He 
immediately went into the office of Mr. Hascall, where 
he became a dilligent and faithfcd student, making him. 
self, at the same time, as serviceable as possible to hia 
guardian and preceptor, until he was about twenty 
years of age, when he took charge of the entire office 
and its business himself, Mr. Hascall having been 
rendered incapable to attend to business, by an apoplec- 
tic strdce, whidi prostrated him about that time. He 
then followed his profession as a lawyer about eight 
years, when he was tendered and accepted a position in 
the Bank of Malone, as Cashier, which he has always 
since held. Shortly after, he was, also, appointed clerk 
of the Board of Directors, of the Northern railroad, 
running from Ogdensburgh, through the city of Malone, 
to Rouse's Point ; a road with which he has always since 
been connected, and of which he became President, in 
February, 1857. He has always b^en a practical, 
thorough-going business man ; never an active politician. 
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Senator Wheeler never occupied any political posi- 
tion nntil 1849, when tbe WMgfl of Franklin conntj 
nominated and elected him to the Assembly. He was 
i^ain the suocessful Whig candidate, as a member of 
tkat body, in the fall of 1850, and during both sessions, 
established his reputation as an accurate and industri- 
ous representative. Having completed his second leg. 
islative term, as a member of the House, he declined 
all further political distinction, until the fall <jf 1857, 
irhen, at the urgent solicitation of many personal and 
poHtieal friends, he became the Republican oandiiate 
for Senator, in the Seventeenth district, and was victo. 
rious, as the incumbent of the position he now ooeupies 
in that body. He was chairman of the Standing Com* 
ntittees on Banks, and Privileges and Elections, during 
tiie last session, and was always found faithful to the 
responsible trust with which his constituents have clothed 
him. H^ stands well in the Senate, and has recently been 
elected President pro tern, of that body. He was formerly 
closely attached to the Whig party, but never participated 
in politics, his business engrossing his entire time and 
attention, until the Republican movement was organised, 
sinise whieh, he has become somewhat active, though, 
even yet, an attentive and industrious business man. 

About ten years ago. Senator Wheeler was married 
to a daughter of Judge King, of Franklin county. He 
has no children. He is a man about five feet ten inches 
in height ; is somewhat singularly proportioned ; has 
light hair, and light, blue eyes ; a wide, expressive 
mouth ; a good forehead ; large, perceptive faculties, 
and a pale, nervous complexion. He is a loud, earnest 
speaker, combining general coolness, with occasional 
excitability, and generally participates in most of the 
discussions of the Senate. 
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JOSEPH A. WILLARD. 

Senator WiUard was bom on the 26t]i of Ajail, 
1803, in tbe town of Hubbardton, Rutland eoonty, Yt. 
He is of Engliab descent. His &ther, Francis Wil* 
lard emigrated to Yermont from Massaobusetts, wben 
about sixteen years of age, and was a bouse joiner and 
carpenter. He died, in March 1856, at the age of 
serentj-eight, and Joseph's mother died at the age of 
seventy-three. They were both well known thronghooA 
the section of eountiy where they lived, for their honeal 
industry and persevering self-reliancei and died respected 
and beloved by all who knew them. 

Senator Willard received a common school education 
in his native place. At the age of fifteen, he waa 
apprenticed to the clothier business^' in the town of CSaa* 
tleton, where he remained until he was twenty-one 
years of sge. He then removed to New York, and 
settled in LowviUe, Lewis county, where he has always 
since resided, and where he is now engaged in the 
clothier and manufacturing business. Subsequent to 
the year 182&, he participated somewhat in military 
affairs, and arose in rank to Quarter-Master, Major, 
Colonel, and Brigadiev^deneval, of the 26th Brigade, 
and 12th Division. Ifeanwhile he occupied several 
responsible offices in the town where he resides, i^nd in 
1856 was elected Supervisor. He was again elected 
in the spring of 1857, and in the fall of the same year 
was the successful candidate, from the Eighteenth dis- 
trict, for the place he now occupies in the Senate. He 
was elected by a complimentary majority over his cont- 
petitor, who received the combined Democratic and 
American vote of the district. He was an influential 
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member of the Standing Committees on Internal Affairs 
of Towns and Counties, Medical Societies, and Poor 
Laws, in the Senate, during the last session of the 
L^slature, and always displayed ability and sound 
judgment in the proper discharge of every duty with 
whieh he was entrusted, He is one. of the oldest men 
in that body, and although not a frequent debater, has, 
also, thus far fulfilled his duties, on the floor of the 
Senate, satisfactorily to his immediate constituents, and 
Uie' people, generally, throughout the State. He is a 
man of great decision of character — positive and fearless 
m the expression of his views^ and never takes for 
granted what is succeptible of demonstration. 

Senator Willard was formerly a Whig, of strong Free 
Soil. proclivities, and was always found acting with that 
pwrty, until it abandoned its organization, when he 
entered into the Republican oiovement. In 1854 be 
was a delegate to the Anti-Nebraska State convention, 
at Saratoga, and was one of the Vice-Presidents, at 
Syracuse, in the fall of 1856, when Gov. King was nom- 
inated for the distinguished post which he has just 
vacated. Previous to the repeal of the Missouri com- 
promise, he took but little part in the politics of the day ; 
but his abhorrenee of the Kansas-Nebraska bill was so 
* great, that since its passage he ha« been an industrious, 
MMrgetic, and influential mes^ber of the Bepublican 
organization. . 

On the 22d of October, 1829, he was married to 
Hiss Eusebia Eager, of Lowvillc, by whom he has four 
ehildren living, and is a member of the Presbyterian 
branch of the church. He is a man of medium height ; 
has a large, square, robust and vigorous frame ; a thick, 
heavy head of snow white hair ; hazel eyes, and a 

round, full, glowing face, which indicates good health 
8 
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«nd happy contentment No member, probaUj, in the 
entire circle, looks the Senator more than does S^naUMr 
WiUard. 



JOHN D. WILLARD. 

Senator Willard is a native of Lancaster, N. H., and 
is the son of a clergyman. He is a d^icendant of 
Major Simon Willard, who emigrated to this country 
from the coimty of Kent, England, in 1634 ; who was 
afterwards a member of the Council of the colony of 
Massachusetts, and who is celebrated in the history of 
the early Indian wars. At a later period another of Ui 
ancestors was President of fiarrard University. 

Senator Willard was educated at Dartmouth Oollege, 
where he graduated at the early age of nineteen. Be 
held a very high rank in college as a scholar, and ^heii 
he graduated, was selected to deliver the oration before 
one of the two rival literary societies. He was after- 
wards, for one ycMr, a tutor in that institution. JmA 
as he was about to commence the study of his profes* 
sion, his health failed, and his phydoians advised a 
change of climate, as offering the only prospeet ^ 
saving his Hfe. He, therefore, sailed for Savannah, 
and spent a winter in that city and its neighb(»bood, 
deriving from it something of the hoped-for benCffit. 
But it was long before his health was restored, and this 
misfortune made a blank of two years in his life. Sub- 
sequently he commenced the study of the law in Che- 
nango county, N. Y., completed it in Troy, and was 
admitted to the bar in 1826. He immediately opened 
an office in that city, where he had already made many 
warm friends. The next year he was nominated by De 
Witt Clinton for Surrogate of the county of Rensselaer, 
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m iliat time tbe ^< Buckiul " party had a^majoritj ik 
I3ke 'Senate, «&d his oo&&riiiation was opposed on politi* 
eal grounds only, and was defeated. In 1884, be waa 
appointed Judge of the County Courts of Bensselaer 
eounty, on the nomination of Wm. ^L. Marcy. This 
office he held six years. In the mean time his business 
as a lawyer had been constantly increasing, and was 
tery extensife. He then detennmed to devote himself 
entirely io his profession, and iJter this time steadily 
lefased ail nominations for election to public office. He 
9^, however, Temai<Md a member of the Bemooralte 
Osntrail committee, wnd continued to exert a large 
Maeaee on the pol^lcs ef the county. He commeneei 
practice withouft a pai^ner, but as l»s business increaMd, 
lie ^E^^d It necessary to divide the labor ; and the firm 
^n became Willard & Raymond, and afterwards Wii- 
krd, Baymond & Woodbury. In 1850, accompanied 
by his wife, he carried out a plan he had long cherished, 
<si visil^g Europe. He spent two months in Oi!eat 
BritMU, and two months In Paris ; in the autumn lie 
iMted Belgium, Western €kn&any, and Switserla&d ; 
tnid paused the winter in Italy^ dividing his time chiefly 
%etwe«i Florence, Borne, wid Naples, in the following 
iqpring and summer, he crrtended Mb tour through Aus- 
"tria, Hungary, Prussia, «nd Poland, going as far oast as 
Warsaw. He alfterwards visited Holland, and returned 
to America, after an absence of more than a year. In 
1855, he again embarked for IhEr<^, partly for the 
benefit of his health, and partly to accompany a son. 
fie was absent from the country, on this visit, about 
fifteen months. Of late he has retired from the practice 
of the law. 

In the 6ill of 1857, Judge Willard yielded to the 
earnest request of his Democratic friends, and accepted 
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the nomination of tliat party for Senator from the 
Twelfth district, and was elected, althongli the district 
» gave, at the previous election, a majority for Fremont 
OTer Buchanan, of nearly five thousand. This result 
was owing partly to his great personal popularity, and 
the high position he occupied, both in his own party and 
the whole community. During the canvass, the news- 
papers in the district, politically opposed to his election, 
referred to him in terms of high personal respect. The 
Troy Times, the Republican organ, speaking of the 
Democratic Senatorial conyention, said : " Hon. John 
D. Willard, of this city, was nominated for Senator by 
acclamation. He is an excellent citizen, a man of 
talents and good legal acquirements, and is certainly 
well qualified to discharge the duties of the office for 
which he has been nominated. The district, howerer, 
18 against the Judge and his party, Washington and 
Kensselaer counties having last year given near 5,000 
Bepublican majority over the Democracy. He will be 
rejected, however, solely on political grounds, his per- 
sonal worthiness being such as all good citizens would 
approve of." The Troy Daily Whig, an American 
organ, speaking, after the election, of the result, also 
adds : <' But since the choice of the people has fallen to 
a political opponent, it is a pleasure to know that he is 
a gentleman of capacity, unexceptionable in every rela- 
tion of private life, and will fill the responsible station 
with credit to himself and his constituency." 

Since he took his seat in the Senate we have noticed 
an incident which shows how little he desires publio 
office and honors. At the charter election, in Troy in 
March, 1858, he was earnestly urged by hb political 
friends to accept the office of Mayor. The Troy Budget 
of March 6th, referring to the oonvention, says : << There 
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was a general desire for the nomination of Judge Willard 
for the Mayoralty, and he would have heen the unanimous 
choice of the delegates, if his acceptance could have heen 
obtained, which he declined in positive terms to give.'* 
In consequence of his declining the Hon. Araha Read 
received the Democratic nomination, and was elected by 
about five hundred majority. 

Judge Willard, though not a church member, attends 
the services of the Presbyterian church, and for several 
years has been chairman' of the board of trustees of the 
Second Presbyterian congregation in Troy — the Rev. 
Br. Smalley's. He is a Director in the Oommercial 
Bank of Troy^ and is a member of various literary and 
scientific societies. In 1839 he married Miss Laura 
Barnes, and has two sons. He has a taste for literary 
pursuits, and has found time, amid the engrossing cares 
of a laborious profession, to give much attention to 
general literature. In public, as in private life, he is a 
straight-forward, upright, decided and reliable man; 
courteous in his manners ; a sound, successful lawyer, 
always occupying the front rank in his profession ; an 
able legislator ; and during the last session of the Legis- 
lature, proved himself, both on the floor of the Senate, 
and as a prominent member of the Standing Committee 
on the Judiciary, a representative of whom the people 
(^ ihe Twelfth Senatorial district may well feel proud. 
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ALEXANDER B. WILLIAMS- 

Senalwr WilHans WW bom (m tibe 2dlfch rf Ootdber^ 
1U5, in Alezandm, J>. Gw, Va. Hb fiitker, Jotei 
WilliaiM, was of Gkraian extiaetieiQ, but wu nalt'M? 
boTD, as were alia his mother's lunilj.. Ho im tbe aeft* 
ond of six sons, three of whon, besides himself, asa 
atiU living* His &ther emigrated to New York in the 
year 1825, aad settled in the tow& of Sodas,. WajiftO 
ooonty, on the sonthent borders of Lake Oofcario. fie 
was a snceessfid, praotieal meokanie, and assisted m 
the Gonstmetxon of the first packet boat ever ram oa 
the Erie caaaL He died at thai plaee, 1849, in a ift 
of apoplexjr, at the advanced age of sixtj-seTen* £^ 
wife, the mother of the hero of thiff sketeh, la stSl liw* 
isg, and has attained the age of sixty-nine. 

Senator Williams had not the advantage ef a elaesi* 
oal education, having reoeived aU the sehoolii^ he has, 
before his parents removed to New York, what he was 
only ten years of age. Abovt tya time hie fwtheg 
placed him in a dry goods efcore in Sodns, t» a elerk, 
and his employer having no ehtUfaen of his own, adopted 
him. Here he remained natil he wae aboni eighteen, 
years old, when fltJling out one dsy with his employer, 
he oonclnded to leasre hnn, and seoordingly did ao, by 
hiring himself ont to aoother man, eaigaged in the sam« 
business, at nine dollars per month. He continued in 
this new position till 18S5, when having become one of 
the most popular, efficient, and industrious clerks in 
that section of the country, his employer took him into 
his establishment as a partner, without any share in the 
capital, save his qualifications as a merchant. This 
partnership continued until 1837, when the firm scld 
out, and he engaged in the same business, with what 
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liUle capital he hud hy that time acqavFed, on hb own 
responsibility. He then continued in the mercantile 
ti«de till 1841, when he agaJuQi 9.old out. In the sum- 
mer of the same year be was appointed, under Presi- 
dent Harrison, to the post of Deputy Collector and 
Inspector at Big Sodus Bay, whiah he held until just 
preTioua to the advent of the Administration of Mr. 
Polk, when he resigned. Then again he embarked in 
the mercantile business, in which he continued till the 
&U of 1845, when he finally sold out for the last time. 
In thifi same year he was elected county clerk, and was 
subsequently elected to the same place, holding the 
office, in ^> about six years. At the expiration of his 
derkship. he found his health greatly impaired by his 
too clofiie application to the duties of his office, and has 
ever since been devoting most of his time to traveling 
in diQ Western States, where he has dealt pretty exten- 
sively in the buying a,nd selling of land. 

Senator Williams h^ had considerable experience as 
i^miUtary mam, hi^vin^ arisen fro^ a liieutenancy in a 
private company, to the positiou of Jjieutenant Colonel 
in the 242d Begiment> andhsiS proved himself eminently 
qualified for every position to which he hajs been called. 
In 1841 he waa elected a Justice of th^ Pei^ce in the 
town in which he resided by a handsome majority, 
although the town was strongly D^moprSitic and he was 
the Whig candidate. In 1845 he was ^gain elected to 
the slime (^ce, and was iJsq a^t the same time elected 
Supervisor, by large majorities iA both instances. In 
1855 he wfts the unsuccessful Bepublioan candidate for 
State Treasurer, and in 1857, wi^s nominated for the 
position which he now holds in the Senate, with great 
UPanimity, by the Bepublicans of his district, and was 
elected by a majority of over three thousand, against a 
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combination of Democrats and Americans. As chair- 
man of the Standing Committee on Boads and Bridges, 
and a member of the committees on State Prisons and 
Public Printing, in the Senate, during the last session, 
he discharged his duties faithfully, although confined to 
his room during most of the time by ill health. He 
has not unfrequently been tendered the nomination of his 
party for Congress, but has always peremptorily declined. 

In 1832, Senator Williams was married to Miss Sarah 
M., daughter of John McCarty, a successful farmer, 
who died in Wayne county in 1831. She is a modest, 
unassuming, sociable woman, and every way calculated 
for a good wife, a kind mother, and a generous and hos- 
pitable friend and neighbor. 

Senator Williams early espoused the Anti-Masonic 
cause, and was secretary of an Anti-Masonic meeting 
at the age of twelve years. He was a member of the 
first Whig organization in Wayne county, in 1834, and 
continued to act with the Whig party, until it lost its 
organization, in 1854, when he embarked in the Bepub- 
lican cause. He was a delegate to the first Anti- 
Nebraska State Convention at Saratoga, in 1854, and 
was at Auburn when the Bepublican party was chris- 
tened at that place. He has always been an active, 
decided party man, and is perfectly booked up in the 
politics of the State and the Union. Owing to impaired 
health, he has, as yet, been able to spend but very little 
time in his seat in the Senate, though he has not by 
any means been negligent of the interests of his imme- 
diate constituents, or the State. He is a man of strong 
intellectual powers; is a clear and concise reasoner; 
and in legislation, as in everything else, combines theory 
with practicability, adopting the former only so far as it 
conforms to the latter. 



MEMBERS OP THE SENATE. 

Number of their respective Districts^ and the Counties 
and Wards composing the same. 

LiBUT.-GoYB&NOB RoBBBT Cahpbbll, of Batb^ President. 

Dist. Comities and Wards. Senators. 

1. Suffolk, Qaeens and Richmond 

counties, • • • • Joshua B. Smith. 

2. 1st, 2d, 3d, 4th, 5th, 7th, 11th, • 

13th and 19th wards of Brook- 
lyn, • ••#•• Samuel Sloan. 

3. 6th, 8th, 9th, 10, 12th, 14th, 

15th, 16th, 17th and 18th wards 

of Brooklyn, Francis B. Spinola* 

4. 1st, 2d, 3d, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, 

and 14th wards of New York, . John 0. Mather. 

5. 10th, 11th, 13th and 17th wards 

of New York, • Smith Ely, Jr. 

6. 9th, 15th, 16th and 18th wards 

of New York, Richard Schell. 

7. 12th, 19th, 20th, 2l8t and 22d 

wards of New York, John Doherty. 

8. Westchester, Putnam and Rock- 

land counties, ••••••• Benj. Brandreth. 

9. Orange and Sullivan, Osmar B. Wheeler. 

10. Ulster and Greene, George W. Pratt. 

11. Dutchess and Columbia, Wm. G. Mandeyille. 

12. Rensselaer and Washington,. . • • John D. Willard. 
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13. Albanj, Qeorgc J. Johnson. 

14. Delaware, Schoharie and Sche- 

nectady, Ed. I. Bnrhans, 

15. Montgomery, Fulton, Saratoga 

and Hamilton, Greorge G. Scott. 

16. Warren, Essex and Franklin, • . . Ralph A. Loveland. 

17. St. Lawrence and Franklin, • • • • • Wm. A. Wheeler. 

18. Jeffersoa and Lewis** •••.•••••• Josef h A. Wiliard. 

19. Oneida, Alrick Hubbell. 

20. Herkimer and Otsego, • • Addison H. Laflin. 

21. Oswego,. •••••••••••••••»••.• Cheney Ames. 

22. Onondaga»« »«•••••.••••«•«•••. James Koxon. 

23. Madison, Chenango and Cort* 

land, • « • •.••••• John J. Foote. 

24. Tompkins, Tioga and Broome, • • Lyman Tmman. 

25. Wayne and Cayuga,. «•••••••• Aliez. B. WillianM* 

26. Ontario, Yates and Seneca, • • • • • Truman Beardmas^ 

27. Chemungx Schuyler and Steuben, Alex. S. Diven. 

28. Monroe, •.•••••••••••••• John £. Pattersoift* 

29. Niagara, Orleans and Genesee, • • Horatio J. Stow. 

30. Wyoming^ livingston and Alle- 

gany, John. B, Halste»d. 

31. Erie, .^ Erastns S. Prosser. 

32. Chautaui^ue and Cattaraugus, . • • John P. Barling. 



maiBMis or Tss BMKAaem* ISA 

ALPHABETICAL LIST OF SSNATOBS. 

The Counties in which theyi redde^ their Post Ofice 

Address^ and Politics. 

Senators. CooatiM P. O. addr«w. Polities 

Cheney Ames,.. . . • Oswego,. . . • Oswego city,.* • . Rep. 
TriuDftn Boardman, Senec*,.. .« Triunan8buj*g» .. • Bep. 
Benj. Braodreth,. •. Westchester, Sing Sing,. • • ... Dem. 
Edward I. Burhans, Delaware^ . • Boxbury,. • • • • . Dem. 
John P. Darling,.. Cattaraugus, Cattaraugus, ... • Rep. 

Aiez. S. Diven^ • , • Chemung^. . • Elmirat* • Rep. 

John Doherty,.... New York,.. New York city,. Dem. 
Smith Ely, Jr.,».. New York,.. New York city>. Dem. 
John J. Fl>ote,. • • • Madison, . • . Hamilton^ . • • • . Rep. 
John B. Halstead, . Wyoming, . . Castile, ••••••. Rep. 

Alrick Hnbbell, • •.. Oneida, Utica^ Rep. 

Geo. Y. Johnson,. • Albany,. . . • Dunnsyille,.. • • • Am. 

Addison H. Laflin, . Herkimer,. . . Herkimer, Rep. 

Ralph A. LoTeland, Essex, Westport,.. • •• • Rep. 

Wm. G. Mandeyille, Columbia,... Stuyyesant Falls« Dem. 
John C. Mather,. . . New York ... New York city,. Dem. 

James Noxon, Onondaga,. . Syracuse, Rep. 

John E. Patterson,. Monroe,. • • . Parma Centre,. . Rep. 



Kingston, • . • • . Dem. 

• Buffalo, Rep. 

Richard Schell,. ... New York,.. New York city,. Dem. 



George W. Pratt,. • Ulster, .. 
Erastus S. Prosser, . Erie, • • . 






George G.Scott,... Saratoga, 
Samuel Sloan,.. • • • Kings, ..* 
Joshua B. Smith, • . Suffolk, • 
Francis B. Spinola, Kings, ... 
Horatio J. Stow,. • Niagara, . 
Lyman Truman,. • • . Tioga,.. . 
Osmer B. Wheeler,. Sulliran,. 
Wm. A. Wheeler, . . Franklin, 
Joseph A. Willard,. Lewis, . • 

John D. Willard,. . Rensselaer, . Troy,. • • • Dem. 

Alex. B. Williams, • Wayne, .... Lyons, Rep. 



Ballston, • Dem. 

Brooklyn, • • . • . Dem. 

Hauppauge, .... Dem. 

Brooklyn, . ... Dem. 

. . Lewiston, Ind. 

. . Owego, .• Rep. 

. • Otisville, Or. co.. Am. 
. • Malone,.** • . .. . Rep. 

Lowyille, Rep. 
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SENATE STANDING COMMITTEES. 

CSaimt — Pitterson, Scott, Traman. 

IHnance — Diven, Schell, Halstead. 

Judiciary — Nozon, Diven, J. D. Willard. 

CanaU — Prosser, Loyeland, Mather. 

RaUroads — Darling, Brandreth, Hubbell. 

Charitable and Meligious Societies — Truman, Smith, 
Prosser. 

Literature — Laflin, Foote, Scott. 

MfilUia — Foot, Pratt, Laflin. 

JRoads aTid Bridges — Williams, Mandeyille, 0. B. 
Wheeler. 

Grievances — Mather, Johnson, Hubbell. 

Banks — W. A. Wheeler, Sloan, Foote. 

Insturance Companies — Hubbell, Scott, Ely. 

Privileges and JSlecttons — W. A. Wheeler, SpinoUj 
Johnson. 

Internal Affairs of Towns and Counties — J. A. Wit- 
lard, 0. B. Wheeler, Spinola. 

State Prisons — Loyeland, Williams, Brandreth. 

Poor Laws — Schell, J. A. Willard, Mandeville. 

Engrossed Bills — Pratt, Darling, Ely. 

Indian Affairs — Boardman, Darling, J. D. Willard. 

Commerce and Navigation — Ames, Laflin, Sloan. 

Agriculture — Smith, Boardman, Burhans. 

Manufactures — Prosser, 0. B. Wheeler, Johnson. 

Betren^ment — Burhans, Doherty, Patterson. 

Public Buildings — 0. B. Wheeler, Doherty, Ames. 

Division qf 7\)wns and Counties — Scott, Mandeyille, 
Boardman. 

Cities and Villages — Halstead, Ely, Noxon. 

Public Expenditures — Truman, Schell, W. A. Wheeler. 

Expiring Laws — Patterson, Doherty, Prosser. 

Medical Societies — Brandreth, Burhans, J. A. Willard. 

Public Printing — Loyeland, Smith, Williams. 

Manufacture of Salt — Noxon, Ames, Mather. 

Joint Library — Pratt, Diyen, J. D. Willard. 
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MEMBERS OF ASSEMBLY. 



DE WITT. C. LITTLE JOHN, 

SPEAKER. 

'< A man ^th noble ancestry," says Pauline, in 
Bnlwer's Lady of Lyons, <* is like a representatire of 
the past." But like the supposed prince, to whom this 
eulogy was applied, the subject of this sketch depre- 
cates the idea of being ** a penuoner on the dead," 
having sprung from the people, and tracing his origin 
to an equally humble and honest source. 

Mr. Littlejohn was bom in 1818, in Oneida county, 
N. Y., and while yet young, removed with his parents 
to Albany, where his mother still resides. Having 
received a complete academical education in that city, 
he removed to Oswego in 1839, where he became a 
clerk in the commission and forwarding business, in 
which he became a partner j^ith his employer in 1842, 
and in which he is still engaged. His first prominent 
appearance in public life was in 1853, when he was an 
active and influential member of the lower branch of the 
Legislature, and during the years 1854, *55, and '57, 
he successfully occupied the same position in that body. 
As a member of the Standing Committee on Canals, he 
distinguished himself, during the session of 1853, by his 
efforts to procure the amendment to the Constitution for 



the speedy enlargement of the Canals, and took a yery 
active part, in the winter of 1854, in the enactment of 
a law changing the mode of awarding contracts on the 
public works. He was the candidate for Spei&er, at the 
opening of that session, of i^he old line, natienal, conser- 
vative branch of the Whig party, but was defeated, in 
the caucus, by the Hon. Robert H. Pmyn, of Albany, 
who represented the free soil portion of the party, and 
who was the successfid candidate for that position. In 
1855 he was xdiosen flpeaker of the House, as the 
American candicate, and during that session, signalisEed 
himself by the prominent part which he enacted in the 
novement that TesUlted in the re-election of Mt. Seward 
to the Senate tif the United States. Althott^ hh course 
on that occasion was bitterly repudiated and denounced 
by m»ny, in ^sensequence of his having ibeen among l^e 
first to enlist in the Aanerican movement, yfHt he was 
triumj^ntly elected mayor of !^e city t)f Oswego, In jOie 
spring of that year, which his friends eWmed to have 
t>een an endorsement, by his constitueirts, of the p-om* 
inent part he took in Mr. Seward's success. In the fkU 
of 1856 he was re-elected to the Assembly, "afl ihe 
Republican candidate of his district, and was again 
Speaker of that body, during the-session of IBS?, fie 
is now again returned to his seat which he then filled, 
by a majority of over 'three hundred and fifty, and is once 
more the presiding officer of the House. 

Mr. Littlejohn^s early political tendencies led liim 
into the Whig -ranks, where he remained till i^ disor- 
ganization of that party, when he became an American, 
subsequently a Republican, and since Mr. Seward^ 
return to the Senate of the tJnited States, has been 
one of the most prominent and sealous members of that 
organisation. As a politician, he is cautious in reach- . 
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ing conchononB, Imt wlieB once determined upon % 
leourse, is bold, positive, and straigbt-forward in action. 
Hb can scarcely be called a representative man, lacking 
sufficient originality for that ; but doubtless be pos- 
sesses, in a great degree, wbat is for better, tbat disci- 
pline of mind and judgment, irbic%, at once, enables bim 
to recognise reason and tmtb and detect fraud or fallacy. 
He is ready and decided, as a presiding officer, and pos- 
sesses a calm dignity wbich no confusion or excitement 
ean disturb. In q>eaking, bowever, bis wbole manner 
is tebanged. He becomes nervous, impassioned, and not 
toffrequently vebement, and even tbe most feeble 
^flirongbt goes from bis lips with tbe most forcible enun- 
mtion and energetic delivery. 

Mr. Littlejofan is marri^; attends tbe Episcopal 
ehurch ; and is personally, as well as politically, a pop- 
ular representative. He bas a genial suavity of man- 
ner wbich never varies, and whether he addresses the 
great statesman or ifae messenger boy he is always the 
gentleman. 



CHAUNCEY M. ABBOTT. 

Mr. Abbott is one of the three Republican members 
of the Assembly of 1858, who voted against a Registry 
law, and to whom the people of the State are conse- 
quently indebted for the defeat of that measure. He 
was bom in 1822, in Niles, Cayuga county, N. Y. His 
great grandsire was an Englishman, and he is descended 
from the Abbott family who figured so largely in the 
English judiciary. His paternal grandfather, who was 
jk native of Massachusetts, and subsequently lived in 
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Vermont, took part in tlie Bevolation, and at tie end of 
the war, located on the same tract of land upon which 
the snbject of this sketch now resides. Mr. Abbott 
attended a common school till 1887, when he studied « 
year at Poughkeepsie and about the same length of time 
at the Moravia institute, after which he took charge of 
his father's business, who had been suddenly prostrated 
by an attack of inflammatory rheumatism. This caused 
him to abandon a previous determination to become ik 
professional man, and he consequently turned his atten- 
tion to farming, in which he is still engaged, besides 
being a practical surveyor and lumberman. He has held 
the office of Town Superintendent and Supervisor where 
he resides, and during the session of the Legislature of 
1858, was a member of the Standing Committee on 
State Prisons. 

He is an ardent friend of free schools and education ; 
was formerly a Democrat of strong Free Soil tenden* 
eies ; and is now a eealous Bepublican. He was married 
in 1845, to Miss Adaline, youngest daughter of the late 
Henry Oakley, and attends the Methodist chuich. 



LUCIUS C. ANDRUS. 

Mr. Andrus is the son of the Hon. Gone Andrus, of 
Malone, Franklin county, N. Y., who died in Decern* 
ber 1821. He was born at that place in March, 1809, 
and sprung from genuine English stock. After receiv- 
ing an education in his native place, he engaged in the 
mercantile trade, and remained so employed, in Wheat* 
land, Monroe county, till 1852, when he retired from 
business, and removed to the city of Brooklyn, where 
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be now resides. Mr. Andrus held yarioiu town offices 
previons to his coming to Kings county, and was elected 
to his present position by a complimentary vote. He 
was always a devoted disciple of the Whig party, as 
long as it maintained its organization, and then became 
a Republican. He married Miss Mary Ann Savage, 
of Upper Middletown, Conn., in 1836, and is an ezem* 
pUry member of the Clinton Avenue Congregational 
society, in Brooklyn. He stands deservedly high 
wherever he is known, and possesses in an eminent 
degree, all the qualifications of a good representative. 



ORIN A YL WORTH. 

Mr. Aylworth was born in 1811, in the then town 
of Halfmoon, Saratoga county, N. Y. Both his 
parents were, also, natives of that county. His mother 
is still living, and has now attained the advanced age 
of seventy-six. His father, James P. Aylworth, who 
died 1848, at the age of sixty-four, and who was a 
Methodist clergyman, served six months in the war of 
1812, at Sackett's Harbour, and was well and favorably 
known in Onondaga and the adjoining counties. Mr. 
Aylworth received a good common school education. 
In 1826, he removed with his parents, into Onondaga 
county, where he has since resided. He was engaged 
in mechanical pursuits till about nine years ago, when 
he embarked in the mercuitile trade which he fol- 
lowed till 1855. He has held various town offices ; is 
now serving his second term as a Justice of the Peace ; 
and was elected to the present House by upwards of 
seven hundred majority. He was always a Whig till 
9 
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tke disorganiaftiioii of dial party, when lie beesme a 
Republican In 18S1 he married Mise {Jaroline Farrer ; 
ttsnallj attends the Methodist choreh, of which he hxa> 
been a Trustee for some years ; possesses a good intel- 
lect, as his personal appearance dearly indicates ; and 
is an influential and nsefiil man in the oommnnity m 
which he lives. 



MARSENA BAKER. 

Mr. Baker is a native of Brimfield, Hampden conntj, 
Mass., where he was bom, in 1804. He is of English 
descent, and the son of Joseph Baker, who died, in 
that town, in 1840. In 1825, he emigrated to New 
Yotkf and settled in the town of Farmersville, Catta- 
raugus county, where he is now engaged in fanning, 
and the raising of eattle, which he disposes of himself, 
once a year, in the eastern market. Although possess- 
ing only a good English education, he has been a mo- 
eessful, practical, business man, and is well known 
throughout the section of State where he resides, for 
his persevering industry, and general integrity. During 
the past three years, Mr. Baker has been Supervisor ia 
the town in which he lives, and this is the only promi- 
nent public position he ever held previous to his eleotion 
to the present Assembly. He was always a staunch 
Whig, till the organization of the Republican partyi to 
which he now belongs ; was married, in 1830, to 
Elizabeth Benton ; and attends the Baptist ehurch* 
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GEORGE S. BATCHELLER. 

Mr. Batoh«ller was b<^n in Edinburgh, Saratoga 
mmnty, N. T., on the 25th of Jnly, 1836, and is' the 
yonngest man in the Honne. Be is of Spanish, English, 
and Welch descent, and is the son of Sherman Batchel- 
ler, who is still living, at Batchellerrille, in that county, 
and who is a descendant of Roger Sherman, one of the 
rigners of the I>eolaration of Independence. His 
mother is now dead. Bfr. Batcheller was liheraliy 
educated, being a graduate of Howard University, and 
Is now engaged in the practice of the law, having been 
admitted to the bar in September last. His present 
position in the Hovse ik his first appearance in publie 
life, but he possesses qualities which are the sure 
harbinger o^ eminent success and usefulness in life. 
He is both personally and politically popular ; is well 
iknown already for his persevering industry and integrity ; 
is a fine and liberal thinker in all religious matters ; 
and Is still in the matrimonial market. 



ANSON BINGHAM. 

Mr. Bingham is one of those quiet, unassuming, and 
comparatively obscure men, whose fame seldom extends 
beyond the confines of the immediate neighborhood in 
^hich they live. He is a native of Oonneeticut, and is 
a lawyer of some ability, having been District Attorney 
some years, of Bensselaer county ; but although some- 
what advanced in years, he is too deficient in his 
knowledge of men and thmgs to ever become a success^ 
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ftd public man. During the ptst few years he liair 
taken an aotive and somewhat prominent part in the 
oaose of the Anti-Renters, and. is now practicing law in 
the city of Albany, although ostensibly residing at 
Nassau, Rensselaer county, and representing the Third 
district of that county in the Assembly, to which he was 
elected by upwards of fire hundred majority. Mr. B. 
is a man of family, and stands deservedly high in the 
immediate community in which he is known. Much 
more might be said in his behalf, but the author does 
not wish — migU addere ponius. 



HENRY BLISS. 

Mr. Bliss was an influential member of the Assembly 
of 1858, and served with some distinction on the Stand- 
ing. Committee on Roads and Bridges. He is a native 
of Addison county, Vermont, and was born in 1827. 
He is of English, Scotch, Dutch, and French desoeBi. 
His paternal ancestors settled in Massachusetts, and bis 
mother's family in New Jersey. His father removed to 
Yermont about the year 1814, and thence to Chautau^ 
que county, New York, where he now resides. Mr. 
Bliss received an academical education, and at the age 
of eighteen turned his attention to teaching, which he 
followed about ten years in Pennsylvania, Kentuckyi 
a^nd the town where he now lives* He has been Town 
Superintendent, and is now Juatioe of the Peace* He 
was returned to the present House, by a majority of 
upwards of fourteen hundred over the Democratic candi* 
date. He was formerly a Woolly«Head Whig, and was 
a delegate to the AntLNebraska State convention at 
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Saratoga, in 1854, since whicli time he has been a 
lealons Republican. He is a sterling temperance man ; 
ttud is personally and politically qnite popular. 



CHAUNCEY BOUQHTON. 

Dr. Boughton was bom on ij^e 21st of January, 1805, 
in Nassau, Rensselaer eo«, N. T. His ancestors were 
firom Connecticut, and his fsther, who died in 1881, 
was a native of Westchester co., and a commissioned 
officer in the Revolution. His wife, the mother of the 
sabject of this sketch, was from Fishkill, N. Y., and 
died when near seventy years of age. Dr. Boughton 
received most of his education in his native village, and 
at the age of sixteen, commenced the study of medicine, 
in Saratoga county, going to school, and teaching at 
intervals, until he was twenty-one, when he attended his 
first course of lectures, at FairSeld, Herkimer county. 
Subsequently, he began to practice in Saratoga, as a 
partner of Dr. Shaw, his brother-in-law, and former 
preceptor, whose entire office and practice he purchased 
about a year afterwards. In 1838, he attended lectures 
in Philadelphia and New York, and returning to Sara* 
toga the same year, resumed the practice, which he fol- 
lowed steadily until about six years ago, when he turned 
his attention to farming. His career, as a physician, 
has been eminently successful, and within the last quar- 
ter of a century, he has traveled, on an average, in his 
practice, over twenty thousand miles a year. For 
nearly twenty years previous to 1845, he took quite an 
active part in Military affairs, and occupied consecutively 
the positions of Sergeant, Major, Lieutenant Colonel, 



II 
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•nd Colonel of the 144ik B^pbaent of In&ntfy« H« 
h9M held YiMrioos town officee, inokidmg tbul of Siypem* 
8or, and waa a member of tbe Assembly in 1846. Ho 
was re-elected to the Assembly of 1848, and was agun an 
infiaential and prominent member of that body as oiM 
of the Standing Committee on Banks. He was elected 
to his present position by a nnioii of Americans and 
Bepnblicans, bnt is closely attached to American prxA- 
(uples. He was formerly a Free Soil Whig, and has 
always been aa active politician. He is a m^a <^ posi* 
live character, doing thoroughly and well whatever he 
undertakes, and is one ^ the most promisei^ infloen- 
iial, and popular men in Saratoga oounty. Dr. B. waa 
married, in 1827, to Miss Ida J. Smith, a natrre of 
Termont, by whom he has tiff ee ohiidrMi ; aid atteads 
the Baptist choroh. 



DANIEL BOWEN. 

Mr. Bowen is a natiye of Essex comnty, timm^ where 
he was bom in 1797. He is of Welch descent. His 
ancestors were among the first settlers in that State, 
and he was bom in the same old house in which lus 
father and paternal grandfather were bom before him, 
and which is still standing. His &ther, Ashley Bowen, 
died about thirty years ago in Mass. Mr. B. reeeiYod 
a common English education, and learned the carriage 
inaking trade. In 1827 he remoyed into New York, 
end settled in the city of Buffalo, where he is now en. 
gaged in the manufacture of carriages,. He has held 
i^e position of Alderman some three years ; was Super- 
intendent of Schodls during the years 1840, '46, and 



MA ; aad wm elected to the AMemblj hj the Opposition, 
ftUlieugli voting for the Republican oauouB nominees for 
officers in the organization of the House, after having 
presided as Chairman of the American caucus. He 
clftims to have been formerlj a Henrj Clay Whig, and 
subsequently took an active part in the organization of 
the American party. He was married in 1818, to Miss 
I^aoy Biee, and bdongfi to the Baptist church. 



WILLIAM BRIGGS. 

Mr. Briggs was bom in 1808, in Lisbon, St. Law. 
rence county, N. Y., where he has always since resided. 
He is of English descent. His father, who died in 1882, 
was among the earliest settlers in the valley of the St. 
Lawrence, and his oldest brother, the first white male 
ehild bom in the county. His father was bom in 
Putchess county, from whence he removed to Schenec- 
tady county, and his mother was a sister of the father 
of Benjamin Tild>ets, of Albany. After his mother's 
death, his father, who was a commissioned ofEcer in the 
war of 1812^ fearing to leave his children exposed, in 
his absence, to the enemy, placed them all in an ox cart, 
under the care of a trusty Frenchman, who took them in 
that way to Schenectady county, where they were dis. 
tributed among their relatives until the close of the war, 
when they returned to St. Lawrence county. Mr. 
Briggs received a common English education, and at 
the age of tw^ty spent about eight months as a clerk 
in a store, when his health failing, be returned home 
and remained on the farm till his father's death. The 
£urm was then divided among the children, after a pro* 
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tracted law soit in wliieli the title to it was eloselj c<»f 
tested, he taking charge of that portion assigned kim, 
which he has always since ctdtivated, employing hittself 
dnring the winter until 1838 by teaching. He has held 
oonseontiyely the office of School Commissioner. Town 
Superintendent and Supervisor, and was elected to his 
present position hy upwards of fourteen hundred maja. 
rity. He was also, a member of 'the House in 18f^ 
and was a member of the Standing Committee on Sute 
Charitable Institutions. He was formerly a Free Soil 
Whig ; is strongly anti-slavery in his views ; and was 
among the first to take part in the organization «f the 
Republican party. He was married to his present wife, 
Mrs. Ann Bosworth, in 1854, and is a member of the 
Congr^ational church. 



BEMAN BROCKWAY. 

Mr. Brockway was bom in 1815 in Southamptofo, 
Mass., and is of English descent. His father, Q-ideon 
Brockway, who is a native of Connecticut, is still liviie^ 
in Chautauque county, in this State, and his mother 
died in 1855, at an advanced age. Mr. Brockway is a 
self-educated man, and a practical printer. He estab- 
lished the Maysville Sentinel^ in Chautauque county, 
when only nineteen years of age, which he conducted 
some ten years, and in 1845 removed to Oswego, where 
he took charge of the Palladium ^ of which he was editor 
and proprietor till 1858. He was then engaged on the 
New York Tribune some two years, and subsequently 
returned to Oswego county, and embarked in .the mill. 
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ing business in Pulaski, where he now resides. He was 
a Democrat till 1848, when he took a bold position upon 
the Buffalo platform, and has been a Republican since 
the organisation of that party. He has always been an 
aotiye and influential politician ; is independent, frank 
and straight-forward, and is an industrious and intelligent 
member of the House. Mr. B. was married to his pre- 
s«ni wife, Miss Elizabeth A. Weaver, in 1855 ; and is 
Unitarian in hia religious belief, with a slight sprinkling 
of Spirttualism. 



WILLIAM BUFFINGTON. 

Mr. Buffington was bom in 1817, in Cambridge, 
Washington county, N. Y., and is of English and 
Scotch descent. His parents were natives of Massa- 
diusetts, from whence they removed to Maine, and 
thence to Washington county. In 1818 they went into 
Onondaga county, and in 1826 settled in Cattaraugus 
county, where the subject of this sketch now resides. 
Bot& his parents are now dead. Mr. B. received a 
common English education, and engaged in farming from 
the. age of twenty till the opening of the New York 
and Erie railroad, when he built a hotel where the vil- 
lage of Cattaraugus now stands, which he still keeps. 
He has held various town offices, including that of 
Supervisor, and was a member of the Assembly, in 
1858, where he distinguished himself as a member of 
the Standing Committee on Indian Affairs. He was 
re-elected to the present House by nearly three hund- 
red majority. He was formerly a Free Soil Whig ; 
was among the first to enlist in the Republican move, 
ment ; is an active and decided partisan, often taking 



the stump in support of the principles of h]a party; aa 
uncompromising Temperanoe man ; and ftover drank a 
glass of liquor in bis life. He was married to his 
present, worthy wife, Miss Eleanor Ballard, in 1850 ; ia 
a believer in the CalYinistio Baptist doctrine; and a 
useful man. 



OSBORNE E. BUMP. 

Mr. Bump was born in 1828, in the town of Conk* 
ling, Broome county, N. Y. He is of English descent, 
and his maternal grandfather was the first settler in 
that section of that county. His father, Jedediak 
Bump, who is still livingi came from Dutchess cowitj 
and after liying some time in Greene* settled in Broome 
county. His wife, the mother of the subject of thLi 
sketch, died in March last, at the agie of fifty-seyen. 
Mr. Bump received an academical education, and was 
reared a farmer, which has always since been his chief 
occupation. He has been a Magistrate ei^^ years; 
was recently re-elected to the same position for foiu? 
years more* and comes to the Assembly by a majority 
of two hundred and twenty-five. He was alws^a %- 
Whig up to the organization of the Bepublican party, 
and wields a strong influence In the section of the State 
in which he resides. He is a mild, unassuming, and 
intelligent man ; and will prove himself a capable and 
industrious representative. Mr. B. was married in 
1850, to Miss Angeline Beynolds, and attends the Meth. 
odist church 
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GIDEON E. BUSHNELIi. 

Mr. Bmlmell was born m 1820, in Himtar, Ortdne 
coimty, N. Y., and is of English decnent. His paternal 
grand.parents were from West 9tookbridge, Maas., «nd 
Ids father, Alvin BushneU, who is still living, and who 
was a member of the Assembly in 1825, is a native rf 
this State. Mr. BushneU received a oommon sohool 
education, and while qnite young, passed some two jreara 
in a store as clerk, and suhsequentlj worked about ibur 
y^ars at the tanning of sole leather. He was then 
engaged about nine years, in the tanning, iumberingv 
and mercantile business in BushnellviUe, ia his nativ^a 
eounty, and was afterwards employed three years la the 
manufacture of churs, s^U continuing the mercantile 
trade. He removed in 1862, to Glavyviile, Sullivaa 
oofunty, where has since been largely engaged in. the Hem^ 
lock sole leather tiomning. Mr. B. has been postmaster 
some nine years; was captain of the Lexington artil* 
lery, in Greene -county, ten years ^ was subsequently 
eolonel of the 20th Regiment, which he resigned in 
1857 ; has always been a straight-out national conser- 
vative Democrat of the Hard Shell sohool ; and is a 
sound, capable, and efficient man. He was married in 
1841, to Miss Elizabeth £., daughter of the Rev. Hes- 
ekiah Pettit, of Lexington, Greene county, and usually 
attends the Beformed Dutch church. 
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ALBERT CAEPENTER. 

Mr. Carpenter is the only son of Charles W. Carpen- 
ter, a MeAodist clergyman, who was for many years 
secretary of the New York conference, and who died 
about six years ago, respected and beloved by all who 
knew him. His wife, the mother of the subject of tbis 
sketch, is still living at Sag Harbour, Long Island, at 
the advanced age of sixty. Mr. C. received a good 
business education, and after living, about six years, 
in Brooklyn as a merchant, removed to Ulster county, 
where he has since been chiefly engaged in farming. 
He was a member^ of the Assembly in 1857, and by his 
industry and uniform attention to business, distinguished 
himself both on the floor of the House, and as a mem- 
ber of the Conunittees on State Charitable Institutions 
and Engrossed Bills. He was an ardent admirer of 
Henry Clay and his entire political career, but has 
entertained strong American views for thirty years, 
and is now devotedly attached to the principles and 
interests of that party. Although thoroughly booked 
up in the politics of the country, he has never claimed 
to be a very active politician, and has been almost exclu- 
sively and emphatically a business man. He was mar- 
ried in 1883 to Miss Mary H., only daughter of Jesse 
Cooper, of Brooklyn, a most excellent and popular lady ; 
attends the Methodist chruch; and is one among the 
most useful men in either branch of the Legislature. 
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JACOB P. CHAMBERLAIN. 

Hr. Chamberlain was bom in 1802, in Worcester 
county, Mass. He is of English descent, and his 
ancestors were among the first settlers of that State. 
His father, John Chamberlain, was, also, a natire of 
Massachusetts, and, bj authority of that State, was one 
of the first surveyors that ever went into the State of 
Maine for the laying out of her territorial boundaries. 
Mr. C removed with his parents, both of whom died in 
1818, into the State of New York, in the year 1807. 
He was brought up on a Harm, and received. a common 
Englidi and academical education. He taught school 
a few years while young, and has since then been largely 
engaged in farmijag. He is, also, extensively engaged 
in nulling, and is now President of the Company who 
own the Phoenix Mills, at Seneca Falls, which are 
employed in the manufacture of woolen cloths, and in 
which he is largely interested. He held some smaller 
town offices previous to his election to ih^ present 
House ; was ori^nally a Bucktail Democrat, then a 
Whig ; and was one among the first to embark in the 
Kepublican movement. He is a. high-minded, honora- 
ble, and intelligent man, and is distinguished where he 
resides for his enlarged business capacities. Mr. C. 
was married in 1823 to Miss Catharine Kuney, and is 
a member of the Methodist church* f 
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JOHN WINTHROP CBANLER. 

Mr. Ohanler is a promising joung ana, In tKe mom. 
ing of life, and one of the most indnstrions and nsefbl 
members on ike floor of the Honse. He is the son of 
the Ber. John White Ghanler, an Episcopal clergyman, 
ttid was bom in 1827, in the eity of New York. He 
is a descendant of John Winthrop, the tfarst OoTemnr 
of Massaehnsetts, and Petrns Stnytesaat, the last 
Director^generai of New Netilierlands, now New Totk 
His grandfather. Dr. Isaac Ohanler, who serred as a 
Tohmteer on the medical staff during the RevdntioB, 
was a natiye of Charleston, 8. 0., to whieh plaev Us 
fiiiher, the Ber. Isaac Ohanler, emigrated as a Baptiet 
Missionarj, from Bristol, Shigland, itt the year 17W« 
Mr. Chanler received the rudiments of his ediroaUon in 
Oonnecticut and Troy, N. T., and graduated at Gohma^ 
bia college, as Tale^ctorian df his class, in 1847. In 
the &11 of the same year he sailed for Etkrope,' and 
entered the law and philosophical department of the 
Unirersity of Berlin. When the government ^ceed 
tile institution, at the breaking out of the revolutioii 
in 1848, he commenced a traTcling tour through Burape ; 
attended lectures at the University of Sorbonne, Paris ; 
and after an absence of a year, returned to the Univei^ 
sity at Berlin, which had then been re*opened. After 
an absence of some three years, he returned to New 
York city, and entered the law office of Edgar S. Yan 
Winkle. He was admitted to the bar in 1851, and has 
since been actively engaged in practice. He nevet held 
any public position before his election to the Assemblyi 
in 1858, and has always been a staunch, fearless Dem- 
ocrat, of the national, conservative school. He stands 
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wen witli iSa party, and receiyed its entire Tote for 
Speaker, at the organization of the present House. 



NOAH A. CHILDS. 

Mr. Ghilds is one of the most quiet, nnostentatious, 
and laboriooa moD in the House, and eommands a large 
junount of influenoe in the social and political circles in 
vUch he moyes. He hails from the Green Mountain 
State, and was born in Bakersyille, Fairfield county, in 
Avt State, in Becember, 1810. He is of English 
descent, and his father, who is a native of Massachusetts, 
h still Hying at that place. Col. Childs, who distin* 
tifiguished himself in the Mexican war, is a relatiye of 
Ids, as are also Daniel Lee Ghilds, of Boston, and Mar* 
om Childs, of Canada West, who was a member of Par- 
liament for some years preyious to the Beyobxtion of 
1888. He is, likewise, a brother of Thomas Childs, 
Jr., who was a member of Congress in 1835. He was 
brought up in « dense, uncultiyated forest ; receiyed 
seareely amy educational advantages ; and at the age of 
twenty-three spent a short time in Boston, after which 
be married Miss Lucia A. Fuller, and removed to the 
city of New York, where he engaged in the milk busi- 
ness. Having followed this about ten years, he spent 
some twelve years in distilling, when he again sold out, 
and has since been chiefly engaged in traveling. He 
never held any public office before his election to the 
Assembly of 1858, where he proved himself an efficient 
representative, as Chairman of the Standing Committee 
on Roads and Bridges ; and has always been an unfal- 
tering Democrat, never refusing to contribute liberally 
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from lib time and means for the adyancement of Demo- 
cratic principles. He att<mds the Congregational chorcli, 
and has probably been more generous in his contribu- 
tions to religious and benevolent objects, than any other 
man in the community where he resides. 



STEPHEN S. CHILDS. 

Dr. Childs is a native of Berkshire county, Mass., 
and is a lineal descendant of Jonas Ghilds, who was » 
Captain in the Bevolution. His father, Stephen Ghilda, 
died in 1857, and his mother is still living, at the ad- 
vanced age of sixty-eight. Dr. Childs was educated for 
thejnedical profession, and has lived in the city of New 
York about ten years, where he retired from the practice 
of medicine some four years ago. Since then he has 
been chiefly devoted to various benevolent enterprises, 
and is now one of the active members of the New York 
Association for the Improvement of the Condition of the 
Poor. He took no interest whatever in politics till 
1848, when ho supported Mr. Yan Buren for the Presi- 
dency, and has since then been essentially a Free Soiler, 
acting now with the Bepublican party. He never held 
any public office till his election to the present Assem- 
bly ; is strongly in favor of the enactment of a Registry 
Law ; is married ; and attends Dr. Spring's church. 
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ROBERT CHRISTIE. 



Hr. Chiistie is a nfttive of Troj, Renssf 
N. Y., and vu bom on the 10th of Haroh, 
parents, who are fftill tivtng, at an adrant 
both nativea of Scotland. He vas edac 
Bohools of hia native city, and snbaeqnently 
with the Hon. David L. Seymore and Dari 
^fter hie admiuion to the bar, he beoame i 
Mr. Bnel, with whom be praotieed bis j 
Troy, till about the year 1847, when he rei 
eity of New Tork, where he is now one of i 
wt Chriatie and Fairbanks, at No. 29 Wall 
a lawyer ho has boon Baooesafal, and dori 
]«nce in the city of Troy, was the ooonse! 
Van Rensselaer, in bis oontroversy wit] 
Etenters. Mr. Christie has always been a 
Ae Hard Shell stamp, and was never a earn 
iffiee before his election to the present Ho 
lereral oooasions, during the diTiaitHia o 
whtat be ran as a stamp oaadidate agunst 
of the opposing aeciion of the Dwioorstio 
0. was married in 1851, to Hiss Frttnois 
nattre of Troy, and Tepresents his oonetitae 
fiti^fally. 



HENRY B. CLARK. 

Hr. Clark is one of the most high-mi 

dear headed, and practical common sense 

Hoose, and will doubtless prove himself a qui 

iBg, though induBtriotu and eftoient legislat 

10 



148 BIOOBAFHICAL BKKTOHSS. 



bora in Hoodck, Rensselear oonntj, N. Y., in June, 
1813, ftnd is of Englisk descent. His £ftther, Asel 
CUrk, died in 1817, and he has always been a resident 
of his native place, where he is now engaged in farming. 
He was reared on a farm till nearly the age of seven- 
teen ; but after receiving a eommon school education, 
learned the wagon-making business, which he followed 
till 1854. Mr. Clark was Associate Justice of Us 
native county three years ; has been 'a Justice of die 
Peace since 1843, and is, also, one of the Oommisaion- 
ers of Bzciae. He was formerly a National Whig of 
the ture conservative stamp, and was among the first to 
engage in the American cansC} afler the disorganisation 
of the Whig party. He was married in 1847, to Mw 
Almeda J. Mattiscm, and bekmgs to the Episcopal 
church. 



WILLIAM COBB. 

Mr. Cobb was bora on the 2d of April, 1816, m 
Windham, Windham County, Yt., and is a brother-in- 
law of the Hon. Benjamin W. Dean, Secretary of 
State, and the H(m. Willktm Harris, Jr., a member of 
the Senate of that State. He is^f English descent. 
His father, Daniel Cobb, died in 1842, at the age of 
Bixty-six, and his mother is still living, in Yermout, at 
the advanced age of seventy-six. Mr. Cobb received a 
common school education, and in 1834 settled in the 
town of Independence, Allegany county, N. T., where 
he has always since resided. He is now a very large 
landholder, and extensively engaged in farming, and is 
also operating largely in the mercantile trade, the sale 
of cattle, and various other business enterprises. He 
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liM held various town offices, including that of Supervi- 
sor, which he filled three years ; has been Assessor four 
jears ; and was an active and influential member of the 
Assembly in 1848. He was, also. Post Master from 
1836 until 1850, and was elected to the present House 
by an unusually large majority. He was formerly a 
Democrat, but supported Mr. Van Buren in 1848, and 
early identified himself with the Republican enterprise. 
In 1888, he married Miss Eliza Churchill, by whom he 
has two sons and two daughters, and attends the Baptist 
QhoToh. His eldest daughtiar, Emma, was married on 
tke 27th U October last, to Ebenecer L. Nelson, of 
Hiddleboro, Mass., a young man dearly beloved by all 
ihat knew him, who died on the 4th of December fol- 
.l0wiBg. Although not ambitious of political preferment, 
Mr. G. is a stauneh politician, and always acts in obe- 
dience to a high sense of honor and integrity, in both 
liifl political and business transactions. He has been 
an eminently suoeesftful business man, and will doubtless 
leave a clean record behind him at the close of the pre- 
sent Legiskttore. 



NOAH M. COBURN. 

Mr. Ooburn is a native of Woodstock, Windham 
county, Oonn. He was bom in 1800, and is of Eng. 
lish descent. He is wholly a self-made man, his father 
having died when he was only twelve years of age, and 
his mother two years previous. He is the oldest of 
five children, and has been exclusively dependent upon 
his own resources since the «ge of seventeen. Mr. 
Cobum received a common English education, and was 
rehired a farmer. He came into New York in the fall 
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of 1826, and settled in Madison eonntj, irliere he Itas 
always since been a resident. He has never been an 
aspirant for official position, and his election to the pres- 
ent House, is his first appearance in public life. He 
was originally a Whig ; has been a Republican since 
the establishment of that party ; and entertains strong 
views in fevor of the Temperance cause. He was mar- 
ried in 1825, to Miss Harriet Potter, and belongs to 
the Baptist church. He is a very quiet, unassuming, 
and intelligent man, and possesses a large fund of gen. 
ehil information. Doubtless he will reilect credit upon 
himself and his constituents in his present position. 



JAMES J. COIT. 

Mr. Coit was bom on die 8d «f May, 1808, in Qtuh- 
wold, New LondoA county, Goim^etioiii. He is of 
flooteh descent. His father, James Ooit, died in IMT 
in Oswego county, N. T., and his mother died in th# 
aame place in 1849. She was a sister of John Lovett, 
of Lisbon, Conn., who, after receiving a collegiate edu- 
cation, removed to Albany, where he opened one of the 
first English schools taught in that city, and who sub- 
sequently represented that Congressional distoict in the 
Thirteenth and Fourteenth Congress. Mr. 0. eame into 
New York, in 1816, with hit parents, who settled m 
Onondaga county. He received only a eomrnon sohoeil 
education, and for eight years was engaged in teaching 
in the winter and working on a fans during the summer. 
He has always since then been a^ farmer, i^nd in 1824, 
removed into Washington, Oswego ooimty, and settled 
on the farm on which he now livea, and which was then 
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a m^i!% wilderness. Altbougli natarallj indifferent as to 
oftpial position, he has held numerous town offices during 
ib» past twenty years, inoluding Justice of the Peace 
tw^Te years, and Supervisor two years. He was a 
Democrat from 1824 till 1854, voting for Mr. Van 
Boren in 1848, but was among the first to engage in tha 
Republican moveme;nt. He is a staunch friend of Com- 
mon schools ; is devotedly attached to the cause of Tem- 
peraAce; was married in 1827 to Miss Augustina S. 
Porter, of Wendell, Ma^., who died in 1841 ; married 
hiB present wife, Miss Miriam Owen, of Ononda^ 
oouBty, in 184^^ and attends the Baptist and Methodist 
ohurdkes, although of the Presbyterian faith. 



THOMAS COLEMAN. 

Mr. GolemitA wsas bon> on the 16th of June, 1808, in 
ibe towu pf Barnstable, Barnstable county, Mass. His 
laiher, Nathaniel Coleman, who was bom, and spent 
\iM Ufet in that town» engaged in sea-faring, mostly in 
ihe coastipg ir^d^ ; was of English descent ; and his 
ai^cestors were among the early settlers of Plymouth 
Colony. He died in 1848, at Uie ago of sixty-seven. 
Mr. Coleman had but very slight opportunities of 
obtaining an education, they having been merely such 
as the Common district school of his native town affor- 
ded, for a few months only in each winter, till he 
was sixteen years of age. He then, in 1824, entered 
a store in New Bedford, Mass., as a clerk, which position 
he Gontimied to occupy till 1827, when he went to the 
oiiy of Troy, where he engaged in the mercantile buai'^ 
nose, aod where he has since resided. He is now, and has 
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been for about twenty years past, a lumber merolia»t|~ 
and has done an extensive and snceessfol business. He 
was married in January 1839 to Miss Catharine Jane, 
daughter of Lewis Biehards, Esq., a merchant of Troy. 
For several years he was a member of the Ezeoutive 
Committee of the Troy Young Men's Association, and 
was its President from 1844 till 1845. In 1852 he 
was elected a Director of the Bank of Troy, and in 1856 
was chosen a Governor of the Marshall Infirmury, a 
chartiable institution founded in Troy by the late Ben. 
jamin Marshall of that city. In the spring of 1857 he 
was elected Alderman of the third ward of Troy, and 
still holds that office, aa also that of Bank Director. * 

In 1829, when Mr. Coleman had become a voter, lie 
united with the National Republican party, and in 18^ 
joined the Whig party, to which he adhered till the 
inauguration of the American movement^ when he became 
a staunch supporter of that party, and was elected to 
the present Assembly by a union of Americans and 
Republicans. At home, he is esteemed as a man ^ 
strict honesty and a sound, practical judgement, and 
considering his lack of early education and infiuen^ftl 
friends to aid him, is a fair sample of a Self-made man 
— the artificer of his own fortune and position. Mr. 0* 
attends the Methodist church. 



LORENZO D. COLLINS. 

Mr. Collins is emphatically a self-made man, and las 
been eminently successful in life. He was born m 1822, 
in the town of Whitehall, Washington county, N. Y., and 
is of English descent. Both his paternal and maternal 
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gnmdfailiers were soldiers in the Beyolaiionary war.. 
Daniel Collins, his father, who served in the war of 
1812, is still living, at the age of seventy-fonr, and his 
mother died in 1852, at the age of sixty-three. Mr. 
Oollins was raised a fanner, and received nothing more 
tliaa a common English education. In 1841 he em« 
burked in the meroantile trade in the village of West 
Troy, where he still resides, and is still so engaged. In 

1852 he was elected a Trustee, and in 1853, President, 
of West Troy, and was successful in both instances 
oyer large Democratic majorities. He held the posi- 
tion of Captain of the West Troy Light Guards, from 

1853 1^11 1857, and during .the last three years has been 
a Director in the Union Bank of Troy. He was 
formerly a Henry Clay Whig, and remained firmly 
ftitached to that party till it abandoned its organization, 
when he enlisted in the cause of Republicanism. He 
was married in 1848, to Miss Sarah Francis Clark, who 
died in the same year, and in- 1854, married his pres*^ 
eiit estimable lady, Miss Samantha L. Hubbell,. by 
whom he has two children. Mr. C. attends the Metho^ 
diflt church. He is an active and influential politician ; 
a man of a very high sense of honor and an incorrupti* 
ble integrity ; and will doubtless prove himself a popular 
representative. 



FREDERICK A. CONKLING. 

/ 

Mr. Conkling is a native of Canajoharie, Montgomery 
eoonty, N. T., and is of English, Scotch, and German 
descent. He was born on the 22d of August, 1816, and 
k the son of Alfred Conkling, whose reputation stands 
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high throughout the State. Mr. C. waa educated at tha 
Albany Aoademy, paesing through all the departments, 
and is now a retired merchant in the city of New York, 
where he has been an eminently succeasful business man. 
He was a member of the Assembly in 1854» and was 
re-elected to the present House by a majority of nearly 
four hundred oyer his predecessor, the Hon. Philip W. 
Bngs. He was always a strong Whig of the National, 
Oonseryatiye stainp, till the dismemberment of that 
party, when he at onoe became a Republican. He is a 
man of strong common sense ; is distinguished for hla 
honesty and integrity ; is a forcible and concise speaker ; 
and is one of the leading and most industrious men in 
the House. 



RICHARD J. CORNELIUS. 

Mr. Cornelius was bom in 1806, in the town of Stan* 
ford, Dutchess eo., N. Y. He is of Scotch and Dutch 
descent, and both his parents, who removed to Stanford 
in 1800, were natives of Queens county, Long Island. 
His mother died in 1827, and his father, in 1842. Mr. 
Cornelius received only a common English education, 
and was successfully engaged in teaching in his native 
town, and in Amityville, SuJSblk county, where he now 
resides, from the age of twenty till about the year 1835, 
since which time he has been chiefly engaged in the 
mercantile trade, besides being several years proprietor 
of a line of stages running from Amityville to Brook- 
lyn. He has filled various town offices since 1885 ; 
has been post-master about six years ; was captain of 
the 137th Regiment of Infwtry ; and subsequently 
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pramotecl t«^ the poflition of Colonel, from whicb he was 
honorablj discharged upon the repeal of the law. He 
has always been an old-fashioned Democrat of the 
Andrew Jackson school, -and was elected to the Assem. 
hlj by a handsome majority. He was brought up to 
attend the Friends or Quaker church, but belongs to no 
religious sect ; was married in 1885 to Miss Pheba 
Ireland; and la one of the aubatantial men of the 
House. 



PATRICK C. COSTELLO. 

Mr. Oostello is a man of some legislatiye ability, and 
is a successful tanner and leather merchant, at Camden, 
Oneida county, N. T., where he has been an influential 
resident for som^ years. ^ He was elected to the Assem- 
bly by a majority of over three hundred, and is the 
soooessor of Col. Halley, who was one of the most qxdet, 
elerer, and pc^ular members of the last Legislature. 
Mr. Costello is a strong Bepublican, but has never 
wielded any very great political strength, having devoted 
bimself almost exclusively and assiduously to his busi- 
ness operations. He was elected Assessor of the town 
where he resides, last spring, and comes to the Assem- 
bly in consequence of his personal popularity, and the 
Republican strength in his district. He is a quiet, 
unpretending man, but although standing high in the 
private relations of life, will not likely distinguish him- 
self during his legislative career, by any very rare 
exhibitions of brilliant oratory or profound statesman- 
ship. It may be, however, that by close confinement 
to the miasma and gass of the Assembly chamber, he 
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may uliim&telj Bhow some signa of imdeTdl<qped 
genius ; 

" For genius swells more strong and clear, 
When close eonfin'd — like bottied beer." 



HENRY CREBLE. 

Mr. Creble is one of those men whom fortnitons cir. 
cnmstances occasionally throw temporarily, to the sur- 
face of public attention, and through whose general 
incompetency the State not unfrequently suffers by im- 
proper legislation. The evils of self-government are 
not so much the result of the unscrupulous and wicked 
motives of bad men as the incompetency of good men* 
So in this case. Although a man of respectability and 
comparative intelligence in the little private circle for 
which nature particularly designed him, Mr. Creble is 
almost entirely worthless when entrusted with the di8« 
charge of duties which require views broad and compre- 
hensive enough to include, not merely the little petty 
interests of a particular locality, but tbe paramount 
welfare of a great and powerful State. In other words^ 
he is too full of local patriotism to be any thing else 
than purely and necessarily sectional, and hence we find 
him, naturally enough, signalizing his very first appear- 
ance almost in the House, by the introduction of a 
measure, compelling every ward and town in the city 
and county of Albany to take care of their own poor. 
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WICKHAM R. CROCKER. 

Dr. Crocker was 'born in 1814, near the city of Bath, 
England. When about eight years of age, he came to 
America, with his parents, who settled in this State, 
and who died in Stenben county, about ten years ago, at 
a ripe old age. Dr. C. receiyed a liberal academical 
education, and was prepared for the medical profession 
at Geneva. He was then extensively engaged in prac- 
tice until about six years ago, when he partially retired 
from his profession in consequence of impaired health. 
He has held various town offices, including that of 
Justice of the Peace four years ; was Post Master under 
the administration of President Pierce ; and occupied 
the position of Sergeant in the Militia under Gov. 
Bouck. Although voting for Mr. Yan Buren in 1848, 
he was always a straight-forward, consistent Democrat 
till the repeal of the Missouri Compromise, when he 
became a Eepublican. He is an intelligent and very 
active and useful man, and is highly esteemed wherever 
he is known — especially in the county of Steuben, where 
he has resided for twenty years. He is high-minded, 
dignified, independent, and self-reliant, both in public 
and private life, as is clearly indicated by his tall, 
manly personal appearance, and is scrupulously upright 
and honest. Dr. C. was married in 1853 to his last 
wife, Miss Helen M. Flint, who died in the spring of 
1858, and he is a member of the Episcopal church. 



IM ' wionjjmscAJt vebmhem. 



JOSEPH DAVIS- 

Mr. Pavis is one ai tke oldest, moat expmeneed, snd 
JB^flft^^M membwB of the Aasembly. He is of Ovtdi 
and Welch doBoenty and was bom on the 14th of Deeenu 
her, 17d5, in the town of Miiiimnk, Ora^^ oounty, N» 
T. His fintheTy John Payls, who died in that plaee 
about the year 1791, was an influential and highly nse- 
fiil man in his day, and was nniTeisslly respected and 
esteemed by all who knew him* Mr. Davis was eduea* 
ted in a conunim district school* and was rearedafiumei 
which is still his chief occnpation, This is his thifd 
tarm in the Aflsembly, and he has been Prendent ot 
the Middletown Bank for twenty years. He has, also, 
filled nvaaerons town ofliceas including that of Justice 
of the Peace four yean, and is now Supervisor, which 
poaiti<»i he has held during the past seven years. He 
was originally a Bucktail, Jackson Democrat, and was 
an ardent friend of Heniy Clay, adhereing closely to 
the Whig party till it abandoned its organixation, when 
be became a Republican. He was married in 1814, to 
Miss Elisabeth Decker ; belongs to the Presbyterian 
church ; and discharges his legislative duties with credit 
alike to himself and his constituency. 



H. B. DUBYEA. 

Gen. Buryea was bom in Newtown, Queens county, 
N. Y., on the 12th of July, 1815, and is of French 
Huguenot and Dutch descent. His ancestors were 
among the first settlers on Long Island, where bis 
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purents were both born. He studied IftW in the office 
ef Judge Greenwood, in l^e oity of. New York, who 
w«s subsequently his kw partner. He was admitted 
tcv the bar in 1^6, and immediatelj aommeneed prao- 
ticing in Brooklyn, where he is still engaged in his pro- 
^sflfeion. He beeame oommander of the Fifth Brigade 
of the uniformed militia of the State, located in the 
eolifiiy of Kinga, in 1848, which position he now holds, 
snd has just been ekoted President of the State Military 
AMooiation. He was appointed Supreme Oourt Oom- 
Hmnener, under Ooy< Seward, in 1842 ; subsequently 
attorney to the corporation of Brooklyn ; and was Dts- 
tii«t Attorney of Kings ootinty from 1848 till 1854. 
He was a member of the Assembly, in 1858, where he 
oecupied an influential position on the Standing Oom* 
mittees on Ways and Means, and the Militia and Public 
Defense. He* was re-elected to the present House by 
a majority of nearly fire hundred. He was always a 
Whig, till the repeal of the Missouri Compromise, when 
ke beeame an actire and ardent Republican. 



DAVID EARLL. 

Hr. Earll is the son of Peter Earll, who now resides in 
Michigan, and is a distant relative of Nehemiah Earll, 
who once represented the Onondaga district in Congress, 
aad of Jonas Earil, who has been^well and fayorably 
known as Canal Commissioner of this State. He is of 
English and Duteh descent, and was bom in 1819, in 
the town of L^sander, Onondaga county, N. Y. He 
reoeiTed a common school education, and having studied 
from the age of twenty until twentytwo, he fol- 
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lowed that profession some nine years, when he ahandoaed 
it, and was eleeted a Justice of the Peace, which ofiioe 
he held eight years. He has also occnpied Tarions other 
town offices, including that of Supervisor, and Coroner, 
and was elected to the present Legislature by a majoritjr 
of nearly three hundred. He was always a DemoCTit 
till 1856, when he became a Bepublican, and is person- 
ally and politically, one of the most popular men in the 
county of Tioga, where he now resides. Mr. Earll is 
now engaged in lumbering and farming ; was married in. 
1845 to Miss Louisa F. Ransom ; and entertains liberal 
religious views, confining himself to no particular denom 
ination. He is a useful man, and the present Houbo 
will feel his influence before its final adjournment. 



ABEL EVELAND. 

Mr. Eyeland is one of the three intelligent and sub- 
stantial members of the House from the county of 
Steuben. He was bom in the town of Greenwich, Sus- 
sex county, N. J., in June, 1812, of German and 
English descent, and in 1823, came to New York, with 
his mother, brother, and some other relatives, and set- 
tled in Steuben county, where he has since chiefly 
resided. His mother died when he was only about ten 
years of age, and he received only such an educatioii 
as could be afforded by a common school in a new coun- 
try to an orphan, without either the means or the [Sup- 
port of influential friends. During the greater portion 
of his life he has been engaged in farming, boat.buUd. 
ing, and mercantile pursuits, and is now occupied in 
forming and lumbering, He has held numerous town 
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iAceB ; has been a Jastice of the Peace eight years'; 
was an uncompromising Democrat of the Jeffersonian 
school, till the organization of the Republican party ; 
and is a plain, straight-forward, common-sense man, of 
the popular stamp. Mr. E. was married in 1836,to Miss 
Matilda Houk, and confines himself to no particular 
ehiirch in his attendance upon religious worship. 



SAMUEL J. FAENUM. 

Mr. Farnum was born in 1806,in the town of Uzbridge, 
Worcester county, Mass. He came to New York in 
1816, and settled in the town of Poughkeepsie, where 
he learned the tanning business. He then removed to 
Newburgh, Orange county, where he engaged in tan- 
ning until about two years ago, when he returned to 
Poughkeepsie, where he now resides. He was a promi. 
Bent and influential man in the village of Newburgh, 
having held the position of President and Supervisor, 
and in 1852 ran unsuccessfully in that district for Con- 
gress. He was formerly a Seward Whig ; was among 
the first to enlist in the Bepublican movement ; now 
holds the position of Alderman in the city of Pough- 
keepsie ; is a shrewd, calculating politician ; and has 
been a very successful business man. He has a very 
good mind and a sound judgment, and is doubtless one 
of the most reliable men in the House. Mr. Farnum 
was married in 1829, to Miss Sarah Ann Swartout, Jby 
whom he has three daughters and one son — children of 
whom he may well feel proud. * 
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MORGAN L. FILKINS, 

Mr. Fitkins is tlie twentieth of twentj-fiye ehildr^n, 
and waa born in 1826, in the town of Berne, Albany 
county, N. Y., of English and Dntoh descent. Hia 
paternal ancestors were originally from Dutchess county, 
and his father, who was a volunteer in the war of 1812, 
after living a while in Rensselaer, removed into Albany 
county, where he died in 1841. His maternal grand- 
father came to America as a soldier under Burgoyne, 
and after the latt6r*8 surrender, remained in the service 
till 1783, when he was honorably discharged at West 
Point. His mother is still living at the age of sixty, 
six. Mr. Filkins received an academical education; 
studied medicine at Honesdale, Penn,; and has since 
been engaged in the Patent Medicine business, being 
the inventor of Dr. Filkin's Sugar Ooated Pills and the 
proprietor and manufacturer of Blackman's Genuine 
Healing Balsam and Valuable Strenghtening Plasters. 
He was formerly a Whig ; since the organization of the 
American party has been among the most active, intel- 
* ligent, and successful supporters of its principles ; and 
was elected to his present position by a combination of 
Republicans '^and Americans. Mr. F. was married Uk 
1853, to Miss Henrietta A. Blackman, by whom he has 
three children ; attends the Baptist church ; and is one 
of the most valuable men in the House. 



MICHAEL FITZGERALD. 

Mr. Fitzgerald is a native of London, England, where 
he was born in 1830, and is of Irish descent. In 1834 
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he came with bis parents to the city of New York, 
where he and his aged mother still reside, his father 
having died in 1843. He receiyed.an ordinary English 
edncation, and at the age of fifteen served bis time as a 
calico printer, at which he afterwards worked some six 
years. In 1851 he sailed for Oalifomia, and passed a 
year as fireman on the Golden Gate, then ruxming be- 
tween Panama and tbe city of San Francisco. Subse- 
quently be passed eighteen months in the mines, and 
xetumed to New York, where he has since been chiefiy 
4>oeupied in the police department of tbat city. He has 
also been long an active fireman there ; always a Demor 
erat ; is still single ; was a member of the Assembly in 
1858, occupying a position on tbe Standing Committee 
on Charitable and Religious Societies ; and was re- 
elected to the present House by a flattermg vote. He 
is a very quiet, unostentatious, und agreeable man, and 
}» personally and politically popular. 



FIRMAN PISH. 

Mr. Fish was born in 1802, in Trenton, Oneida 
county, N. Y., and is d English descent. His ances- 
tors settled in Rhode Island, and both his paternal and 
maternal grandfathers lived a while in Massachusetts, 
and subsequently settled in Whltestown, Oneida county, 
in this State. The former afterwards died in that 
county, and the latter in the county of Jefferson. His 
father, Ebenezer Fish, died in 1848, and his mother is 
Btill livinjg at the age of seventy. six. Mr. Fish removed, 
with his parents, into Jefferson county in 1804. He 
received a common school education, and at the age of 
11 
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fourteen was apprenticed to the taiming, eorrying, and 
ahoemaking toade, which he afterwards followed till 
1839, when he remoTcd into the town of Cape Vincent, 
where he has since been dcYoting himself to farming. 
He was Magistrate in the town of Bntland in his naitve 
county from 1832 till '36, and was eleoted to the Aasem- 
blj by a majority of upwards of three himdred. He 
oast his first TOte for John Qoincy Adams for President, 
bnt took no yeiy active part in politics till the organiaa* 
tion of the Kepnblican party. He was married in 1826 
to Hiss Caroline Rose ; attends the UniTcrsalist ohnreli ; 
and is well qualified for a l^gislatiYe position. 



SAMUEL L. FULLER. 

Mr. Fuller is a lineal descMidant of the Pilgrinti 
Fathers, and was bom in 1818 in Geneseo, LiTingston 
CO., N. Y. His mother came fr<»n Connecticut, and his 
father, the Hon. P. C. Fuller, who died in 1854, was a 
native of Berkshire county, Mass. He occupied consec- 
utively a position in the Assembly, State SenatCy and 
lower branch of Ccmgress, and in 1836, resigned his 
seat in the latter body, and removed to Adrian, Midii- 
gan, where he took charge of a bank. He was, also. 
Assistant Post Master General, under the Hon. Francis 
Granger, and after his return to Livingston county, 
became Comptroller, in 1851, to fill a vacancy for one 
year. Mr. Fuller received an academical education, 
and was engaged in engineering and surveying in Miohi. 
gan till 1840, when he returned to Livingston county, 
where was an agent upon the estate of the Hon. C. H. 
Carroll, till 1844. He then married Arthuretta S. Yan 
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Yechten, a xtatm of Albany, and commenced &rming 
in Oonesos, Liyingston connij, where he remained till 
1854, when he remoTed into Seneca county, where he 
oontinned farming until 1856, when he returned to the 
town of Gonesqs, his present place of residence. He 
baa been an eminently sncceesfal farmer, and was absent 
from, the country in Enrope, in 1858, some three months, 
by authority of the Livinipiton county Cattle and Import- 
ing So^ety. He is an industrious, well-meaning man ; 
18 not a radical politician, though closely attached to the 
piindples of the Bepnblicaa party ; and is a member of 
the Episcopal dkurch. 



THOMAI^ A. GARDINER. 

Mr. Gardiner was bom on the 2d of August, 1832, 
m the city of New Yorl, and in 1840 remoTcd to 
Bro^ddjrn, where he has always since resided. His 
mother was, also, a natiye of the city of New York ; 
but his fikthw, George W. Gardiner, who died in January, 
1852, came to this country from Ireland, when quite 
young, and became a New York merchant. Mr. Gardiner 
was educated at a private select school in Brooklyn, and 
18 now engaged in the manufacture of silk hats. During 
tbe pecuniary panic in 1857, he was a clerk in the Post 
Office in that city, but abandoned the position as soon 
as business had again reviyed. He has always, like his 
£ather before him, been an unswerving National Demo- 
crat, and was elected to his present position by nearly 
one thousand majority. He belongs to the Roman 
Catholic church ; is not married ; is shrewd and calcu- 
lating, both in private and political transactions ; and 
enjoys a high degree of personal popularity. 
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HARLOW GODARD. 

Hr. Gk>dftTd i» of Freneh and Bcoloh descent, and was 
Bom in 1804, in Leyden, Lewie conntj, N. Y. His 
parents were from Oonneetiont, and are now both dead. 
He remoyed into St. Lawrenoe eonntj in 1815, and is 
Btill a resident of BiohTille, in that county. He wis 
reared on a fi&rm, and received a common school and 
academical education. After leaving school he tau^ 
four years, and four years afterwards embarked in the 
mercantile trade, which he followed some fifteen years. 
Since then he has been ohiefly occupied in the real 
estate business. He has held several town offices ; has 
been Magistrate over twemty yeais ; was Loan Gommia» 
sioner in 1842 and '43; was a member of the As- 
sembly in 1849, '50, and '58 ; and was again elected to 
like eeat he now occupies by a majority of nearly fifteen 
hundred. He is now, also, filling his fwcond term as 
one of the Justices of the SeesioiHi. He was ori^idly 
a Democrat ; supported Yan Bmren in 1848 , now driOs 
in the Republr^an ranks ; and has always been an aethre 
politician. He was marri^ in 1828 to Miss Mmrj Ann 
Bich, and attends the Baptist church, to which his wife 
belongs. 



WILLIAM C. GOVER. 

Mr. Gover was bom in 1818 in the city of Philadel- 
phia, and when about nine years of age, removed with 
his parents to the city of New Yorh, where he has 
always since resided. His father, Crcorge Willoi^by 
Augustus Gover, who was stationed at Fort Hamilton, 
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Long Island, during the war of 1812, was a native of 
London, England, and his mother was bom in the oitj 
of Baltimore. At the age of fourteen he was left alone, 
by the death of his father, with his mother and two 
younger children, their entire dependence thus deyolr- 
uig upon him, tokd. from that time to this he has never 
been idle, and has met with the most gratifying soocess. 
fiis mehns of edaeation, under the oircnmstances in 
whioh he w|ub placed at«o young an age, were necessarily 
very limited; but nevertheless by industry, integrity, 
and perseveranoe, he has become one of the most intelr 
lig^it and reliable meain the nei^borhood where he 



Mr. Gover was a Sergeant of Police previous to the 
Sd of July, 1867, when, as he claims, he was fraudu. 
Imily dismissed from the position by the Board of 
Bolke Gommissioners* and he is now engaged in Lithe- 
graphie painting. Hj» has always been a Democrat of 
the Hard Shell, Jeffersonian school, and wields conside- 
rable influenoe among the better class of New York 
politicians. At the age of twenty-eight he married Miss 
Caroline Oropsey, a ladf of superior female ezcellenpe, 
who is now dead, and by whom he has two daughters. 
He usually attends the Universalis^ church. 



JUDSON L. GRANT. 

• Mr. Grant was bom in July, 1815, in the town of 
Smithville, Ohenango co., N. Y. He is a descendant of 
Inerease Grant, who was one of the original stock that 
eame to this country from Seotland, and who settled in 
1, Conn., where Jared Grant, the Cither of the 
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iubject of tKis sketch, was born, Mr. Grant's mother, 
whose maiden name was Betsy Jadson, is still liying, 
and his father, who was one of the first settlers on 
Smithville Flates, in Ohenango eonntj, died in 1849. 
He received a common school education, and was reared 
a farmer, although naturally a mechanic. He has filled 
sereral town offices, including that of school district 
Olerk, which he held from the age of eighteen until 
about two years since. He was elected to the Assembly 
by a majority of nearly two hundred and fifty ; was a Sew. 
ard Whig till the organisation of the Republican party ; 
is an active and influential politician ; and has already 
proved himself a good representative. Mr. G. was mar- 
ried in 1842, to Miss Marianme, daughter of Eraatus 
Agard ; and was reared a Baptist. He is a quiet and 
unassuming man, but discharges thoroughly and effi- 
ciently whatever duty he undertakes, and enjoys an 
excellent reputation both in puUio and private life. 



HENRY K. GRAVES. 

Mr. Graves is one of those self-made men for whom 
this country is peculiarly distinguished, and by his 
industry, morality, and strict integrity has thus far 
lived a succe3sful life. He was born on the 22nd of 
May, 1807, in Scipio, Cayuga county, N. Y., and 
sprung from good old English stock. When only six 
years of age^ his father, Archclaus Graves, died, and 
four years afterwards, he was thrown upon his own 
resources, without a fkrthing, fbr a support. He was 
reared chiefly in Onondaga county ; received a common 
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English edacation, and removed into Wayne conntj, 
where he now resides, in 1846. He has followed the 
mereantile trade since the age of twenty-one with nnin. 
terrapted success ; has occupied various town offices, 
including that of Supervisor, which he held from 1852 
till 1856 ; and has been Post Master eight years. He 
was formerly a strong Democrat, with Free Soil 
proclivities, and is now a genuine Republican, Mr. 
graves was married in 1831, to Miss Sophia Pomeroy, 
aad is a free thinker, of the most liberal stamp, in all 
religious matters. 



SOLOMON GRAVES. 

Mr. Graves is an educated man, having graduated at 
Union College, Scheneetady, in 1842, ihd is about forty 
years of age. . He is successfully engaged in farming at 
Oravesville, Herkimer county, and is probably quite as 
well qualified for that honest occupation as a proper 
discharge of the duties .with which the good people of 
his district have entrusted him. He was formerly a 
Whig, but since the dissolution of that party has been a 
Bepublican, and was elected to the Legislature by 
upwards of seven hundred and fifty majority over his 
Democratic competitor. He possesses some practical 
ability, and enjoys a high degree of personal respecta- 
bility in the immediate community in which he resides ; 
but he is not especially qualified to successfully oppose 
the corruptions of lobby influences and the venality of 
party demag<^es. He is too unsuspecting for this, 
and it will not be until he shall have served an appren- 
ticeship in the Legislative Chamber of the State, under 
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tbe direct and incesisant attacks of a multitude of public 
thieves, who swarm around the Capitol during the season 
of legislation, like a flock of carrion crows, diat he will 
folly appreciate the depravity of human nature. 



LESTER GREEN. 

Mr. Green is a native of Danube, Herkimer county, 
N. Y,, where he was horn, in 1808, and where he now 
resides. He is a distant connection of Gen. Green, 
and a son of John L. Green, who died in that town, in 
1851. Mr. Green received a common school education, 
and although reared a farmer, is now engaged in the 
provision and grocery business. He has held some 
unimportant town offices, and was elected to the present 
Assembly by upwards of one thousand majority, ^w 
was formerly a Whig, and now acts with the Republican 
party. He married Miss Emily Herkimer, in 1832, 
and attends the Lutheran churdi. He is a man of 
capacity and high respectability, and wields a strong 
influence in the section of the State where he resides. 
He is strictly honest, and is not one of those men f^om 
whom the lobby receive any encouragement in their 
wholesale depredations upon the public purse. 



MONROE HALL. 

Mr. Hall is a native of Jay, Essex county, N. Y., 
where he has always resided, and was born on the 4tli 
pf June, 1817. When only ten years of age, his father 
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died, leaving two sons and two danghters, and he waB 
thus early thrown almost entirely upon his own resources. 
He is of English descent. His father was from New 
Hampshire ; his mother from St. Albans, Vermont ; and 
at an early age both removed to Jay, where they were 
always identified with the interests of that section of 
the State from its earliest settlement. Mr. Hall received 
the rudiments of his education at Le Eoy, N. Y., and 
at'Williston, Bennington, and Brandon, Vermont, and 
after spending a year in Brown University, was obliged 
to abandon his studies, in consequence of inflammation 
in his eyes. In 1841, he embarked in the mercantile 
trade, which he followed till 1857, employing himself 
eztdnsively at the same time in the iron business, on 
Ausable river, and in dealing in a large amount of real 
estate which was left him by his father. He is now a 
successful farmer and a practical surveyor. His busi- 
ness relations were such for several years, that he was 
required to pass a considerable time in th^ office of the 
late Hon. George A« Simmons, where he became fami- 
liar with the principles and general practice of the law. 
He has held various town offices, and was a capable and 
efficient member of the Assembly in 1858. He was a 
strong Whig till 1848, when he mounted the Buffalo 
platform, on which he stood until the Barnburners went 
back to the Democratic ranks, when he again joined the 
Whigs, with whom he remained till he became a Kepub- 
lioan. He married Miss Juliet M., second daughter of 
the Hon. Ezra 0. Gross, in 1841, and in 1854 was mar- 
ried to his present excellent wife. Miss Emma Prindle, 
eldest daughter of Benjamin. Welll^. He is a strong 
Temperance man, both in practice and principle, and 
has been a member of the Baptist church about twenty- 
five years. 
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HENRY P. HEERMANCE. 

Mr. Heennance is a native of Oolumbia county, N. 
Y., a section of the State prolific of great men. He is 
of genuine Dutch descent, and was bom in the year 
1806. His father, Israel Heennance, died in that 
county in 1826, at an adyanced age. Mr. Heermanoe 
was educated in a common school in his native place ; 
has always been an active, successful business man, and 
is now engaged in milling and fanning. He was a 
member of the Board of Supervisors of Columbia 
county in 1842, and is now Post Master at Glenco Mills, 
in that county, where he resides. He has always been 
an old fashioned Democrat of the Jackson stamp, and 
although more of a business man than a politician, is 
thoroughly booked up in the general history of the 
country, and the current movements of the times. He 
was married in 1880 to Miss Elisabeth Fonda; belimgs 
to the Dutch Reformed Ohurch ; and is one of the most 
efficient %nd reliable men in the Legislature. 



ARTHUR HOLMES. 

Mr. Holmes is of English and Scotch descent, and 
was bom in 1831, at Westford, Otsego county, N. Y. 
He is the son of a farmer, John P. Holmes, and in 
1838 removed, with his parents, who are still living, into 
Cortland county, where he now resides. He remained 
on his father's farm till about the age of nineteen, when 
he prepared' for college, and graduated, with the first 
honors of his class, at Central College, McGrawville, in 
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1855. Meanwhile, he taught a year, having charge of 
Sherbnrne academy, in Chenango ooontj, and then passed 
a term at the Albany Law school, after which he accepted 
a professorship of Logic, History, and English literature, 
in Central College. This position he occupied nearly 
two years, when he resigned, and Has since then been 
chiefly engaged in literary pursuits. His political affini- 
ties were originally with the Whig party, but he has 
always been a zealous advocate of Bepublican principleSi 
and has not unfrequently taken the stump in their 
behalf. He is a ready speaker, and has distinguished 
himself both on the stump, and as a public lecturer. 
In 1856, he was the chosen orator of the Alumni Asso- 
ciation of his alma maters and had conferred upon him, 
at the last commencement at Union College^ the degree 
of Master of Arts. He is a young man of unezcep- 
iionable character; possesses a knowledge of public 
aiffairs far beyond most men of his age ; is studious and 
industrious ; still single ; and belongs to the Congrega- 
ti<mal ohureh. 



ELIAS C. HOLT. 

Dr. Holt was bom in 1823, in the town of Penfield, 
Monroe county, N. Y., and is a descendant of the great 
English jurist. Chief Justice Holt. His ancestors 
came to America in 1720, and settled at Kennedy, in 
the Colony of Connecticut. His father, William Holt, 
who settled in Monroe county, in 1812, on the same 
farm on which he is now living, was bom in the State 
of Connecticut ; and his mother, who died in 1852, was 
a native of Vermont. . Dr. Holt received an academical 
education at the village of Webster^ in his native town^ 
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and in June, 1847, graduated from the Medical depart- 
ment of the Uniyersity of Vermont. He entered upon 
the practice of his profession in 1848, in Bennington, 
Wyoming county, where he still resides, and where he 
is now engaged in an eztensire practice. He was Super- 
visor of his town in 1854, and comes to the Legislature 
by a majority of nearly twelve hundred. He was for- 
merly a Democrat, but supported Gen. Taylor for the 
Presidency in 1848, and acted with the Whig party till 
the inauguration of the Bepublioan movement. He ia 
a modest and unassuming man, but has always been an 
active politician, and wields a strong influence in the 
community where he resides. Dr. H. married Miss 
Oomelia, only daughter of Dr. Witter, of Chaplin, 
Conn. ; and attends the Presbyterian church. He 
never indulges in superfluous speech making, but 
thinks and acts as becomes a capable representative. 



GAYLORD B. HUBBELL. 

Mr. Hubbell was bom en the 24di of December, 
1812, in the town of Coeymans, Albany, county, N. Y. 
He is of English and Scotch descent, and his paternal 
grandfather, Shadriok Hubbell, served as a captain dur. 
ing the Bevolution. He is emphatically a self-made 
man, his father, Amos Hubbell, who. was a native of 
New Milford, Conn., having died at Oozsackie, in this 
State, when he was only about nine years oi age, leav- 
ing him and his mother, with eight daughters, entirely 
upon their own resources for a support. After his 
father's death, Mr. Hubbell was obliged to obtain a liv- 
ing in various ways, until he had attained his fifteenth 
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year, wben lie was apprenticed to the tanning business. 
At tbe age of nineteen he removed to Gatskill, Greene 
connty, where he completed his trade, receiving, in the 
mean time, only a very ordinary English edncaticm, and 
at the age of twenty-two, removed to Peekskill, West- 
chester county. He was then engaged from 1836 till 
about the year 1855, in the hard-ware business in Sing 
Sing, and -the city of New York, and is now engaged 
in the manufacture of files at Sing Sing where he 
resides. He has always be^i an active, thorough-going 
business man, and has held no important public position 
till his election to the prcBent House. He was formerly 
a Whig ; isnow a st aunch Republican ; was married in 
1887 to Miss Harriet Anser ; haa belonged to the Pres- 
byterian church twenty years ; and is h^hly esteemed 
9A a valuable man wherever he is known. 



A. HUTCHINSON. 

Mr. Hutchinson is of English descent, and was born 
in 1811} in Bemsen, Oneida county, N. Y. His parents 
were natives of Oonnecticut^ and settled in Oneida 
oonnty about the commencement of the present century. 
In 1816f they removed into what is now Orleans, then 
Q-enesee county, and located on the same farm on which 
the subject of this sketch is now living. Mr. Hutchin. 
son received a common school education, and has always 
been a farmer, besides teaching, during the winter, from 
1828 till '84. He was a member of the House in 1857, 
and again in 1858, and has proven himself^a capable 
and ef&cient representative. He was formerly a Whig, 
and took part in the organization of that party; was 
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then a prominent Liberty party man; and is now an 
earnest and influential Republican. He married Misa 
Mary G-. Short, in 1845 ; and is a member of tbe Con- 
gregational churoh. He is a leading member of tbe 
House ; a man of sterling integrity ; has a capacity for 
facts and figures seldom sui'pagsed ; is a good, off-hand 
debater; and has the strongest voice in the House, 
which he not unfrequently exercises to a good adyantage. 



GEORGE A. JEREMIAH. 

Hr. Jeremiah was bom in 1S26, in the city of New 
York, where his parents, who are still Uving, were born 
before I^im. He reoeiTed an academical education, and 
at the age of fifteen went to the trade of a wheelrigkt, 
at which he has always since been extensively engaged. 
He, has been some time connected with the schools of 
New York ; was a member of the Assembly in 1858, 
when he held the position of Chairman of the Standing 
Committee on Orievances, and was returned to the 
present House by a majority of upwards of thirteen hun- 
dred. He has always been a Democrat and an active 
politician, cherishing a close allegiance to party obliga- 
tions ; is a married man ; and in the cant phrase of the 
day, is ««a good, clever fellow **—:which liberally inter? 
preted, means that he is not capable of upsetting the 
Capitol. 
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BARNA R. JOHNSON. 

Mr. JohiUKm is one of tlie most popular men in the 
Legislature, and discharges his legislative duties with 
more than ordinary taot and ability. He was bom in 
the town of Colchester, Delaware county, N. Y., in 
1825. He is of Irish and Dutch descent. Some of his 
paternal ancestors were prominent in the Irish rebellion 
of 1798, and his maternal grandfather was an active 
soldier in the American army during the Bevolution. 
His father, H^ry Johnson, died in Colchester, in 1849, 
at the age of seventy.two, and his mother died in 1858, 
st ^e age of s«venty.four. 

Mr. Johnson was educated at the Delaware and Bhine»- 
beck Academies; punned his legal studies ip the Law 
School at Albany; and is now suecessfally engaged in 
the practice of hb profession. He occupied the posi- 
tion of County Superintendant of Common Schools in 
his native county, when only twenty-one years of age ; 
has been Town Superintendant of Common Schools four 
or five years ; and in 1857 was a member of the Assem- 
bly, where he held an influential position upon the Judi- 
ciary Committee. ^His early political associations were 
with the Whig party, but since the organization of the 
Bepublican movement he has been a live member of that 
party. As a lawyer, he has already gained a high rank 
in the section of State in which he resides, enjoying the 
implicit confidence of all his clients, and is known 
almost every where as an unyielding friend of the 
Common School system of this State. In private as 
in public life, he stands deservedly high, and is 
respected and esteemed by all who know him. Mr. J. 
was married in 1857 to Miss Julia Becker, of Schoharie 
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eoantj, and attends Ae Preslyterian ohnrcli. He is 
doabtleas one of the most proaiisuig yonBg men in the 
House. 



JOHN S. KING. 

Mr. King was b<»ii m 1804, in the town of Beiuise- 
laemUe, Alhanj eoimty, N. Y. His parents eame 
from CSonneetievt, ahoot Uie be^^uming of the jMresent 
oentiny, and settled in that town, from whence ihey 
renoredinto the town of Sdpio, Gaynga county, in 
1806. His frther, Bial King, died in Scipio, in 1813, 
and his mother died, where he now resides, in 1847, at 
the advanced age of serenty-fonr. His paternal grand- 
£uher was a Lieutenant in the Beyolution, where he 
was distingnished for his military skill and bravery. 
8h<Mily after his frdier's death, Mr. Eang went into 
Madison coonty, where he remained till he was old 
oioogh to take chaige of the fiuaily of which he was 
the oldest dbild. He reeeived only a common business 
edncation, and alter he was twenty-one years of age, 
learned the wool*earding and cloth-dressing trade, 
which he followed abont six years, when he abandoned 
it, in consequence of iU healUi. Since then he has 
been engaged in farming and various manufacturing 
enterprises, and has met with gratifying success. He 
has held various town offices ; was formerly an old line, 
B^ury Clay Whig ; then became a staunch American ; 
and wa^ elected to the present House as the Union can- 
didate 'by a majority of over eight hundred. Although 
by JX0 means ambitious of political (deferment, he is a 
soiind politician, and is deservedly a popular man. Mr. 
EU .was married in 1834, to Miss Mary Ann McCarty, 
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of Susquebanna coniity. Pa., who died in 1851, and by 
whom be has four sons, and in December of the same 
year married bis present wife, Mrs. Lizzie Bro?m, at 
Sunbory, Delaware county, Ohio, by whom he has one 
Bon and a daughter. He was reared a Presbyterian, 
and now attends iike Methodist church. 



ABRAHAM D. LADEW. 

Mr. Ladew is one of the oldest men in the House, 
haying been bom in July, 1790, in the town of Fish- 
kill, Dutchess county, N. Y. He is of French and Eng-- 
lish descent, and his father, Daniel Ladew, died m 
Ulster county, in 1832. He removed into that county ». 
with his parents, while yet quite young, and received ik 
common English education. He subsequently learned 
the black-smithing trade, and in 1830, erected the- 
largest tannery in Ulster county, which he carried on 
some twenty-one years, when he turned his attention 
to farming. Mr. Ladew was chosen a Justice of the 
Peace by the old Council of Appointment as early as 
1818 ; held the position of Post Master some twenty-five 
years ; and has been Supervisor, &c., at different 
periods of his life. . He was originally a Democrat^ of 
the « Bucktail *' school ; then a Whig ; and now belongs 
to the Republican party. He was married in January, 
1813, and is an officer in the Dutch Reformed church. 
He is a very quiet and substantial man. 
12 
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JOHN A. LAING. 

Mr. Lfting wm born in 1^20, in Boston, Eri« conniy, 
N. Y. His father, who was of Scotch descent, and 
who died in 1822, removed into that oai|Ltj from New 
Jersey, in 1815. Mr. Laing received a common sohool 
education, and at the age of aixteen, went into Canada, 
where he spent a short time among his relatives. . He 
then, in 1840, removed to Waterloo, Seneca county^ N. 
Y. ; learned the carriage and ornamental paintiK ; ip.d 
in 1852 took up his residence in Marion, Wayne dfmoi 
where he now resides. He has held various town o 
and was elected to the present House by a majori 
6ver seven hundred, receiving nearly every vote 
his own town. He never took any very active p 
politics till 1848, when he was found advocating 
Van Buren's claims to the Presidency, and is now 
thoroughly identified with the Republican movement. 
He is an uncompromising friend of the cause of tempe- 
rance, and cherishes extreme views on the subject of 
slavery. He stands well in the neighborhood where he 
resides, as a man of industry and integrity, and will 
doubtless prove himself faithful to tl^e interests of hia 
immediate constituency, and the entire State. Mr. L. 
was married in 1848 to Miss Julia, second daughter of 
Michael Marshall f and is a strong believer in the chris* 
tian religion. 



WILLIAM C. LAMONT. 

Mr. Lament is emphatically a representative of the 
masses, and is one of the most generous, whole-souled, 
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Btcaight forward, intelligent, and independent members 
of tke Legislatnre. He is a good looking, well-buill 
man, with good nature, aa well as firmness, in his face, 
and is altogether personable, not to say prepossessing. 
He is rather gay than grave in oonversatitm ; freely 
res and takes a qnib ; and is social and fond of dis- 
don, yet does not seek to monopolize the talk. 
Mr. Lamoat was bom on the 2&th of November, 
127, in Charlotteville, Schoharie county, N. Y., where 
liow resides. He is the son of David Lament, and 
is name indicates, of French extraction. His 
jifather was a soldier in the Revolution, and 
lose of the war, emigrated from Columbia 
.Schoharie. He was educated at the Jefferson 
larie academies, and has been successfully 
fia. the practice of the law since 1853. He 
td any important public office till his election 
Fesent Housoj but possesses qualities which befit 
hint we& for a representative position. He has alwa3f8 
been a Democrat, having been carefully brought up in 
that political denommatioii, but does not cherish very 
•trong party preferesceSk Mr. L. was msurried in 1852^ 
to Miss E« Beckes, and patronizes all religious creeds 
and cburches. 




SAMBEIi A. LAW. 

Mr. Law is a native of Delaware county, N. T. ; 10 
thirty-eight years of age, and resides in the same 
mansion in which he was bom. He passed his collegiate 
life in Hamilton OoUege ; studied law with the Hon. A. 
J. Parker, then of Delaware county, and completed his 
professional studies in the Law department of Yale 
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Oollege. In 1838, he aeoompanied an elder brodier, 
then in bad health, to soathem Georgia, where, sar- 
rounded by the " peculiar institution, *' he fully informed 
himself of its effects upon the white and black races. 
He subsequently took a tour through the sea-board 
slave states, which confirmed the results of his previous 
observations, and returned home a confirmed oppo^ 
nent, under constitutional restrictions, of the system of 
American slavery. 

In 1839, Mr. Law commenced the practice of the 
law, at Erie, Pa., where, in 1841, he married Miss Kate 
H., daughter of Samuel Hays, Esq. Owing to the 
declining health of his father, he abandoned his profes- 
sion, in 1843, and returning to Delaware county, 
became what he still continues to be, a farmer. He has 
always taken a deep interest in the subject of agricul* 
ture ; was President of the Delaware County Agricul- 
tural society, from 1850 to 1855 ; has frequently been 
Clerk of his native town ; has been an acting Justice 
of the Peace during the past five years, and was a 
National Whig till the c<miplete disorganization of that 
party, when he became a zealous American. During 
the last session of the Legislature, he was the acknow- 
ledged leader of the American party in the House. 
His urbanity and uniform gentlemanly deportment, won 
the esteem of his. associates of all parties, and the 
ability he displayed attracted attention from all quarters 
of the State. He introduced the now famous <* Un- 
claimed Deposit Bill,'* and supported it on the floor of 
the House in a speech of singular force and clearness. 

As a speaker, Mr. Law is peei^ar. He is utterly 
devoid of ostentation. He never ^< puts on airs." His 
remarks are always directly to the point. He has not 
the unfortunate habit of delivering a dissertation on 
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every subject » and, consequently, when he arises, be U 
listened to with attenticHi. He is remarkably fluent, 
and has the happy faculty of expressing his ideas clearly, 
forcibly, and in the fewest words. There is always a 
stampede into the Assembly chamber from the rotunda, 
the clerk's room, and the lobby, when the word goes 
around : *< Law is speaking." Aside from his excellent 
qualities as a legislator, he has within him the elements 
of personal popularity. There is no bitterness in his 
composition. He is genial, social, eomp'anionable, and 
without an enemy. Mr. Law is the only man in the 
Assembly who was elected purely as an American. His 
position, therefore, is as anonialous as it is delicate. 
Neyertheless, he will, no doubt prore himself alike 
faithfal to those whom he represents, and the State at 
large. 



EDWARD ARTHUR LAWRENCE. 

Mr. Lawrence, the seventh son, and twelfth child of 
Judge Efingham Lawrence, of Flushing, L. I., by his 
wife, Anne, daughter of Solomon Townsend, of New 
York, was bom at Bay Side, on the estate of his ances- 
tors, on the 3d of Nov. 1832. He is of unmixed Eng- 
lish descent, and his progenitors were, on both sides, 
among the earliest English settlers of this State. The 
names of his paternal and maternal ancestors, William 
Lawrence and John Townsend, are both to be found 
upon the original Patent of Flushing, granted by the 
Dutch Governor, Kieft, in 1645. 

Mr. Lawrence's father was first Judge of Queens 
county for many years. He was one of the earliest 
importers of Merino sheep ; and the first President of 
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the Queens Connty Agr twdi urai Sooieiy. Hia aemte 
perception, solid judgment, aiod well-balanoed iatelleot, 
rendered him one of the first to sei^, and one of the 
most earnest to develop, every improvement in both the 
science and the practice of agriculture. A frank, 
liberal, and hospitable country gentlemen he was, at 
the same time, eminently a practical farmer, and among 
the best and most prominent agriculturalists of the 
State of New York. "Lt is generally conceded that 
tlie mantle of the father has worthily descended upon 
the shoulders of the member from Queens ; for the 
latter is Vice Prendent of the Ooimty Agricultural 
Society, and has puraoed his profession with such emi- 
aent success that more premiums have been awarded 
him« particularly for i^ock, than any other naan ki the 
county of Queens. 

If legislative position could be inherited, Mr. Law- 
rence might naturally claim his present seat. His 
maternal grand&ther, Selooon TownseBtd, aflber s&rnag 
as a member of the Assembly from the city of New 
York for six years, died in the harness, during the ses- 
aion of 1811. His great grandfather, Samud Town. 
4iend, of Oyster Bay, was a member of Uie New York 
Provincial Congress, during the Revolution, jmd of the 
Convention Uiat established the first Constitution of 
the State of New York, in 1777. Under this constitu. 
tion he was a member of the State Senate, from 1784 
till 1790, and one of the Council of Appointment ia 
1789. He died, in office, in 1790. 

Mr. Lawrence hae been three years Supervisor, his 
ability, fidelity, and integrity, having, during that 
period, uninterruptedly continued to him the suffrages of 
the people of Flushing. During the last session of the 
Legislature he gained imiversal eonfidence and esteem 
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hj hk striot attention to boBuiesB and straight-forward 
lumesty of parpose, botk on tho floor of the House, and 
as Ohairman of the Standing Oommittee on Internal 
Affairs of Towns and Counties, and a member of the 
MiUtia and Puhlio Defense and other committees, and 
BOW these sentiments have been expanded into an affee- 
tionnvte regard, in all ouses, where personal intercourse 
has made apparent his warm heart, eheerfui temper, and 
femk, fearless, and unaffected good nature. He has 
always been a Democrat of ihe Hard Shell school ; was 
«hosen to the last Assembij over two opponents by five 
buadred and elercn majority, and has now been re- 
elected by a majority of «ix hundred and twenty-flve. 
Mr. L. mainried Hannah, daughter of the Hon. A. H. 
Miekle, of New York, formerly Mayor of that city, and 
is in every respect, a perfect type of the progresnre age 
in which we live. 



ALFRED LOCKHART. 

Mr. Loekhart was born on the 15th of July, 1815, 
kk Almond, Allegany county, N. Y. His father, who 
d«ed in 1S54, emigrated from the north of Ireland, 
in 1791, whither the family had fled from Scotland, 
during the religious wars of the seventeenth century. 
His mother, who is still living, is of Holland Protestant 
and Huguenot descent, and a daughter of Moses Van 
Campen, who served as major of a Pennsylvania 
rifle company during the Kevolutionary struggle, and 
who was afterwards the hero of many renowned 
exploits during the border wars with the Indians. 
Mr. Loekhart received a good common English educa- 
tion, and in 1836 became a merchant's clerk in 
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Angelica, in his native eonnty. Having filled this posi* 
tion a few years, he engaged in the mercantile business, 
on his own responsibility, and has been saocessfoUy 
engaged in it up to this time. He has been frequently, 
and is now, Supervisor in the town of Angelica, and from 
1842 until 1845, was Treasurer of Allegany county. 
He was formerly a Free Soil Whig, his first vote hmng 
been cast for William H. Seward for Governor, in 1838, 
and by his natural affinities was led into the Bepublicaa 
movement at the organization of that party. With but 
little experience as a public speaker he brings with him 
to the capitol a genuine taste for real oratory, and an 
honest desire to weigh all argument in the balance of 
truth and common sense. Mr. L. was married in 1842 
to Miss Sarah P. Crandall ; and is a member and libe* 
ral supporter of the Presbyterian church. 



GEORGE F. LONGENHELT. 

Mr. Longenhelt is a native of Sharon, Schoharie 
county, N. Y., where he was- bom on the 22d of Febr»- 
ary, 1824. He is of German and English descent, and 
his father, George H. Longenhelt, died on the 25th of 
May, 1842, in the town of Eoseboom, Otsego county, 
where the subject of this sketch now resides. Mr. 
Longenhelt removed with his parents into that county 
about the year 1830 ; received a good common English 
education, and spent a short time at the Cherry Valley 
Academy. He is now engaged in farming, and has 
been an active Justice of the Peace since the Ist of 
January, 1856. He was always a Whig up to ihe fall 
of 1854, when he joined the American party, and was 
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elected to the present Assembly, as a Bepublican, hj 
upwards of two hundred and fifty majority. He is well 
and fayorably known throughout the section of State in 
which he lives, and brings with him to the discharge of 
his official duties a sound judgment, a clear, practical, 
mind, a scrupulous integrity, and the experience of a 
successful business man. He possesses fine social quali- 
fications, and enjoys a high degree of personal, as well 
as political popularity. Mr. L. was married on the 12th 
of November, 1850, to Miss Clarissa Ferguson, and is 
not partial to any particular branch of the church. 



EDWARD LOOMIS. 

Dr. Loomis is a native of Westmoreland, Oneida 
county, N. Y., and was bom on the 8th of November, 
1806. He is of English descent, and the son of Eras. 
iuB Loomis, who died in that place in 1844. Dr. 
Loomis was educated in a common school, and after 
graduating at the Fairfield Medical College, entered the 
medical profession, in which he has always since been a 
successful practitioner in his native place. He was 
Post Master under President Harrison, but upon the 
advent of Mr. Tyler to Executive power, was removed 
from the position, in consequence of his Free Soil pro- 
clivities. He made his first appearance in political life 
as an enthusiastic supporter of the Anti-Masonic cause, 
and was afterwards a Whig, till 1848, when he was 
active among the supporters of Mr. Van Buren for the 
Presidency. He 'took a prominent part in the organiz- 
ation of the Bepublican party in Oneida county, and was 
elected to the present House by over twelve hundred 



186 BIO'CntAPHieAL skbtohib. 

majontj. He is a man of taste and enltare ; has a 
sound judgment and strong common sense; is well 
Icnown for his firmness and decision of diaracter ; and 
is a flnent and concise speaker. Dr. L. was married to 
his first wife, Miss Charlotte Buel, in 1S31, and in 1843 
married his present lady, Miss A. Jane Meeker. He 
has been a member of the First Congregational chnrch 
daring the past twenty-five years. 



HARRISON A. LYON. 

This gentleman was bom in 1815^ in Cliffcon Park, 
Saratoga county, N. T. He is of English and Scotch 
descent. Having received a common school educa'^on, 
in his native town, he entered the Collegiate Institute 
-at Rochester. How long he remained there does not 
appear ; nevertheless, in s short time, we find him in a 
dry-good ^store in that city. He remained in this busi- 
ness up to 1845, when, on account of foiling health, he 
made a trip to Europe. Though a very worthy and 
respectable gentleman, Mr. Lyon is not particularly dis. 
tinguished among his fellow-citizens. This is the first 
time he has emerged from the comparative obscurity in 
which he has hitherto passed his Hfe, to take part in 
legislative affairs. Though not one of those calculated 
to make a display of statesmanship, he will no doubt rep- 
resent his constituents with honest intentions, and to 
the very best of his ability. Unlike most of those who 
now belong to the Republican party, he claims to have 
been formerly a Henry Clay Whig. He cherishes some 
political aspirations, but even though he had the ability, 
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He ia ioo easily ififlueiDced bj uiuionipiiloQs leaders and 
l^litieal d^nagegues, to become a leader bimself . 

** The seals of office glitter in his eyes; 

He d^bs, be pants, he grasps thrai ; at his heels, 

Close at his heels, a demagogue ascends; 

And, with a dextrous jerk, soon twists him down." 



LYMAN R. LYON. 

Mr. Ljoii was bom in 1806, in Ontario, Ontario 
county, now Walworth, Wayne eonnty, N. Y. He is 
of English and French extraction, and is the oldest son 
of the late Caleb Lyon, of Lyonsdale, wbio was a native 
of East Windsor, Conn,, and whose pwents removed to 
Massachnsetts when he was a jonth. About the year 
1800, he went to Ontario oonnty, where he resided till 
1819, when he removed into Lewis eonnty, where he 
died in 1835, at the age of sizty-fbar. 

After receiving a thorough common school education, 
Mr. Lyon was placed under the instruction of the E,ev. 
John Sherman, at Trenton, Oneida county, and subse- 
quently completed his course at the Lowrille Academy, in 
Lewis county. His father, who was the owner of an exten- 
sive tract of land, and agent for some foreign land holders, 
designed him for a surveyor, but having acquired the 
arty and made sosm special surveys, he abandoned the 
position professionally, preferring employments requiring 
greater energy and more acti(m« His favorite occupa- 
tion, however, ts &rming. He noW owns a fine, large 
farm, on the east bank of Black river, at Lyons Falls, 
which he has reclaimed from the wilderness, during the 
past ten years, and is sole proprietor of a steamboat, 
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plying between Carthage and that place, whidi he con- 
stnicted with the view of the more spieedily deyeloping 
the northern portions of Jefferson county. He, also, 
owns several canal boats, which run in connection with 
his steamer, and is engaged in the mannfaoture of lum- 
ber, and the sale and settlement of an extensire tract 
of wild land. He was a deputy Olerk in the Assembly 
from 1830 till 1835, when he entered into several con- 
tracts with the General government for the improve- 
ment of the Hudson river, the harbor at Whitehall, on 
Lalse Ohamplain, the harbor at Erie, Penn., and the 
improvement of the river Kaisin, from Monroe city, 
Michigan, to Lake Erie. Meanwhile, he was, also, 
engaged in the fulfillment of similar contracts with the 
Canadian government, and with the State of Hlinois, 
where he removed the bars in the Illinois river for some 
two hundred miles, and constructed a commodious har- 
bor at La Salle, the point of intersection with the Illi- 
nois and Michigan caiud. Notwithstanding the financial 
pressure of the times, he futhfnlly fulfilled all these 
engagements* 

Mr. Lyons was Cashier of the Lewis county baidc 
some four years ; was subsequently County Treasurer 
several years ; has, at various times, been Supervisor 
of his town ; and was always a Democrat till the passage 
of the Kansas-Nebraska act, since which time he has 
been a Republican. He is a man of sound judgment, 
vigorous intellect, indomitable perseverance, and scru- 
pulous integrity. He was married in 1839, to Miss 
Mary B. Northup, of Pleasant Valley, Dutchess county, 
and belongs to the Presbyterian church. 
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JAMES MACKIN. 

Mr. Mackin is a young man of fine address and pre 
possessing appearance, and discharges the duties with 
which his constituents have entrusted him, in a mannez 
that will he, at once, alike creditahle to them and him* 
self. He is a lineal descendant of genuine Irish stock, 
and haying heen left alone in the world, at an early 
age, by the death of his parents, with two brothers 
and a sister, wholly dependent upon themseltes for 
a support, is necessarily one of those practical, sub- 
stantial, self-made men of whom our country may well 
fed proud. 

Mr. Mackin was bom on the 25th of December, 1822, 
at Newburgh, Orange county, N. Y. He was educated 
in a common school at Fishkill, Dutchess county, where 
he. has passed the greater portion of his life, and where 
he is now a successful merchant and real estate agent. 
He was appointed Post Master at that place, under the 
Administration of Gen. Taylor, and occupied the posi. 
tion some four years. In 1857 he was elected Supervi- 
sor, and again in 1858, and is now Chairman of the 
Board. He was always an active and influential Whig, 
of the Free Soil stamp, till 1855, when he was a dele 
gate to the Oonvention at which the Kepublican party 
was formed, and since which time he has been a zealous 
supporter of that organization. He possesses superior 
qualifications for a legislative position, and in both 
public and private life, enjoys a high degree of popu- 
larity wherever he is known. He was married in July, 
1858, to Miss Sarah E. Wiltse, a very intelligent and 
accomplished lady, and a daughter of James Wiltse, one 
of the oldest and most respectable inhabitants of Fish- 
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loll. He attends the Duteh Beformed churcli, of wliicli 
hiB wife is a member. 



JAMES McLEOD. 

Mr. McLeod is a natiTe of tke eoanty of Derrj, 
Ireland, where he was born in 1824, and where his 
parents are still living. He reeeiyed a common school 
education in his na;tiye place, and came to the United 
States in 1841. On his arrival at New York, he be- 
came a clerk in the grocery business in that city, and 
after serving some nine months in that capacity., became 
a partner in the establishment in which he was engaged. 
Subsequently he searved his time as a mason, in which 
trade he has since been dbtiefly occupied. In 1855 Mr. 
McLeod was appointed a Olerk of liie.Polioe Court, in 
the city of New York, by Mayor Wood, and successfully 
occupied the position some two years. In December, 
1857, he was an unsuccessful candidate for Alderman, 
and in the following &11 was elected to the present 
House by upwards of six hundred majority — the largest 
majority ever given ijt that dbtrict for any candidate. 
He has always been an active and somewhat influential 
politician, and a firm believer in the principles and 
measures of the Hard Shell Democracy. He is a man 
of good address, combining courtesy and affability with 
dignity and firmness, and enjoys much more than ordi- 
nary popularity in the private and political circles in 
which he moves. Mr. McLeod was married in 1845 to 
Mrs. Horton, originally from Dutchess county, and is 
a member of the Roman Catholic church. 
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AUGUSTUS E. MACOMBER. 

Hr. Maoomber was bom in Middlebarg, Schoharie 
coonty, N. Y., in 1832, aad when about two jears of 
age, remoyed, with his parents, to Windham Centre, 
Gveene coynty, where he has always since resided. Bis 
parents, who are still liying, remoyed to Brooklyn, about 
four years ago, where they now reside. Mr. Maoomber 
attended school at Franklin, Delaware county, and com- 
pleted his legal studies at Windham Centre, where he 
is now engaged in the praetace of his profession. He is 
a. Democrat of the Buchanan school, and was elected to 
his present position by upwards of four hundred major- 
ity. He is frank, straight-forward, and congenial in his 
inteseourse with his personal and political firiends, and 
possesses the elements of much more than ordinary pop- 
ularity. He diaohairges his duties quietly and to the 
best of his ability, and will doubtless subserye faithfully 
and intelligently the best interests of his constituents, 
and the State. There is nothing of the << old fogy" in 
his composition, being emphatically a representatiye of 
Young America, and he is eminently progressiye in all 
his yiews of state and national policy. 



JAMES H. MALLERT. 

Mr. Mallery is a son of Henry Mallery, who died in 
1855, in Illinois, and who yras a plain but substantial 
farmer, for many years, at "Yankee Hill," opposite 
Amsterdam, Montgomery county, N. Y., to which place 
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he emigrated from Yermont as early as 1795. In eailj 
days, when almost every other house in the Mohawk 
Valley was a tayern, his was for a long time well known 
as the most excellent place of entertainment in that 
section of the State, the business being qnite advanta- 
geously connected with his farming operations. Bat in 
course of time, the construction of the Mohawk turn- 
pike on the north side of the river, and the completion 
of the Erie canal, dcQtroyed his tavern trade, and he 
subsequently confined himself chiefly to farming. 

Mr. Mallery was born in 1814, in Florida, Mont- 
gomery county, N. Y., and .is of Puritan descent. He 
was brought up on his father's farm, receiving meaa- 
while a limited common school education, and at the 
age of sixteen became a clerk in a country store, where 
he was occupied some four or five years. He then 
became the clerk of Col. Hamilton, Canal Superintendent 
on the Albany section, with whom he remained till 
1838, when he married Miss Mary Jane Byker, of New 
York city, and engaged in contracting. In this occu- 
pation he was successfully engaged till the- suspension 
of 1842, when he removed to Illinois, where he engaged 
in farming some two or three years, and then returned 
to this State, and again engaged in contracting. He 
afterwards entered the furnace and machinery business 
in Newburgh, Orange county, where he now resides. 
Mr. Mallery has been uniformly a decided and ardent 
Democrat, but was never a candidate before the people, 
until his election to the position he now occupies. That 
he is very popular, is clearly attested by the flattering 
vote of his district, which last year returned a Repub- 
lican, and now gives him nearly nine hundred majority. 
He is observing, and well informed on all matters likely 
to engage the attention of the Legislature, and is a man 
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of mqaestionaUe integriij md flrmness. He is exem- 
plarj in lus general obaraotef , and a regular attendant 
of the Episaopal oknrok. 



PETER MASTERSON. 

Mr. Mastersen waa Iborn in the eitj of New York, 
in 1829, and ia, therelbre, one of tko joimgesc mem- 
hers in the House. He ia of Irish descent, and his 
parents came to America about thirty-five years ago. 
Thej first settled in Oanada, and afterwards lived smne 
two or three years whore the Oity Hall now stands, in the 
eity of Albany. His father, Peter Masterson, died in 
1852, and his mother is still living, in the seventieth 
year erf her age. Mr. Masterson received an ordinary 
English education, and was ohiefly engaged as a oon- 
traotor till 1853, when he was chosen Inspector in the 
Custom House, in his native city. This position he 
Occupied during the Collector ship of Judge Bronson, 
with whom he went out of office, till the appointment 
of the H(m. Augustus Schell, when he was reinstated, 
holding the position again until his election to the 
present House. He has always been an active fire* 
man, having organised the engine company << Black 
Joke,*' No. 38, of which he has been for some years 
foreman, and two years ago was conspicuous in the elec. 
tion of Harry Howard, as Chief Engineer of the depart- 
ment. He is an active Democrat, of the Buchanan 
school ; was for several years a member of the Young 
Men's Democratic General Committee; and now belongs 
to the Tammany Hall General Committee. He is a young 
man of much more than ordinary personal popularity, 
18 
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and will doubtless prove himself faithful to the interests 
of his eoQstitueuls* Mr. MsAtersou was married in 
1848, to Miss Mary S. Quinn» and belongs to the 
Catholic church. 



ROBERT L. MEEES: 

Mr. Meeks was bom on the 28th of November, 1824, 
in the city of New York, and m a grandson of Oapt. 
John Meeks, who, with Us bro&er, OoL Bdward Mosioi, 
stfTTcd as an ofioer doxiog ihe Refwtdution. Hn meos- 
tors came to America about the nnddle of the sisteeftth 
OMitury, and his paternal gmndmoMier was Ate daugh- 
ter of the BcT* Mr. Monliu^, a French HnguMLoinanis- 
ter, who preached in the old church, on Pine street, in 
the city of New Yoi^ On hk paternal side, he is of 
English descent, and his father, Charles Meeks, died 
some years ago. Mr. Meeks reeenred an academioal 
education ; htfs always been a mediant, mid is now 
doing business in his naUve city. iHe ncTcr held any 
public position, previous to hb deotkm to the preset 
House, save that of Trustee of the lilhge <tf Jamaida, 
where he now resides, in which position he serred as the 
aucoessor of Got. King. He was formerly a Whig, lAd 
owes his promotion to his present pocuti(m to a oombi. 
nation of the American and BepUbiioan TOte in his dia. 
trict, which ga^e him a majority of about one hundred 
over the Hon. John 8. Hendrickson, his predecessor in 
the Assembly. He is a very aetife, shrewd buauMBS 
man, and is admirably qualified fw a legisla^ve position. 
Mr. Meeks is still single, and is a regular attendant 
upon the services of the old sdiool Presbyterian church. 
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ISAAO D MEKEEL. 

Mr. Mekeel is one of tlie most aubBtantial men in 
either branch of the LegiaUtnre, and the good, sound 
common sense of his Quaker edneation and principles, 
distinguishes all his inriTate and political actions. He 
is a lai^, healthy, companionable looking man, listening ' 
with pkaaed atteniion taa gped story, and bartering 
liaok another quite as good in retam, and would be a 
4»fkal fdUow to sit oppodte to in a railway carriage 
j&om Albany to B«Cilo» widi his ramadui on men and 
♦hinglffi 

Mr. Mekeel was bem in 1822^in the town of Heelor, 
^Tompkins eeunty, M. T. Bk h&atf Joshua Mekeel, 
who is a naiiTe of Westehestw oouaty, removed inlo 
Tompkins county aboul forty yctts ago, and settled in 
.the same town where he now resides. His wife, the 
jBOther of the suhjeet of this dcetch, was a native of 
Putnam oounty, and died aboui thirteen years ago. 
Mr. Mekeel received a eommon school education, 
and has always been a praetieal, suoeessfnl farmer. 
Altbongh meso of a business maa than a politician he 
has held the office of Siqpermor in the town where he 
resides,>nd was elected to his present position by the 
unusually large majmty of upwards of nineteen hundred. 
He was formerly a Whig, and at the disorganisation ot 
that party became a Republican, although regarding 
favorably some of the main features in the Americaa 
idatform. He was married in 1850 to Miss Maria 
Dimon, and attends the Quaker church. Few men in 
the House will discharge their duties more quietly and 
faithfully than the honorable member from Schuyler. 



ABRAHAM MESSSROLS. Jb. 

Msi T U t rnm U it a ymag maa ef fin* pwsftBal iqq^^ar. 
^, aad disdiargwi Ua lagialaiiTt duties wilh the wiM 
Mud the deterniiMtioB te ■mheerre the iBiereeta ^ to 
iaunediate oonstifoeKts «id the S4»te> to ihe yer j beei 
of hM ftbiUtj. Be wm betn im the eity of New Terk, 
in 1821, and is of Hngoenet and Duteh deaoent> Hie 
MMeston eame ta Anwriea aa mAj aa 1623t and ifwg^ 
MMttg the firai aettkra on I«eng laland* Hia &ther m 
new Ik letnred meFohanti nmi hie ibethor died in liil, 
ei the age of fortj-two* Mr, Measerole was edneatnd 
«t ihe UniTerailj of Ae eil j of N#w Torh, and tUa is 
Vm fifflt mppearanee in ike political nrmie. He wna 
deeted to hia prcaeni feaiilon bjn oombinatien of 
AmerioaBS and RepmUioana^ md ia the only anti-Sem^- 
eratio eandidnte thai has been aooeeaafiil in hia diatiiei 
dnring the past firo years. He waa ninrried in 186& in 
Mias Lydia Holt; attends the Duteh Relbmed ehwA; 
and haa within Vm ihe elements of grent personal pop>. 
idnrity. He mnhes no {mtenstons as a speaker, bnt wffl 
proTO himself qfmie aa servieable in his new position, by 
n'qniet, straighi*lbrward, and eonsisteni eonrse, as if he 
were to follow ihe example of senio of his oampeerst 
who are eenstantly inAieting the seyereat pimishmeni 
npon the Hoose, by indnlging in osekss and almost end- 
less speeehrmaking. 
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HENRY B. MILLER. 

Mr. Mifler, wm bom on Aea 16(i day <tf April, 
1819, in Lebanon eoonty^ Pens. Hb anoestora wera 
Germans, and eaine to ^ia oonnirj about tbe middle of 
the iast ceninrj, during ihe prevalence of the reiigioiui 
wars, at tliai tune, devaiBtating that portion of Europe. 
At Uie time of bis birth, faii natite' State had not yei 
maugurated her liberal Mikeol ajstem, and the onl^ 
advantagoB of educaitioQ wore to be obtained in verj 
inferior oouati^ schode. At the age of fourteen, ie 
entered a printhig ^ffiee, at the aeat of bis native 
oountj, where he remained till ldd6, irhen lie emigra- 
ted to the north-western part of Indiana. In 18S9 he 
established the Niles EtpiMican^ as a Whig paper, 
and assisted in the organisation of the Whig party in 
die State of ItK^gam, whi«ii pa^ triumphed at that 
and the two subsequent elections. Having disposed of 
Ui paper in Mies, ia 1844, he {nrocured a sew oflioe, 
flad in September of that year, issned iiie 4rst number 
of the 3Beh$g^ Tdegrapht in KaiMnasoo, whidi was 
davofaed to the okiaui of Henry Cby to the Presidenoy. 
Hkt reaidt of that eleelioB and the pdioy of the opp^ 
tttioB in crushing out all Whig pa^rs in &B,t State, 
induoed him to dispose of hie eetablidunent, which he 
did in 184&. 

In the fdl of 1845, Mr* ICiUer became « resident of 
the city of Bufialo, and bemg conversant wil^ the Qer- 
man langu^e, ostabliiAed the Buflfalo Telegraphy ik 
Gorman paper, which, with the exertion of some local 
papers in Pennsylvaak, was the osly German Whig 
paper in the United States. This paper, which he pub- 
liehed until about ihree years ago, nearly revolution- 
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iied tbe German vote of Western New York, in the 
Presidential campaign of 1848. In 1849 he ima 
4kppointed « Superintendent and Inspector of Lights on 
the North-western Lakes," which podlion he snceess- 
fnlly occupied until removed bj the subsequ^it AdnHS. 
btration, when he disposed of his printing estahli^ 
ment and engaged, in 1858, in the oonstmotion of m 
telegraph from Quebec to HontreaL He then resumed 
the publication of his paper till 18K, since which tune 
he has been eztensiTely engaged m contracting. He 
is a man of energy, industry, amd perseveraace, and 
was elected as the Union candidate in his district by a 
majority of fifteen hundred. Mr. H. was married about 
scTcnteen years ago, and attends the Baptist church. 



MARQUIS D. MOORE. 

Mr. Moore is a native of the town of Chesterfield, 
Essex county, N. Y., and is of Englidi and Frendl 
descent. His father, Marquis D. Moore, died in that 
town in 1812, and at the age of thirteen, was left an 
orphan, by the death of his mother. He subsequently 
received a limited education, at the hands of two elder 
sisters, and has always since been a successful business 
man, being now engaged in elastic roofing, and the 
manufacture of chemical oil. He is an active and 
influential politician, frequently representing his ward 
or district in State and county conventions, and was 
elected to the present House as a Union candidate, by a 
majority of five hundred, although acting exclusively 
with the Bcpublicans, since the meeting of the Legis* 
lature. He was formerly a Whig, adhering closely 4o 
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ibat party till it abandoned ita organization, when he 
beeame a stannoh and zealous Ameriean. He possesses 
scmie ability as a speaker, and will doubtless make himr 
self heard on the floor of the Hoq^e before the olose of 
the session. Mr. Moore was married in 1835, to Miss 
Jane £. Lester, of Albany eounty, who is now dead, 
and in 1840 married Miss Jane E. Howard, of Saratoga 
eounty. He attends the Presbyterian church, and stands 
well in the community where he resides. 



DANIEL MORRIS. 

Mr. Morris was bom on the 4th of January, 1812, 
in Fayette, Seneca county, N. Y. He is of English 
descent, and his grand parents were bom and educated 
in the city of London. His £Uher, Joseph Morris, who 
was a natiye of Morris county, N. J., and who died in 
lii^gan in 1846, was a commissioned officer in the 
?Far of 1812, and was a man of courage and sterling 
oommon sense. Mr« Morris was raised on his father's 
farm till he was twenty*one years of age, receiving, in 
the mean time, an ordinary oommon schooling and, in 
1837, completed his education at the Canandaigua Acad.^ 
emy, in Ontario county. He subsequently read law in 
that county, and was admitted to the bar of the Supreme 
Court at Albany, in January 1846, since which time he 
has been successfully engaged in practice at Bushville, 
Tates county, where he now resides. He occupies a 
high rank as lawyer, being now an attorney and counsellor 
in the Supreme Court of the United States, and at the first 
election under the new constitution was elected District 
Attorney of Yates connty, which position he filled some 
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three years. He wma formerly a Demoerai of ^k» Fnae 
Soil school, and subsequently joined tke B^^bUeaas at 
the organisaUon of that party« He has always been ft 
zealous and efficient pc^tician, frequently takkig tha 
stump in behalf of the prinoiples and candidates of hia 
party, and comes to the Assembly by a majority of 0¥er 
eleyen hundred. Mr. Mcnrris was married in Wayne 
county in 1845, to Miss Lucy, eldest daughter of Hirui 
Torrey, Esq., a lady of rare female oxcelleney, and usu« 
ally attends the Congregational church. He is one of the 
leading Bepublioans of the House. 



ELBEIDOE G. MOULTON- 

Mr. Moulten was b<»tt on the 23d of AMgQBk^ 1812, 
in Alexander, <}eneBee eeunty, N. Y., and is now the 
oldest uatiTs bom resident ei that town. He is of 
Seotch descent, and c^prings from genuine KeYOlutHmary 
stock. Bis father. Royal Moidton, k still livings at 
the advanced age of eighty-seven^ and his mother died 
in 1842, at the -age of eixty-two. Mr. Moultem was 
educated in a common school, and at the age of twenty* 
one, engaged in the diy goods businesB, which he fol- 
lowed till 185B, ranee which time he has been ehiefly 
engaged in farming. He has ooeupted various town 
offices in hk native place, including Sup^visfor, three 
years, and was Post Master from 1849 till 1853. 
Although liberal in his political views, he is a strong 
party mm, and was eketed to hb present position in 
the HotBc by the largest majmty ever before given tor 
any candidate in the district which he riEspresents. He 
was a Whig until ihe inauguration of the Bepublicau 
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enterprise, mbem he beeuBe a menber of tliat paarty. 
He is a BeoiaUe, Mendlj, and agreeable man, and dis- 
disvges tike dittileB <^ hn office with bonor to himarff, 
aSMi credit te ha eenstitaeiite. Mr. M OQlton married 
hie present wife, Miai Harj Warren, in 1S49, and 
atitends the UniversaliBt chnreh. 



JAMES M. NORTHUP. 

Mr. Northup was bom in Plifttsbvgk, Clinton county, 
N. Y., in 1820. He is of English and Dutch descent. 
At the age ef eigli^ Teess, his paronts raraoved, irith 
him, into Washington cotmty, whore he has ever«inoe 
itonded. He received a eommoii aohori education, and 
early ki life cemmeneed die labors of tt farmer. This 
pmnni^ he ibilowed trntii 1844, irhen he abandoned, in 
a great measure,, hit a^enteoral pnrsidts, and engaged 
in bannese as a produce dealer. His operations in that 
line^ hav« been upon a large 'sctle. Ei^eiallyin the 
pmehase «Bd eide of -potatoes, has he ha outstripped all 
coafetitien* Since 1844, he has slapped, principally 
from Wadiingtbn county io New York, over two mil- 
lions of buidMb. His enterpme has been attended with 
remarkable success, resetting in a competency to him- 
self, and profit to the fin'mers in his section of coun^. 
AlHiOugh absoibed in his eztenstre business, Mr. Nor- ' 
thup has not been wholly ind^erent to politics. He 
was fiMrmerly a Henry Clay Whig, and upon the disso- 
lution of that psarty, became a Republican, tliough 
regarding fayorably the American platform. He has 
been several times elected to the office of Supervisor, 
and last fall defeated a coml^ination of all parties 



1 
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amjed ftgaintt die Bepoblieuis. fie is indebted to 
his own peraoBftl popularity for Us election. Mr. Nor-> 
thap is a man of fine appearance — one who attraots 
the attention of strangers, as he sits among his peers 
in the Assembly chamber. He is, in eyery sense of the 
term, a self made man, and a histoiy of his life demon- 
strates the fact, that industry and integrity, in a country 
like this, are certidn to meet their reward. 



GEORGE OPDTEE. 

Mr. Opdyke is a native of Hnnterdon oonnty, N. J.^ 
and is about fifty yearn of a|^ He is descended from 
good, old Kaiekerboeker stock, and one of his ancestors 
was among the Tery first settlers of New Amsterdam. 
He removed to the oiiy of New York, abooi thirty 
years ago, where he has always since been eqgaged in 
business, although his residence, during a portion of 
the time, has been in his natire State. He never held 
any public position pri9r to his eleotiott to the present 
House, and was a Democrat till 1848, when he joined 
the Free Soil party as a firiend of Mr. Van Buren, and was 
ope of the committee of seven who framed the celebrated 
Buffalo platform. He was an unsuccessful candidate in 
that year for a seat in Oongress, and in 1856, ran unsuc- 
cessfully for the position he now occupies. Though not 
liberally educated, Mr. Opdyke has devoted most of his 
leisure time to literary pursuits and scienfifio investi- 
gations, and in 1851 published a work on political 
enconomy, being, also, a member of the Ameriean 
Association for the Advaneement of Science, the New 
Jersey Historical Society, the New York Historical 



BIOGRAPHICAL SnTCHXS. 203 

Sodieij, and tlie Chamber of Commerce in the city of 
New York. He is a man of ability and influence, and 
ifl one of the shrewdest and most actiye members in the 
House. ' " - 



GRANT B. PALMER. 

Mr. Palmer was bom on the 28d of November, 1801, 
in Columbus, Chenango county, N. T., where he still 
resides. His father, Elijah Palmer, who was of English 
descent, and who died in 1824, in the sixty-eighth year 
of his age, was a native of Stonington, Conn., and a 
privateer in the Bevolntion. During his services, he 
was taken as a prisoner to the island of Bermuda. He 
was subsequently released, and after the declaration of 
peace, emigrated to Chenango county, whi<^ was then a 
d^se, uncultivated forest, inhabited only by the red 
man and wild beast, with here and there an occasional 
white settler. 

^ Mr. Palmer was educated in a small log school house 
on the banks of the Unadilla river in his native county, 
and during the past twenty five years has been engaged 
in &rming, dealing in stock, and raising hops. He was 
appointed Post Master where he now resides, under the 
administration of Mr. Yan Buren ; was removed under 
the administration of Oen. Harrison; and was rein- 
stated upon the advent of' President Polk to power. 
After the election of Q-en. Taylor he was again removed, 
and once more reinstated under the administration of 
President Pierce. ' He has held the position of Deputy 
Sheriff in his county some twelve years, and has always 
been a Democrat of the. old fashioned Andrew Jackson 
stamp. Mr. P. was married on the 6th of March, 1828, 



tb Him Aimiff SniHIi, ef BrodkMd, Chmn. ; mod beloi^ 
to BO roUgiom chiiominftlioii, professiiig the most perfect 
freedom w eU Batten of a religione clianicter. Ho ii 
a man of high respeetabilitj in the community where he 
resides, and discharges the duties of his position intelli- 
gently, industriously, and with scrupulous fidelity to the 
best interests of the gseat mass <€ the people of the 
State. 



SIDNEY E. PALMER. 

"Mm* Palmer is a satxre of O^umbus, Chenango 
oennty, N. Y.« where he was bom k 1611, and k % 
brother of Ae Hob. Orant B. Palmer, tiie able repre* 
sentatire in the House from that county. He teo^Ted 
a common school education, and at the age of sixteen 
was apprenticed to the mason, bnrfness. His heahh 
failing, when about twentyHiWo years of age,1ke engaged 
in the mercantile trade at Eagle Harbor, Orleans 
county, where he remained ttbout two years. He then 
remored into the town Gt Oerry, Chantanque coudty, 
where he now resides, and where he has a.lways since 
been chiefly emjdioyed in niercanHle pvrsuHs. Mr. 
Palmer held -the position* ef Fourth Oorporal in the 
mifitia when -only sixteen yean of age, and about mx 
years afterwards resigned the office of Lioat. CkAonel, 
reeeiidng an honorable -dlsdiiflsion from Oen. Welcb, 
of Ohenango county. He was -one year a Justice ^ 
the Peace in Orleans county ; has held the poeittcm of 
Post MaEfter scTenteen years where he now resides ; and 
has been two years Bnperrisor. He was ftniierly a 
Whig, and after the dissection of *1^at party, acted 
with the Americans until ihey went bte National Oen- 



TeBikm vitik die SouA, wIub he beeeme-ft RepuUieeB. 
He i« one o( the woai popular neii ui Okauieoque 
coonty, and received every vote, save nki^ in the town 
where he resides, at his election to the present Assem- 
bly. Mr. Palmer was manied, at the age of twenty- 
six, to Miss Hannah P. Spurr, of Chenango county, 
and attends the Vniveraalist ehnrclu 



MARTIN L. PARLIN. 

Mr, Parlin is ene of tha moat active and thoroog* 
going p<)liticiaQ0 in Frankliikeoisn^, andis eae of the most 
qniet, industriona^ and eAdeni membeni of the Honse. 
He i3 of Sn^^ish desceni, and. was boni in 1802 in 
Bennington, Yt. His aaeeators came to thie eooatry 
about the beginning of the hurt eentmry, and settled in 
Massachusetts. His &ther, Lemuel Parlui, who 
xemovod to Malone» franklin county, when Martin was 
about two years of age, died in 1854, and his wife, the 
mother of tbe eubject of this sketeh, ia still living, at 
the age of sevmitysiz. Mr^ Parlin was educated in a 
common school i taught some, while a young man ; and 
has always since been principally engaged in farming; 
He was Surrogate of his county about five years, previ- 
ous to the adoption of die eonstitution of 1846 ; was 
Supervisor in 1886 ; and east fab first Presidential vot« 
for John Quincy Adams. He supported Mr. Van 
Buren for the Presidency in 1836, and again in '48, and 
has been a sealous Bepublican sinee 1856, when he si^ 
ported the election of OeL Fremcmt, although st&U 
regarding himself 4S Bemooiai in the true sense of the 
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iemu Hr« Parliii wm mamed ia 18M, m Woroesier 
oo!Uity» Mftsa., to MiM MiMiys 0«natk, and beloi^ to 
the UjUTersaliit Ohnroii* 



WM. W. PAYNE. 

Mr. Payne was bom on tlie 22d of January, 1814, at 
Hamilton, HadUon oonnty, N. Y. Hb aneeators were 
Bnglish, and among the first settlers of New Efi^laad. 
He is a lineal desoendant of Bobort Payne, who inter- 
married with a Pilgrim &mily by the name of Treat, 
and whoae son, Bobeii Treat Payne, was one ci the 
signers of the Deelaration of Independenee in behalf of 
the old Bay State. His patemsl giaiid-iinele wa# the 
noted Jndge Ephiaim Payne, of Ihiteheas eenBAy, a 
member of the Stale eowrantieBwhieh aboUAed Slsreay 
in thb State, and his grand*fiitker, Abimham Payne, 
who, when Tom Paine published Us " Age of -BeasoB,^' 
omitted the *u* " in his naa«, was a sooeessfid Oott|^« 
gational minister. He is tike son of Jndge EUsha 
Payne, who was cue of the fifst settiers in Ohenango 
Valley, and who died in 184S, and is a yemger brother 
of the Son. H. B. Payne, of Ohio, who was the nnsno- 
oesaM candidate Cmt (}oYemor of ^t State in 18S7. 

Mr. Payne was educated at the Handlton Aeaden^, 
and tanght daring the winter until 1832, when his 
health failing, he ^^aged in the meroan^le trade, which 
he abandoned about a year afterwards. He tiien trar* 
eled through the Western and South** Western States, 
and resided, temporarily, in St. Louis, Loaisnlle, Ky., 
and in Kaskaskia, 111. After impending some time, in 
1835, in Texas, he went to Bed river, Louinana, where 
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he resumed his mercantUe panoits, wHush he fol- 
lowed saocessfolly till 1840, when he returned to his 
native State, and since which time he has been employed 
in the cultiyation of his farm near Anlram. He was 
formerly a Whig, bat was elected as the KepubUoan 
candidate, to his jMresent position, by over (me thousand 
majority. Mr. P. W|ks married in 1840 to Miss B. S. 
Sears, of Aubum, and is a member of the Biq>tist 
ehurch. He is an intelligent and industrious represrata- 
ii¥«, Mid is strongly opposed to the enactment of a 
Registry Lav. 



EDWIN Ai PELTON. 

Mr. PeUon was bora ki Portland, Conii., in 1816, 
He is of F^aach dese^it* and his fiither, Samuel Pelton, 
ia s^l Uving. He reoeiTed a common school education ; 
eame to thia State in 18dO, and engaged in the hard. 
WMre business at Cold Spring, Putnam county, where he 
hM «nce resided. Mr. P<dlon has always enjoyed a 
well deserved popularity in the section of the State 
where he lives, having been several times elected Super- 
visor, although resicfoig in one of the strongest Demo- 
oiwtic 4c^wn» in the State. In 1857 he was chosen 
Chairman of the Bottrd of Supervisors^ He has held 
many other places of trust, and has always proved him. 
self faithful to the public interest. In politics he was 
formerly a Whig, and is now a Bepublican. Though 
not a fluent speaker, he is fully able to successfully 
vindicate his principles, and to represent the interests of 
his constituents. Mr. Pelton was married to his very 
excellent wife, Miss Almira Clark, of Hartford, in 1889, 
and attends the Baptist church. 
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ETJRRA FENDELL. 

Mr. Pesd^ spnuig from good, siil)0tanttal BotoIu- 
tioBtvy Bto<dc» aad was bora io 1808, in the llieii 
town of Alhol, Warren ooantj, N. T. He is of Bng. 
Hsh and Weleli deseeni, and his parents, who were born 
in Conneeticnt, settled in that oonntj when qmte 
yonng. His fiiiher died in 1830^ and his mother is still 
Eying at an adranoed age. Mr. Pendell was ednoated 
in a common school, and was brotlght np on his father's 
fiffm. He was elected a Jnstice of the Peace in 1832, 
and held the position twenty-two years. Meanwhile, he 
was engaged in sonreyiag and fiurming, in which he was 
eminently snccessfdl. He has held yarions town offices, 
including that of Snperyisor three years ; and was for 
some eight years a Jnstiee of the Conrt of Sessions in 
Ids natiye connty. Althongh Uberal in his views he b 
a strict partisan, and was always a Democrat till that 
party endorsed Mr. Pierce*s administration, when he 
became a BepnbMcan. He is a fair-minded, weU-mean- 
ing man, with a high-toned moral feeling, and althongh 
qniet and imostentations in his moyements, will no 
donbt discharge the dnties of his new position faith- 
ftally, honestly, and to the best of his ability. Mr. 
PendeU was married in 1840, to Miss Amba Prost, and 
belongs to the Methodist e^nrdi. 
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AliPHONSO PBREY. 

Bf. Penry was bom on tbe 26«li of Mareh, ISOS, in 
St^hentown, Beiuselaer eounty, N. Y., and u a deseoa- 
d^t of those who leflt the land of penieeatioa, 

** When first the lonely Xayflower threw 
Her canvas to the breeie, 
To bear afar her Pilgrim crew 
Beyond the dark blue seas.'' 

His father, who died in 1848, in Clarkson, Monroe 
county, where the subject of this sketch now resides, 
was a native of Ehode Island, and his mother, who is 
still living, at the age of seventy, was bom in Stephen- 
town. Dr. Perry removed, with his parents, into Mon- 
roe county, in 1822 ; received an academical education; 
and studied medicine with Dr. Mclntyre, at Palmyra, 
with whom he remained eighteen months, after which 
he graduated, in 1830, from the college of Physicians 
and Surgeons, in the city of New York. He was then 
married, in the same year, to Miss Marietta Pbtt, and 
at once entered upon the practice of his profession, 
which he pursued till 1845, when he turned his attention 
to fiurming. He has filled numerous town offices where 
he resides; was Supervisor in 1844; and has been 
elected to the Assembly by a majority of over one 
thousand. His first vote was cast for. Old Hickory, in 
1828, and he was always a fearless, unswerving Demo- 
crat, till 1848, when he enlisted under the standard of 
Mr. Van Buren. He attends the Presbyterian church, 
and is strongly in favor of the enactment of a stringent 
prohibatory liquor law. 
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Mr. l^ieirde iTis BoM on the lOtIi of November, 1^0. 
M Jaiekioii, Washington county, N. Y. Bte i)s of Mg>^ 
lish descent. Hb llkther, fiarl Pierce^ died in 1B3^, di 
Ansable, Ciint<Ni ooimty, where h» mother is still living. 
He removed, with his parents, to that place, in 1821 ; 
was ed«cated at the Keesville and Portland academies ; 
and in 18B1, went to Jay, Essex county, where he 
engaged ili the sale of goods, in connection with the 
manufacture of iron. On the death of his father, he 
returned' to Ausable, and was the acting administrator 
of his estj&te, he having been extensively engaged in 
itarming', mercantile pursuits, and the manufacture of 
lumber and iron. In 184d, he disposed of all his busi- 
ness enter|>rise8, and removed to flattsburgh, where Ito 
Aow resides. Itfr. l^ierce held, almost continuously, 
some towii office, from 18S8 to 1850 ; wais deputy Gol- 
leiotb^ of Customs, and Clerk in the Custom House, at 
Pittsburgh, from 1851 till 1854 ; and in the fall c^ 
1853 was chosen County Clerk of Clinton county, which 
position he occupied three years. He claims to havia 
been formerly a Henry Clay Whig^ tod is now a 
KepubBcan, although elected to his present position by 
a combination of Americans and Republicans. He is a 
man of fine business capacity, and discharges his dutieii 
with an industry and promptness that commend hull 
lilike to his constituents and his legislative assoe!ate(L 
Mr. P. was married, in 1834, to Miss Perley H«, 
daughter of the Hon. Reuben Sanford ; and is an elder 
in the Presbyterian church. He is a staunch friend of 
Temperance and Education. 
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JOHN T. PLATO. 

Mr. Plato was born in Cvnajiobatie, Montgomery 
eonntj, N. Ym in 19i8, and is of UngUsli and Batch 
descent. He is the son of the Bsr. Thomas Plato, 
wha is now an officiating clergyman in Canada West, 
where he had resided daring the past ten years. His 
parents were both natives of Montgomery county, and 
Us ancestors were among the earliest settlers of the 
Mohawk valley. When only, four years of age, Mr. 
Ihato removed, with his parents, into Otsego county, 
nrhere they lived until going to Canada. H,e received 
limply a commpti school education, and at the age of si:^- 
teen commenced an apprenticeship at the fiarness-maK. 
11^ trade, in which he hpu always since been engage j. 
Qe removed into Jasper, Steuben county, where he 
now resides, in 1850, and began bu»ness for himself. 
fie was formerly a member of A» Whig party, and 
was elected to his present office by about four hundred 
and fifty majority, fie has been quite an active an'd 
^s^uential politician in the town where he resides, an<l 
has successfully served four years as a Justice of the 
.Peace. Mr. PJato is one of the most quiet, and unpre- 
tending m^i in the House, seldom participating in any 
of its discussions, but discharges his legislative duties in 
A far more coinni^endatUe imamer— intelligently, indus- 
triously, and faithfully to the interests of his constituents. 
Ha is still ringle, and enjoys • high degree of personal 
popularity. 
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ELIAS POND. 

** Whtnoe Ikis name 

And lineage long, I own I cannot say; 

Suffice it that, perclugace, they were of fame. 
And had heen glorious in an other day." 

Mr. Pond is a banker of some finaneial ability, doiBig 
a small business in the city. of Bocbester, and is tbe 
successor in tbe Assembly of tbe Hon* Tbomas Par- 
sons, one of tbe most substantial and industrious men in 
tbe last House. He is a Bepubliean of tbe strictest seot, 
practicing tbe most implicit obedience to tbe bebests oi 
bis party leaders, and was elected to bb present posi- 
tion by nearly five bundred majority. He is a man of 
SM)me personal popularity in tbe city wbere be resides, 
but is indebted almost entirely to tbe strength of tbe 
Republican party in bis district for bis election. He 
brings witb bim to tbe discbarge of bis duties tbe e:i^#- 
rience of a somewhat successful business man, and 
although perfectly unsophisticated, in the forms and 
ceremonies of legislation, will no doubt make a despe- 
rate effort to subserve his constituents to the best of Us 
ability. 



SHOTWELL POWELL. 

Mr. Powell was bom in 1818, in the town of CintoB, 
Dutchess county, N. Y., and is of Welch deseent. His 
father, James Powell, was bom in New Jersey, and his 
mother was a native of Westchester county, N. Y. Both 
bis parents are now dead. Mr. Powell received a com. 
mon school education, and has always been suocessfoUy 
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engaged in farming. He removed from Dutchess county 
in 1844, to South Bristol, Ontario oountj, where he has 
always since been a prominent and influential resident. 
He has held various town offices, and was elected to the 
Legislature by over five hundred majority. He was 
formerly a Democrat till 1840, when he became a 
Whig, and in 1856 joined the Republicans. He was 
married in 1885 to Miss Sarah Clapp, by whom he has 
three children, and belongs to the society of Friends 
or Quakers. He is a man of strong, practical, common 
sense ; is a shrewd, oaleulating, though quiet, and unas- 
suming politician, and acts more and speaks less than 
men generally. 



LUKE RANNEY. 

Mr. Banney is a native of Massaohvsetts, and was 
bora on the 8th of November, 1815. His parents were, 
also, natives of New England, and his &ther emigrated 
ID 1823, to Gaynga oou^y, N. Y. Mr. Ranney received 
a oommon school and academical education, and has 
redded, since 1885, chiefly in Elbridge, Onondaga 
county, where he is now engaged in farming. He was 
formerly a Whig, and has been a Republican since the 
organization of that party. He is an active politician 
in the county of Onondaga, and stumped his district 
with considerable success, during theeampaigns of 1856, 
and '58. He has held various town offices in Cayuga 
and Onondaga counties, including that of Supervisor, 
and was elected to the seat he now fills by upwards of 
one thousand maj<Mrity. He is a man of strong common 
sense, and has probi^bly the most mathematical mind in 
the House, having great capacity for figures, statistics^ 
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and the solving of diffioult prdiklenii. He is striodj 
logical in argument, and is the laat min to be snccess- 
fdliy approached with lobby influences or sOphiatij. 
Mr. Banney has a family, and attends the Presbyteriaii 
oknrch. 



JAMES J. REILLY. 

Mr. Reilly is a fioe looking young man, with a fnH, 
merry face, blue eyes, dark hur, and a wdl developed 
igure. He was bom in 18S2, in the city of New York» 
and was left alone, by the death of his lather, at tJia 
age of seventeen, with a widowed mother, two sisters, 
and a younger brother, whom it fell to his lot then to 
aupport. He accordingly, m 196^p irmi to Califomia^ 
where he was engaged in San Francisco, as a clerk in 
Ike hardware boaiiiesa, and in the latter part of 1861, 
returned to bis native eity, wkere he diofdy afterw an h 
obtained a positimi In the' Post Office, uador the Hon. 
Isaac V. Fowler. In 1B57, he was a member ef the 
Assembly, where he ocenpied a prominent position on 
the Standing Obmnuttee on Public Printing, and was 
returned to the present House by a majority of nearly 
two thousand. He has always been a Democrat of ihe 
National school, and' is now a supporter of Senatof 
Douglas, in opposition to the Kansas policy of the 
Federal Administration. Although possessing simply a 
common English eduaation, he discharges his duties 
intelligently^ promptly, and efficiently, and always 
watches with jealous anxiety ihe best interests of Ua 
constituents. He attends the Roman Catholic churdi, 
and is personally and politioally a popular representative* 
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SIMEON EID££. 

Mr. Bider wfts*boi;Qi w %hfi ^th of Febsuarj, 1812, ia 
the Tillage of Deruy^r, Mftdison cpuitity) ]^* T- He U 
the youngest chUd oi SimepjQ Bider, wW removed into 
that county from Dutchess county, .abc^ut the.year 1811, 
and who died in 1812. After his liither's death, he was 
placed in charge of an older brother, with whom he re- 
maiiied, receiyiy^g o^ly a very ordjiniti^ ^n^iish educa- 
tion, until he had attained, the j^e of eigh^en,/7hen |i* 
sei^T^ his tiine at Ta^ningi which has alws(7S since bee» 
h)8 chief occupation in his native place, tfr*. Bider i^ 
8im>pessfully filled various unjmpprtiiMt tPWA Q$o^;r vad^ 
Ku^erdsor during the year 1857 ; ^d wp» elected %^ 
t^ Assemb^ by a^ nmjority of up^ai^jlfl of thirteen hu^.- 
<br^* Be.w^.a fttaipifih,.unyiel4ii|g Siemocrat of the 
cpuservative Bchool till 1848, when. M^ ^99V9^^ ^f. 
Yan Buren for the Presid^cy^.and b^c^tiae ft Rep^blir 
can when the Pe|no(»*atlc.pa^y endorsed >be l^anseek 
ISTebraska policy of Mr. Pierce> Adipi^^sliration. H^ 
is a sound, practical business mao ; aj^iaQtive andipfliip 
ential politician, and brings with him to the discharge 
of his legislative duties the experience of a successful 
and useful career. Mr. B. was married in 1843 to his 
present estin^able lady, Miss ,JafLe H. Shepherd, and 
attends the Presbyterian church. 



WILSON ROGERS. 

Mr. Bogers was born on the 2d of August,. 1810, in 
^e town of Somus, Westchester C9«nty» N.. Y.. fie is 
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of English and HolUnd extraction, and a lineal descen- 
dant of the famona John Kogera. His paternal grand- 
father, Ananias Bogers, was a native of Yermonty 
from whence he remored to Orange' county, N. Y., 
where the father of the snbject of this sketch, Richard 
Bogers, was subsequently bom. Mr. Bogers received 
a common English education, and engaged in teaching, 
farming, and mercantile pursuits. He is now, also, 
engaged in farming, and during the past ten years has. 
been operating extensively in the manufacture of butter 
and cheese. He has been Town Superintendent, Oom« 
missioner of Oommon Schools, and Assessor, two years, 
where he resides, and was chosen to the seat he now 
ooeupies, as a Union candidate, by nearly one thousand 
majority. He was originally a Whig, and joined liiet 
BepubUcaa party at its first organisation. He has been 
a lealous advocate of the cause of Temperance for thirty 
years ; is a fair speaker ; and fulfills the duties of his 
position quietly and efficiently. Mr. Bogers was mar^ 
ried on the 8d of April, 1883, to Miss Sally A. Avery, 
whose parents were from Connecticut ; and is a believer 
in the christian religion. 



JAMES C. RUTHERFORD. 

This gentleman is about thirty-five years of age, and 
was a member of the Assembly in 1847. He was 
elected to his present position by a majority of about 
three hundred, and is the successor of the Hon. George 
Weir, one of the shrewdest and most industrious mem- 
bers of the last Legislature. He possesses some ability, 
and although not always successful in achieving 



r 
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points, is honest and fidthful in the discharge of the 
duties with which his constituents have entrusted him. 
His reputation is that of a man of industry and perseve- 
ranee, and he is said to enjoy a high degree of personal 
popularity in the eity of New York, where he resides. 
He is a Democrat, but since the recent division in 
that party on the subject of Popular Sovereignty, has 
not yet had sufficient political baek*bone to openly de- 
dare, whether he is with Douglas or Buchanan on that 
question. Why not, then, Mr. Rutherford, broach this 
Bubjeet at once in your place on the floor of the House ; 
deelare your position ; and call upcm your colleagues to 
Mlow your example ! The people elsewhere have not 
hesitated to take a decided position in the c^itroversy, 
and it is eminently proper that the great State of New 
York should no longer occupy the position of a silent 
spectator in a matter involving so much importance to 
the welfare of the people. 



CHARLES M. SCHOLEFIELD. 

Hr. Scholefield was bom in Goshen, Conn., and is' 
thirty-six years of age. He is the son of a Methodist 
clergyman, and is one of the same stock to which l^ir 
Henry Scholefield belongs. His paternal grandfather 
was a Major in the English army for some years, and 
distinguished himself as a brave and skillful officer. 
Mr. Scholefield was educated for the profession of the 
law, and completed his legal course of studies in the city 
of Utica. He afterwards began the practice of his pro* 
fession at Whitestown, in that county, where he still 
resides. He has held the position of Deputy Olerk in 
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IIm ABsemUj for seTenil jws$9 ^T^i is ^le of tbe l^i«»fc 
parliamentarians on ilie ficior of Uia House. He is a 
ready, fluent, and ene^Uo fipeakor, ^ftnd addom aUoir« 
a disonssion to arise in ifbioh ha does not .par.ticipatAi. 
He has a elear, logiosl mind, b$at has the bump of lanr 
gnage laipgelj develofied, a«d is » capital feUew to spodk 
against time. He vas orig^Uj a WUgr but joined the 
Sepnblioaa par^ at its fiipt ^igani»^(«»and is stronglj 
in iayor of nniiteg all the Anti-D«nocmtic liMrces in 
the State npon a ooanmon platform, aa.the onlj safeand 
reliable means of defeatiiig the ^aAionaJ Admimc^wtien 
Semoeraoj. Mr^ Sohole(i0ld is. sr gentleman of prepoa* 
sessing personal vappeamAoe ; is still sini^ ; aiul seldosa 
arises to addjrass the 9oiU|9, withont . MtKaoting A* 
attention of the ^rer poijtion of ihe speetators who 
conatantfy orowd the^gaUe^oas and tibe open qptaee vUh- 
o^t thehw of tiie X/hiwnber« 



JAMES S. SEE. 

Hr. See is a native of the towa of Mount Pleasant, 
near the viU^e of Tarrytown, Westchester county, 
N. Y., where he was bom, on the 14th of April, 1818« 
He is descended from the French Huguenots, who flad 
to this country in e<M9isequence of religious persecutions^ 
and his father, Peter See, is sitill livi^, at the ripe old 
age of seventy. Mr. See wes educated in oommoK 
school, and in 1833 beeame a clerk in a store, in whkk 
he was engaged until 1840, whesx he embarked in busi** 
ness on his own responsibility, in ' his native county* 
He then remained in the mereantile trade till the sum* 
mer of 1856, wh^, in oonsequMice of the death of hjg 



farinei^, lie sold oui, and ki^s slisoe ihen been engaged 
HI no partiouli^ ocewikatioji. He waa Svpervisor of the 
town of Momni Pleasant ip 1-850, and was the fin^ 
Whig that ever occupied the position. He was always 
a Whig, till the inauguration of the Republican project, 
when he became a zealous and active member of that 
party. Mr. See is a man of strong, common sense ; is 
eminently qudified for a jrepresentative position ; enjoys 
an unusual degree of personal and political popularity 
m the eouaiy of Patnam — espe<uidly in the town 
when he resides ; and disehaargea the duties of his new 
position, industnonely, uiiellif^tlj, and with an honest 
poarpose to subsenro the beet interests of Us ccmstituenta. 
fie is still magle, and bel^igs tcTthe Dxtteh Beformed 
einorch. 



JOHN J. SHAW. 

Mr. Shaw is a native of the city of New York, and 
is about twenty-'six years of age. fie is a descendant 
of genuine, unadulterated Anglo-Saxon stock, and is 
the son of James Shaw, a gentleman of standing uid 
inSnenoe wherever he is known. Mr. Shaw was edu* 
oated in his native city, and has always been suceess-* 
folly engaged in the mercantile trade. He was formerly 
a Whig, and at the dissolution of that party, enlisted 
aealously in the cause of Republicanism. Although 
one of the youngest men in ihe House, his uniform 
courtesy of manner and nnaffeeted good nature, endear 
him to all with whom he comes in contact, and give him 
an influence which will be felt in the proceedings of the 
session. He enjoys a high degree of personal and polit- 
ical popularity, at home where he is best 'known, and 
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WIS deeted to die seftt he now oeeapies in the L^sl*- 
tnre, by nearly three hundred nuijority, in a Demo^ 
entio district. He is a young men of Bne personml 
appeeiaaee, and is still single. 



OSCAR F. SHEPARD. 

Mr. Shepard was a member of the last Assembly^ 
and was one of the most infinenUal men in that body, 
both on the floor of the Honse, and as a prtaunenft 
member of the Standing Committee <m Claims* Ke 
was bom in 1818, in Middletown, Butland eonnty, Yt., 
and is of English descent. His parents were both 
natiTes of that State, and his father is still living, at 
the age ot sixty*nine. When abont thirteen yeara 
of age, he remoyed, with his parents, to the same town 
in which he now resides, in St. Lawrence comity, N. 
T. He receiyed an academical edoeation, and taught 
from the age of nineteen until 1864, when he turned 
hb exdusiye attention to farming, in which he had been 
preyiously partially engaged. He has held various town 
offices; has been six years Ma|^trate, and still fills 
the office ; was a Democrat of the Silas Wright stamp, 
till he became a Republican in 1855 ; is strongly in 
&yor of a Prohibitory Liquor Law ; was married in 
1838, to Miss Elisabeth Wilbur ; is a member of the 
Congregational church; and an intelligent, honesi 
straight-forward, independent and capable legislator. 
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HENRY W. SLOCUM. 

Mr. Slocam is one of the most promising young men 
in tbe House, and is the suoeessor'of the Hon. Thomas 
G. Alyord, who was Speaker of the last Assemby. He 
is a native of Delphi, Onondaga county, N. Y., and was 
bom on the 24th of September, 1827. His father, 
Mathew 6. Slooum, was formerly a merchant of the city 
of Albany, and remoyed to Delphi, in 1B18, where he 
was engaged in the mercantile trade till 1853. He died 
in August, of that year, while on a yisit to his son George 
Bi Sloeum, of ScottsTille, Monroe county, N. Y. 

After receiving an ordinary English education, Mr, 
4Bloeum taught school from the age of sixteen until he 
was twenty years of age, when he was appointed a 
eadet in the United States Military Academy at West 
Point, from which institution he graduated in 1852, and 
received a commission of Second Lieutenant, in the 
Fimt Begiment of U. 8. Artillery. He served with 
kis Regiment two years-in Florida, and was then ordered 
to Oharkston, S. 0. While at this port, he had access 
ii& the law library of B. C. Presley, Esq., and improved 
his leisure time in reading. He then resigned his Oom- 
muuAon in the army, in the Ml of 1856 ; was admitted 
to tiie bar in 1857 ; and settled in Syracuse, where he 
now resides, and where he is engaged in the manufac- 
ture of salt. He never held any civil office previous to 
his election to the present Legislature, and has necessa- 
rily never had any experience in political affairs. Nev- 
theless is a man of good, sound judgement, together with 
uprightness and integrity of purpose, and will doubtless 
prove himself an invaluable representative. Mr. Slo- 
eum was married in February, 1854, to Miss Olara A., 



daughter of Israel Bioe, of Cueno^, Madison oomty, 
N, Y., and eonlbiee kkdMlf tono partietiai drardiinkk 
attendance upon religious worship. 



JACOB L. SMITH. 

Mr. Smith is % natiye of Germany, and was bom in 
1886. He came to this eonntrj, with his fareirtSy whon 
only aboat thuee years of age, and settled in, tito eitf 
of New York, where he has always rinee resided. .Ma 
reoeiTed a goodv eommon BngHsh ednoation; has been 
engaged in the moManiite bnsineas for some time ; and 
ia a pretty shrewd bnsiness num. Bie has been a mem^ 
ber of the Ooaunon Oouneil of the eity of Now Yotlr, 
and has alw^ra been an aeti've politioian aoA a' sealoas 
Bemoomt. Be was Ohainnan of the Standing. Ooi^ 
mittee on Bxpenditnaes of the Ezeentive Bepartaent^ in 
the Assembly <tf 1858^ and was returned* to A4 pMwiit 
Hovse by a ms}oiAty of over fire hmrired; Beiaindttai 
trioQS and attentiy« in the disohaifge of his dMer; 
attends the Dntdi Setomed ehtroh; and haa jmft 
entered into matrimonial allianeo. Bresy meavber wM 
doubtless reeoUeet Jake Smith long after the LegisiatvM 
shall hare adjonmed, and many of his fegiidatiTe assv- 
eiates returned to pditieal 



JEREMIAH SNEIiL. 

Dr. Snell was bom on the 5th of May, 1817, in the 
town of Palatine, Montgomery oounty, N. Y. Ho hi 



o^CFemsB d«80eiit| and' hni fktiier, Oeorge L Sn^fi; 
tvko setrved^ witli distiaotloii, A6 a Otf|>t«B in th« war of 
1812, iji still living on the finrm on whieb he Was boni« 
His grandftkliier, j4Mcob Snell^ n^as bom in that town 
abont ike jew 1760^ and his great^grandfiither was 
Idlied in the E^oIatfoD,. in which his maternal grand- 
father, Joseph Wagner, abp aotiyely partieipated. Dt, 
Snell received a eommon sehool- ednoation, and in 1839 
attended the liedioal College, at Fairfield. The next 
jmst he pmnraed his medieal stndim at Geneva, and 
plwetaeed his profession, saeeessfolly, in his native place, 
from 1841 till 18^, when he removed to Port Jackson, 
w4bre he now resides. He held< the posi^oh of Post 
Uagtiev ftom 184A till 18M -y was Ooroner from 1^64 
ftlSb '67, and Supervisor from 1856 till 1867. Be was 
always a Whig, of Ae Natvimal, €onsexvative ^amp, 
Ml 1864^ when he became an American, and hat always 
sfeee been an actrre, aealoas, and'ininential member of 
AatF party. Ble ha» been very snooessfid in hii9 profes* 
tioatik caapeer j and is* looked npon as a high mihdsd', 
atraight I6rwai<d, wor^ man, who f eprMents his dis* 
Met In the Aesembly,. with credH; to himself ais woU as 
Vm coiu»titn«aey. "D^. SktM ww Mtrried on the 1st of 
Vftbranry, 1848, te Hkff H. J. Ide, of Fort JaoiWBv 
wd attendff the 'BtAekt Kefrnttsd chnrA. 



CHARLES S- SPENCER. 

Mr. Spencer lis dettbtless tbe most effective impromptu 
epeaker in the present Assembly. He is a fine rhetori- 
eiim ; speaks fluently and freq[aetttly, withont any ekbo- 
fate preparati'on ; and throws that deliberate excitability 
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and impreiriTe emniMtoeM inlo bui laagoage, withottt 
wliieh there le bo> xeel eleqvMoe. He k, sleOy &iililiil 
and mdustrioue in the diecluurge oi liis duties, being 
MidoA tsond nbeeat §nm Us Met in the He«ae» and Ids 
eonstitaenis may well eengratolate tibemselTes nfon 
Imving sneh an eAeient and pepnkr represMitatiTe ni 
tlie State O^itoL 

Mr* Speneer was bem en Ae 13ik of Febmary, 1824, 
in Ithaea, Toaqdons eou^y, N* Y*, e pleasant littl^ 
¥illa§e« fennded by tbe kte Sonreyor General* Simeon 
Pe Witt. . He is a son <rf tbe Hon. David B. Speneer, 
wbo died in. 1866, and wbe oewyied ndistii^ished and 
inftneatial peaition in the State, for many yean» as In- 
speeter of State Prisons, and the editor and pro^ietQr 
of the Ithaea CknmffiU^ dnmig some thirtj^fonr years. 
Mr* Speneer gradaated at Williams College, Mass^rin 
1844, with <Mie of the first honors ot his elaas, and wm 
admitted to the praetioe of the law in 1847. In 1850, 
he remoTod to the eiiy of Kew York, to fiU a positi<Hi ia 
the Onstem Hewsoj, and has been sneeessf vlly fiigi#efl 
there ever sinee, in the praotioe of his j^^^sssioa^ Up 
to thb time, he has been ea^ployed in many oases^if 
pobUe and priTate interest, and among othera, was pee- 
jmnmit in that in which John Dean obtained «* his ow& 
Hary Ann." Mr. ^eneer mw loneriy a Whig, tUl 
the inauguration of the B^nbliean movement, sinee 
which time he has been an acUve and lealons member 
of that party. He is a brother of Spenoe Speneer, .who 
now holds a position in the OomptroUer's Department, 
and has a wide circle of warm personal and political 
friends. He was married in 1849 to Miss Cecelia 
Adelaide Loomis, of Auburn, Cayuga county, who ia a 
niece of Dr. Edward Loomis, the able representatiye in 
the House from the Second District of Oneida county. 
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HEKRY W. SFEEf CIK 

- Mr. Speaetr was htmt en iim IMi of NoT«mber, 
1 W9, hi the ieim of WatevliiiTj, Neir Hsvion oouBly, 
CkmoE. He iff of Bi^^h ckioonH, and U» iktker, Anool 
SpoBcer, who died ia 1L860, wu, also, * satihro of tkai 
oowitj* Liko moot motMuiuM imb, Mr. SfOBOor, was 
odaoaled ia the eomttOB aelioob of Us nafciTi Sialo^ 
wmA was esgaged, inr » yoviod of ]p0af% ia aioroaiilila 
ywsnits. Ho oamo t« New Toik ia 1842^ md soUkd 
i» tho towa of Br^tMUtm^ Valtoa oooatj, .wlioro ko is 
BOwsaoeoBsftAy OBgagodiatkokmbor tradis. HoMd 
As offoo of BopBlj Skoiiff ia Us aatfro ooBaty frsBi 
1888 ^Oi, 1841 } waa elodted a JTaslioo of Ao Poaoo 
wlMro ko aow rosidos, in 1848, aad has jast ooauaoaood 
B-foarth lona ia tibai posiiioa. Ho was a SaforTisor« 
dariag the joars 18»a, '57, aad *M, aad stiH holds llio 
oftoo, aad in 1864 aad '66 was a JTaslioo of tho Coast 
af Sossioas ia Vidtoa ooaaty; Mr. Spoaoor wasalwajfa 
a lealoas Whig froaa 1881 till tikat party woat oat of 
oaisloBoo, whoa his stroag oonsorTatifo Tiowst on all 
BMiton oi Stato aad National poUej, at oaoo, led hiai 
tato tho AaMffieaa ivgaaiBaiioB, whovo ho has always 
sbkoa heoa aa aaooaiproniBttg aad iatelligoat sapportor 
of tho distiaotiTO priaoq»los of that party. He is a 
Buuoi of stroi^, praotioal ooanaoa sease, aad althoagh 
^et aad aapreteadiag, is oao tho most sabstantial 
mea ia the Hoaso. Ho was aiarried ia tho f$\\ of 
1846, to Miss Slisa H. Boseher, aadattmis the Pres- 
hytoriaa ohar A. 
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PATRICK S. STBWARI, 

Hr. Stewart k probafclj Ae most imposiiig sad allmo- 
ttT« lookmg BUI in the Hoviie, bdng WNnewluit Moir 
tlM medium kdght, with a etoiiti ieshy , well formed bod j ; 
ftkrge, weU-belanoed bead, wMtened wttk ike enowe of 
many wistera ; a finmk, koMst, goodHmlmed, dignUad 
eeiwiteiMiiee ; aad ia wdl ederiated, aa ke aita eabi^ 
mid qvieily ameiig kia legialalife eempeera, to atriko tim 
moat eaawd obaenrw aa being one of nature's noMemes* 

Mr. Stewart waa bem in Angmit, 17f 1, in Sdinbwghg 
Seotlaad, and ia, tkerafbre, one of ike eUbat men in4lm 
Legialataie. Ha ia of genuine, mimta:ed - Seotek dih 
•emit, and Ua p a te rn al graadiktker was a Seotek High- 
lander, and a rebel m 1746. JB& maternal gnwad fcti mr 
waa in King George tke Tiiifd'a aamy, in eppoaitienla 
ike Pretender, and kia fOker, Datid Stewart, wko died 
many yean ago in Danbury, Oonn., waa a poor, koneot 
man of aupeiior ekaraeter. Mr. ^ewari reeeired aa 
aoademieal edueation in London, and oame to Ammrtoa 
nearly fitly yearn ago* Snb a e qn a nt ly, kia paranta eame 
over, and aettled in Danbmry, Oonn., wkeiuf tii^ re aid o d 
till after kia fiitker'a deatk, wkenkia mothea removed 10 
JTeieraon oounty, N. Y«, wkeie ake liTod tke renmindar 
of her daya. He kaa been an inllnenttal raaident of 
tkat oounty, during ike gr e a te r portion of kia life, and 
kaa for many yeara been tke agent of an extenmre bmd 
estate, in that aeotien of tke state, formertf belonging to 
tke late James Le Ray De Okaumont, and now tke prop- 
erty of his son, Y. Le Ray De Gkaumont. He is, also, 
agent of the heirs of the late Franois Depaee, of tke 
oity of New York, and is well and faT<Hrably known 
tkrougkout Jefferson and Lewis eounties. 



Mr. Stewart was P«st llaater 8Mi« fire years, abost 
twenty years ago, aad lias been Pnesident of the yiUage 
eorporation of Oartbage, wkere ke now resides. He, 
ait present, oeeapies the pesitm of Svperrisor of Us 
4eWB, and ooves to tbe AssenUij by a n^ority of OTtr 
sit Irand^d. In pelitios, be bas always been an Ant^ 
Demoerat, voting linr Rate King, lor Qovemor, in 
|Mref<Nr«iee to Daiiel 9<. Tonpkins, and for JobnQninsf 
Jtiaais for Ptesid^t, in frefevwMe 4e^ Cren. Jaeksan» 
mA in 18M was a a e aksM sappoiter af tbe eUams of 
6eL Frononi to tbe Prestden«f« fie was, also* sir 
ardsnt ndiMner of Bety Olsy, and bas eaqiressed tbn 
hope tbat be migbt be able. to lire toaee tbe day wbift 
W sbatt bare tbe opportnn^ of TOting for Mr. Sewaid 
for President. Mr. Stewart was married some forty 
«dd years ago to a Freneb lady, and attends tbe Metk- 
«diit Spise^al ehweb. 



DAVID B. ST. JOHN. 

' Mr. St. iJdbn is anatire ef Sa wt eg a eou^y, N. T«, 
wkefo be was bom on tbe Otb of Jannary, 1808. 1S$ 
folher, Benjamin St. Jobn, wbo was of Snglisb desoeni^ 
4M near tbe eity of S^eneetady, on die 9tb of Majp, 
1816. Mr. St. Jabn is enj^batioaUy a self-edneated and 
self made man, baring a tt en de d sebori only a few mon^ 
after be was eleren yearn of age, and bas mostly fbl" 
lowed tbe ooenpsAkm of a former, altbengb extensirdly 
engaged in snrreying, during tbe past ten or fifteen yean|. 
Be is a man of sonnd sense, and a good matbematieal 
nnnd, and bas, also, transaoted oonnderable legal busir 
ness, daring tbe past fow years. He bas filled yariona 
town offices ; was Snperyisor from 188& till 1845, and 



$$ 9ajA eA tin y p riH w i of » Jnrtiod: of lit» PoMe Mine 
•fteen yetff; Ho wot »ambb«9r off ihm OonotittttfoiMil 
flhrnyentiott of 1846, Mftd oeovpiod o-promitteni Mid initt* 
OMtial poRtiov IB tho LegMbtarv of ]|M0> HoalMyg 
fi»tod tho Bomoofalio liobty till Ao &tt of 184&, wImi 
Ikii portyt Ml hio jvdgBMiit, abudOBod somo of ito oo»- 
dbal prinoi^os, iiid wlMm ke bcttomo • ilowiicli, f o arl o M^ 
Md indofoiideBt BopabHoMi. lie woe eleole^ lo Ike 
Oioi ko aoir oo on w e o bj » sMjorilff of eomo* ftro^kwi^ 
4fod, nd 10 • flMtt of l«i«eiieo.ooid U§k rotpedtttiUif 
■0 Oieogo oovnl^y whoto w, lendeew Iv* 84^ Jeibi .inii 
Mitil in MSa to Mam PoDy ftiiingg a^d wnHp ^ 



EDWARD SUTDAM. 

Mr. Ssydom ie o mofoboatt redldiiig ei Boodonl, 
Vbter oonBtf, otto of Ao 9oa«Mf»(l alroiig^lioldi im 
Ikot oounty, aad ewnos to ilio Logialotiupo b j only one 
bmdired ead rissty-oigbt: mojoritf* Ke iettlie eoc o o geo r 
l»tbe Howe of Aio Hob. Ford^I*. htSm^oM ot tW 
iftoet popidftr yoBBg bmh itt HiBt body ki 186S| «ad WM A 
flionber of tlio Aoeombly iB 11843. Ho ba^ elivafB 
kooB a ]>6n»oerat, bvt bae BOfor tadMB a Tory aetiio 
|part IB poKtioo, aad bae einply oooapied A» poeifeHi 
of a quiet, aad eomewbaf obrnmre bibb, ib tbe oomiB- 
Bity IB wbicb bo reeidai. Ho^ io btiifOOBf Hirty aad ^/kif 
yoare of age, aad attonde to bio dBliee ib tbo Hoboo 
ifaietly, indintrioaBly, and to tbo boot of bb abili^. 
iEe is strictly boBoet -— a inU neanag nan, bai bae 
erfidently sot llie lAiliiy ekber to dooteiff tbe Legiel»> 
tare or astomeb tbe Nation. 



I 
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JAMES 6W££NfiT. 

Jaaes Sweeney wjui bern on the U of J3^pteii4br, 
1681, in the Tilli^ of Tonfbwandft, Niegirft oountj, |f« 
Y., and U the jo«i|g<»i son of the late Jmms Sweeney, 
Seq., an early piooeer <d Weaiern New York. His per 
iernal anccstora were Irieh^ and hie niatemal, Da^b^ 
and ranked Among the eadieatand oUeelaetfLers ottjm 
9ity of New York, fib &ther, who died in TonawaAda 
ia 1850, waa an estaiuiye land holder at 4hat jp]aoi|» ji 
fonneetioB with hia-hiDOtheiiy^ihe late Ool. John Bw^n^jf^ 
who eerved in the war 4>f ISlSf and who f^renewtirf 
I^iagara county in ihe lower branch of the Legialatnist, 
dnrui^ the years 18^« ^t and '44. fie ie, alaoi, .a 
nephew of the late William Yanderroort, who at lliia 
time of his A^tt^ in October, 1358, ^ms a membfir of 
the Pemocratijo Bt^te Central Comnuttee from t)le 
JSif^h Judicial 4iitriioj^ of this St^te, MffA w)m> w^ 4m 
nf the Jaading PeaiopKaMi of Western New Yov^. 

Mr« Sweeny iseiQevrpd jfk good foadepnical ftincatiAih 
md in 1854 to^-lihe finanoii^ehi'ge of jJ»e flouring mMJb 
nt Tenawanda^ bakmgiag to his brother, John Sweeny 
la^]r ieqeased, Md bas always been epicbi^iTely a bwp- 
Mss man, this JiHeiaf his ifirst appe/Mnane^ in pnbUo Vffh 
fie hasi, jiownyac* Jaot been ap inatt^tiye obs«t?!er dtt)^ 
mrdinaif cpmae of political events, and wiis a j^vm^ 
niMiber of the Bepnbliean State Gopsrentioii in the fipjj) 
pf 1858. He was ^oted to his .present ppsitiqipi I9 ♦ 
large majority, and is a yonng man of promise and JH|^ 
vespeotabiHty in tbe aeetion of the State where he 
lesides. He discharges Us daties honestly and fiutk- 
folly, and will no donbt proVe himself an excellenl 
legblator. 
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CHARLES THOMAS. 

Mr. Thomas is a native of Paanesburgh, Schenec- 
tad J county, N. Y., where he was born in 1814. fifis 
great grandfather came to this country from Wales, 
and settled in Kinderhook, Columbia county, where 
the father'of the subject of this sketch, Isaac Hiomas, 
who is still living, at the age of ser^nty-nine, was 
mibsequently bom. His grandfather died in Mont-' 
gomery county, and his mother is still living, at the' 
age of seventy-five. Mr. Thomas was educated in i 
dommon school, and learned the carpenter and joiner 
trade, at which he worked about six years. He th^ 
engaged in the mercantile business in the city at 
Schenectady, and remained so engaged, there and 
diBewhete, for some twelve years. He was, also, tvt 
tiie same time engaged in various other business enter* 
prises, and followed fkrming some four years. 'Besides 
Justice of the Peace, he never held any prominent 
public position, till his election to the present House, 
but has always been quite an active politician. Hd 
was formerly an old line Whig, adhering closely to 
the fortunes of that party till it adandoned its organ^ 
tlon, when he became a KepubKoan. He is attentiti6 
in the discharge of his duties, being always in his place 
On the floor of the House, and is a capable representao 
tlve. Mr. Thomas was married in 1839, to Miss Bar^ 
bara Ann Oreeg, and attends the Dtlteh Beformed 
church. 
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DIBTMUS THOMAS. 

Mr. ThoiauB was \wu m ike 24th of May, 1812, 
clcoe by the tomb of Baron Steuben, at the foot of 
Starr's Hill, in the town of Stenben, Oneida county, 
N. Y« His father emigrated, with his parents, from 
Wales to Philadelphia, Peon*, and in 1796, while senr*^ 
ing on board an Amerioan ship, engaged in a trading 
Toyage with England, was taken prisoner by a British 
ship of war. He was then compelled to fight against the 
French, who were then the friends of his adopted country, 
and during his serriees under the British, had his right 
ki; taken off by a oann<m ball, just aboTo the knee. 
After his recovery, he returned to America, and in 
1812 emigrated to Steuben, Oneida county, N. Y.» 
where he is stil^liTing, at the age of eighty-six. He b the 
only person now living in the United States, who receiyes- 
a pulsion from the British Goyemment, although receiv- 
ing nothing from the goyemment of the United States^ 

. Mr. Thomas received a common school and academt- 
cal education, and although educated Ibv the medical 
profession, engaged in the mercantile trade-, which he 
Buoeessfully foUpwed somo years* He is now chiefly 
employed in the real estate business^ and is an active, 
correct, business man. He has held various- town offices, 
including Town Clerk, School Superintendent and Com- 
missioner, and has been a Magistrate for more than nine 
years. He is now serving his third term, as Supervisor, 
in the town of Remsen, where he resides, and was 
elected to the present House by i^ maj<Mpity of nearly six 
hundred. He was formerly a Democrat, but supported 
Mr. Van Buren in 1848, and is now a RepnbUean. He 
has always been an active politician, having served in 
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▼Ariotis Bute and National OoiiTentioiuiy and is a man 
of great penonal and ydhical poymhattj, wlitrever be 
is known. Hr. Thomas was married in 1835, to Bliss 
Lydia, dM^hter of tfio Ker. Wat. &. Pieroa, lata '6f 
Steuben, aod ^in 1852, married kis ^^eaeirt exoelleni 
lady, Miss Bliaa Ckyiiks, of PkiladdphiA, Penn. fie 
nsoaUy attends >ike Hetliodisi ehoffch ; and entertaiiis 
strong Tiewa ia fivror of iemperanae in all tUngs. 



AiroREir THOMPSON. 



Mr. TkonpBon mm %Mi In 1808, in «he imm ef 
Jiaekflon, WaskingtMi Mnmty, N. Y. fie ia of Sotoels 
Irish, and Bn^^ desoeni. His ancertois 4Mrts«led te 
thai oonniy imu^ ymm 4ige, nnd U« iMUPents, boA of 
wkom wremeiw dead, ^sore, ilio, nnttres eC Ikat-et^oalyv 
Hia grandfctiker was « sddier in the Kevotntion, nnd 
serfod wink diatmetion aft the baMe of Saratoga. Mr 
Thompson was edneated in n oommon aeiioel, and kas 
always boennihrmer, as was, also, hia f^thor bofovo 
ym. iBe'kas9i4daQiBoii&iflq^rtant tewn^oes, and 
has ariaen as ki^ 4n niilMary distinotion as CMonel of 
the 114th B^pment «ff New York ftsto Militia, 
whioh poaMon he has snoeessfoUy oeonpied some m 
years. He was alwi^s an old lioo Demoorat till tho- 
organkation of the BopnbKoan paerty, nnd has been * 
somewhat aetiTO and inlnential poHtioian in ^the town 
where he rosides. Mr. Thompson is n <fniet and indns. 
ttions representatiTo, and discAiarges his duties in te 
House with intelHgenoe and efteiettoy. fie was^nwnied 
in 1840, to Miss EMa Stephens, and bdonga to the 
Dnteh Beltaned oknvdi. 
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TSEODORE £. TOMLiNBON. 

Mr. Tomlinson ur luuTeetgUf :tmio«ded to ^be Ae moii 
fimshed and impressiye orator in either branch of the 
L^islatnre. He is a man of sound judgment, a pro- 
ftnnd logical jttind, a yiyid and isorreot imaginatioli, and 
strong, pathetio feelings, and wh^eyer he speaks it is 
none of the stolid vehearsel axid joint'^ock oratory 
which not nnfrequently turn the House into a mere reci* 
tation xoomj iMit it is the ireal ^oqimoe of aiatare, 
Iwnnding fortb, in boU, dahoretef m1 poede laognaga, 
&4Qm the yeigr soul of its author, eleetrifpng Us hearess^ 
aod sending iuune to their hsMts md madstlhe ifmrfa. 
tiUe con^riotion^of the <4nit)i<aiid ayhbtopMitSH rf A^ 
eamse in nhieh <he ifeaku* 

Htp TomUnson ^^esides in th« Af af Nov ¥oKk, 
where h» htm heeii siMieeflsfidlj i^niffigii in the frftctiee 
of the law for some yvans. He is ahoaml tntAjJ^ jeani 
of age, iMi»d his paternal anMStars weee originally fcan 
Norway, from whenoe they eame to this oou^ry ahmit 
the b^gUttiii^ of the last oentnry. Be enjoys a hi|^ 
dflgree of personal and politieal pcqpiilsxity, and ooonpea 
a deservedly high rank in hb profe88i<Mi. He was Cor- 
poration Attorney <^ the city of New York from 1844 
till 1847; wasformerly a Whig, joidMi ardimt frirad 
am^^mirer of Henry Clay, in whose behatf he took die 
Btu^p^in the campaign oC 1844 ; and is now acting widi 
^ Pemocrats, although strongly s^^pathiamg with the 
Bepubliean moyement, after the old Whig pai^y had 
gone out of existence. He is a man of sinqple habits ; 
iff courteous and dignified in his general deportment; 
attends to his duties promptly and iutfaMly; is mom 
inclined to listen than to speak; ia kind h ea rt e d , frank, 



•tottght-forwftrd, and isdepeBdeiil ; tad is <Hie of die 
moat Ulonted and sellable men in ilie House. Mr. 
Tomlinaon is married, and oeonpiea a kigh position in 
social, as well as in pid»lio lift* 



FANKLIN TtJTHILL. 

Dr. Frank TirtkiU, as he is popdarly oaUed, wiui IxMi 
on tlie 8rd of April, 1^2, at Wading Bitot, SvdIeHt 
eonnty, on tlie east enS of Loi^ Island. He is of E^p 
lish descent, ilioogi his ancestors ircre ankong llio Tory 
irrt setdeis on ttet Island* He entered college wMm 
only fonrteen years of age, and graduated in his cig^' 
teentli year. He then studied medkine', and gradnatednt 
tlM New York Unnrcrnty, in 1844, nfler attending tiro 
foil oonrses of lectnres, giTcn by Mott, Retire, Draper, 
and the distingnished eorps who, smne ten yeurs ago, 
taoght medioine in the mty of New York. He com- 
meneed practice within a week after gradnation, al 
Sonthold, sitoated en the nor^^MU^rn'Cnd of his native 
island, and continued nt it with success for seyen years. 
Daring this time he was continued, though in a strong 
Democratic district, for ^Ye years, as Town 8uperi&ten- 
dent, to which position he was appointed by a Democratic 
Board of Supervisors. 

In 1850 Dr. Ti^hill was eleted by a handsome major* 
ity, to represent the First Airaembly dislrict in his nath^ 
county in the State Legislature, he being the first 
Whig, with a single exception, oyer sent to Albany from 
thiA ancient stronghold of the Democracy. He will be 
longest rem«nbered, in his early legislative career, far 
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kk cMmMiion wUk ihtAoMkorj of i^% Free Selieol Aet 
wbich was passed that jear, and fi>r hk efforts to pre>« 
rent the repeal of the act for the registering of births^ 
marriages, and deaths. 

The Legislature, owing to the action of the i>emo« 
<^atic minority in the Senate, to prevent the oanal polioj 
of the Whig maj<»'itj, held a summer session that year. 
Party spirit never ran higher, and the Doctor joined 
freely in the debates^ in whiA he lacks neither fiaency 
nor force. He strove very hard to get through a bill 
legalising the dissecti<m of the human body. During the 
two sessions it passed each branch of the Legislature. 
but it was vielentij assailed by the city delegation, and 
lumbered with so many amendments by them that it was 
lest.. The diecussion it then roMved, however, prepared 
the public mkid for it, and it was passed without modi 
f ppo»tioa, * year or tw^ later* At this extra sesstmn, 
the Doctor's lei^thyi«p<^ upon a whimsieal petition to 
make Ueediag in niedical practice a penal offsnce, elicto 
ted a good deal^ fii attentiea. It was marvelously 
enjoyed by the regriars, and handsomely abused by the 
irregulars; indeed it had the honor to be more slash* 
ingly than Mj revkwed in Aiea s a ce ee ding numbers 
of an SngUsh Quarterly — an organ of the Ghrono* 
Thermalists. 

While still repreeentiag Svffolk county, Dr. TuthiU 
lemoved to New York eity» with the intention of con« 
tinning his professional practice there. But after one 
year's praetice he'^passed into the editorial corps of the 
New York Daily Timu, under the lead of H. J. Ray- 
mood, an empkyBieBt ininitefy moM congenial to hn 
tastes* 

During the last three years he has held the respoasi- 
ble and kborious position of eify news e#tor crif the 
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PfajsicAlIy tbe Doctor is not alsrge mm^ 1m nhmfB 
mQOjB good lieakh, bmg pmrtioidniy fbiid of a long 
ipalk, luid Anrapnkoslf a teetolalor. Reiigtoniiy ho to 
a Prooby terian, and we beliere he mm thB lay r^ro- 
•o&tatiFo of dbo Long Island Presl^tary I6r t«ro snoooi^ 
iivo yoara in 4h« Genond Awamtly at JNuladelfliia aat 
SotBoit. 



AU<JUSTUS VAK <JORTLANDT. 

Mr. Yan Oortlaadt ma l>ini in 1836, k tt» ol(y^or 
Kear York, and ia, oanto^BMitiy, iMrif^4m> yoiii 'oi 
iga^ His &tkor comoimd ito ¥adwra,. Woa t o ii ofl l i e 
oamyty, in 1840, wkoae 4o 4odr pOMOiaNn of am o«ta*# 
boqaoaJdiod to tho^anibjoiA <of ^tklaakotdi, by a iaat<Mraia 
ando, whoae namo be asaoaMd, ibyan aat^f 4lie Lo^i^n^ 
iue, in aooordanoo with like so^pwoBMnta of Ws uneto^i 
wSL Hia &tker, arheao naoM k fidwacd H. BiU>y, ani 
«dio.is a w^ kftowii ^^FUcian «i ^bo city of Now Yoxk, 
18 ;atill residing At Yoakora. 

Mr. Yan Cortlandt received a olaspioal edoaatioa, and 
flbortly afier ite oom^dation, onterad |t lOOOtttiBg booso 
on Pine streot, in his awtiFe^etty, wlwre bo ronaisfod 
iUl the age of twesEi^onOt when he eata%Iiahod hiinaelf 
in Wall street, as a bsdEer. Jlo aanlbinod ki this baai* 
ness about ft^e yearsy wbsn -be aaaniod a sister ^ ikh 
present ifottidi Consid for North aosd South easoMaat 
and removed to Yonkers, where he still resides on ^bia 
estate. Ho baa brid^overal tows ofioaa bn ^kut town ; 
is now Saporviaori 4Uid iwfa liantod -to ifco j^WMOfl 



JUmmMji mtkVmom ^mtfcble •! ilto Bettoenito m4 
AiienetM of hb dbtriet^ He bM always been a 
ateraiglM^ fonrnrd !Demoorat, aiicl, wHhia late jcNiiv, Ium 
tak«Q ((Hte an aotm and inilieiitial part is polities. 
He oeoufiea hh pveseiit poiitioii with dignity, firmnead, 
andkitelMgeiiee, and is euiaeiitljfutMd to the intereata 
el these whem he represents in the Legielatiire. He ia 
1^ i^eatryaaaa ia the Preteatant Bpiaeopal etrardi, and ia 
m^mmt of oqperior inonA wwrth. 



BURT VAN HORN- 

Ife Taai Bontwaa horn ia^ tho t#Wtt of Kewfane, 
Niag fura eouitj, N. Y. He ia of English descent^ and 
shoot Airty-siz y^ars of age. Hs was educated at the 
Xatoa Aeademjr, preparatory to entering college, and In 
Ae winter of 1846, beoaate a stadent in Hadison Unl. 
▼eraity. Hif health fidKng, he was oompelted to abandon 
his stndtea, and made a trip to the South. He is now a 
fcmer and nsnnfiMtiifer of woden cloths in his natire 
town. Ho iras a member of the tast House, attending 
olosely to his dutioa, but not particnlarly distinguishing 
himself. At the opening of the present session Mr. 
Tan Horn apparently resolved to make himself conspicu- 
ous. It is said he aspires to the leadership of his party 
in the House — ^an aspiration that has been the source of 
ft good many diarp jokes at his expense. The prevaiKng 
trait in his composition — a trait so marked, that it is 
apparent to the <* naked eye '- — is an over estimate of 
Umsolf. Hb bump of self-conoeit is wonderfully devel- 
Opod. Ho iff one of those gentlemen who occasionally 
ind their wuy into tho Ci^tol, indulging an extraya- 



fiMt ide» 4»f ibe kim Md gkrjr «f bemg w Ancniaf - 
iQMi. Mr. Ym Horn MTer foigete, fw a mooMBi, Hat 
be if a member, of die Legielfttare. Mr. Yw Hem 
eentiders ibai the eyes of Abe people ere upon bim ; 
wberefore Mr* Vea Honi eomeftimee readers bimaelf 
redioulous. Ne?ertbeleB0t Mr. Ymi Horn baa naaj 
good qualities. He is an boaeot, reapeeieble, w^rtby 
man. In tbe spbere wberein nature designed be sbonld 
walk be is well enongb, yet it eannot be denied tbai be 
is !kr better calculated to sbine in a woolen factory or 
potato field tbaa in tbe Couocil Gbamber of tbe Stste. 



JAMES O* VAN VALKENBURGH. 

Mr. Van Yalkenburgb was born on tbe 26tb of June* 
1819, in Gbatbam« Columbia county^ N. Y.t and is of 
Englisb and Dutc^ descent. His paternal aneestois 
settled on tbe banks of tbe Hudson,, near Stuyreian^ 
Landing, and subsequently remoYed to Cbatbam. His 
father, Jobn J. Yan Yalkenburgb, is stiJ} living« at an 
advanced age, and bas been a j^pminent and influei^ial 
man in that section of tbe State. Mr, Yan Yalkenburgb 
was ednoated in a common scbeol, and i^nt some tiifte 
at tbe Eiaderbook academy. He tben spent some time 
in bis father's store^ and bas since been engaged in 
farming and mercantile pursnita. He was President of 
tbe Columbia County Agricultural Soeiety, in 185S» 
and was elected to the seat be now occupies by oyer M 
hundred and fifty majority. His first yote was cast for 
Gen. Harrison^ for President, and be was Iklways a 
Whig till the dismemberment of that party, when be 
joined the Bepublioans. He is a man. of ability and 
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iaiatiieet Mgofiag an miiwii*l dtgree of porsonftl uA 
politieal pi^kokri^j in ColomU* conaty^^nd Ims already 
pioTen hunaatf an honest and fiiiilifnl repreeeniatiye. 
Mr* Van Yaikenborgh was married on Hie 18tk of 
September^ 1848, to Miss EveUne Wilbur, and, like the 
Qnaker, beUoTai in that religion wkieh teaohes that 
thiriytwo qnarls make a bodwl. 



ULYSSES WARNER. 

• 

Mt. Warner is a natlre of the town of Pkelps. 
Ontario county, N. Y., and b the son of John War- 
ner, wka was bonkia Massaokaaetts» and wko was one 
of the early settlers of that town. His fsther is still 
liting, at the adranced age of seyenty-eight, and his 
Slower, whose muden name was Susan Post, and who 
is a native ^ Sovthampton, near the east end of Long 
Island, is, also, liying at the ag^ of seyenty-four. They 
are both now Uying with the snbjeet of ^is sketch, at 
Orleans, in his nattye eonnty. 

Mr. Warner was bom <m the 7th of May, 1812, 
about one half mile east of the yillage of Orleans, and 
about sixty rods frMn where he now resides. He was 
educated in a c<mimon and select school, and was for some 
time a pupil of Judge Maryin, of Chautauque county. 
After concluding his education, he taught a short time, 
and then engaged, with his brother^ in the tanning and 
sl^oemaking business. He was afterwards engaged in 
the mercantile trade some three years, and then became 
a farmer, which has always sipce been his occupation. 
He has held yarious town offices where he resides ; was 
elected a Justice of the Peace when only twenty-one 



jmtB of 9g9i md WM 8«1b0M{«exiilj M^tthelad, lM»Miiig 
A« pofitMii mm% Ane jretMi. H« wm, aba; a JusHes 
of the Sosflknu, during the je«rtl855 and '66, aad 4Sm 
obai ged ike datiee of the <^ee wHh eredit to himeelf 
Mid latiefMtioa to the people of Ontario eonntj. Ha 
hail also, been qnite prominent in uilitM^ life, harii^ 
advanced as high as Colonel of hie regiment, and is, in 
every relation of life, a popular man. In politics, he 
has always been a Demoeral, of the old Honker sohool ; 
is a devoted disciple of the cause of Temperance ; and 
is a fair spesket, f reqaently takiBg Ae stomp in h&s 
town and district. Mr. Warner was married in I8869 
to IfiM Mary An Mee, who died is 1842, and in 1«8, 
he was aMrrisd t# hie peesest wife. Mise Blinn Aam 
Jenee. He atleide the Bi^lisl ehnfeh, to wUA W 
wifcbeleBgau 



RUSSELL WEAYBR- 

This gentleman belongs to that class ef men who 
quietly come into and go out of tile world, withont 
attracting any special attentien — a class of men of 
whom subsequent generations know but precious littie. 
Mr. Weaver is an honest fcrmer, residing at Browtt* 
vUle, in Jeiferson county, and was elected to the Assem* 
lly by over one thousand majority. He has been a 
resident of tbat section ef the State t(a some years ; is 
n man of some pers(»al infuenoe ; and is the successor 
of the Hon. Ckorge Babbitt, one of the most clever 
end industrious little Mlows in the last Legislature, 
He is a strong BepuMicsn, dining with unusual 
tenacity to the men and measures of that perty, and is 
cme of the most obedient political high privates in 



cAii maaomm* Mi 



«iili«r bnttdi of ike Legislatiure. Saooeis to Mr. 
Wsrner in Ui iogWalif • oaveer, for Im ovoidontly needf 
OBOovragemeni. 



WESLEY J. WEIANT. 

Mr. Woiuii if m tatiTe of HftTerrtraw, Bockbad 

ooimiy, K. Y., wkere ke wm bom in 1811, $iaA is of 

Krenek sad €knnui deaooiife. His anoestors wore among 

liio oarKesi soUleca ia ikai seoiion of ike State, and 

pavtieipated aotiTelj in ike struggle fw Amerioan Indo* 

pondenee. His fatker, Qeorgt Weiant, wko was a 

■Mhskanti dM in 1865, in Haverstraw, respeeted and 

koloi^ by all vko know Um. Mr. Wmant reoeiTod 

Botking more in tke way of an edncatios than an 

ordinary common sckooling, and at tke age of fourteen 

beeame a okrk in kis &tker's store. He is now engaged 

in tke masnfaofnre of krioksy and kas ab^rays sustained 

Hie reputation of an industrious and suooessftil business 

aMm. In 1867, ke was 8iqMrrfsori>f Ae town wkere 

ks resides, and was elected to tke present Legislative 

hy » eemfdimeatary majority. He was, also, a member 

of tke last Hovse, wkere bo beeapied an influentid* 

position OB ikt Stssndbg Oommittee on Engrossed Bills, 

and proved kimself a quiet, unostentatious, tbougk Indus* 

trious and efficient member of tkat body. He kas 

always been an old-faskioned Democrat of tke national 

stamp ; cast tkis finst Yote A>r €>on. Jackson, in 1882 ; 

and kas always been an active and influential politician. 

Mr. Weiant was married in 1886, to Miss Oatkarine 

Rose ; kas been a member of tiie Metkodist ckurck 

rfnoe 1842, and is a man of an exemplary private ekar. 

aeter. 
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BENJAMIN F. WIGGINS. 

Mr. Wiggins was born in 1829 in Qreenport, Suffolk 
oonnty, N. T., and has always since boon a resident of 
that county. He is a son of Benjamin Wiggins, wbo 
was of English descent, and who died in 1847, univer- 
sally respected as a high-minded, honorable, and useful 
man. Mr. Wiggins was educated at the Weisdeyftn 
University, at Middletown, OonneoUout, where he gradu- 
ated in 1853. He was educated for a teacher, and has 
been partly so engaged since leaving college. He was 
formerly a Whig, and cast his first Presidential vote for 
Qen. Scott in 1852. He became a member of tlM 
Amerioan party, at its first organisation, in his native 
county in 1858, and has always since adhered firmly to 
its principles, although eleeted to his present positimi bj 
a combination of Americans and Bepublieans, in his 
distriet. He ia a good speaker, nnd has not unfre- 
<iu6ntly addressed hk fellow-citiiens on the stomp and 
in behalf of the cause of Temperance. Although among 
the youngest members of the House* he is a man of 
talent and energy, and is doubtless destined to advance 
still higher in the scale of usefulness mud honor. Mr. 
Wiggins is still single, and attends the Congregational 
church. 



JOHN WILEY. 

Mr. Wiley was bom in Dalton, Berkshire county, 
Mass., on the 24th of December, 1794, and is, therefort, 
one of the oldest men in the Assembly* He is a son of 
Samuel Wiley, who was of Irish descent, and who died 
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in tlie town of Seyden, Lewis oonntj N. T., in 191$i 
and is the grandson of John Wiley, who was a native of 
Providence, Rhode Island, and who served as a Majof 
in the American army, during the Revolution. 

Mr. Wiley came to the State of New York in 1808. 
He was educated in a common school in his native State, 
and is now engaged in farming in Springwater, Livings, 
ton county, where he has resided for forty years. 
During the past two years he has occupied the position, 
at that place, of Commissioner of the United States Da^ 
posit Fund, and was elected to the Assembly by a ma* 
jority of over ihrei hundreds He was originally a Whig, 
but. since the dissolution of that party has been a mem^ 
ber of the Republican party. He is an influential man ; 
an active intelligent politician, and during the pasi 
thirty years, has had more or less experience in publif 
speaking. Mr. Wiley was united in marriage to Mbp 
Betsy Southworth, of Litchfield, Conn., in 1817, and in 
1828 married his present wife. Miss Julia B., daughter 
of Robert Hyde, of Virginia, and a niece of Gen. Robert 
Ooodloe Harper, of Baltimore, Maryland. He attends 
the Methodist Episcopal ohuroh. 



JOSEPH WILSON. 

Mr. Wilson is one of those quiet, observing, and 
unassuming men, who seldom &il to wield a heav][ 
influence among their fellow-citizens, and occupies % 
high rank among the most efficient and substantia 
members of the House. He is a native of the county 
of Dunehgell, Ireland, and is the son of James Wilsosi 
who died in that country about the year 1814. Mt. 
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ff ilson c&me to America in 1826, wikli kifl motlier, wlio 
died in 1842, at an advanced age, and settled in the 
tilj of New York. He reeeiyed a common scliodi 
education, and at the age of vevenleen, engaged in the 
marble cutting business, in the city of Brooklyn, where 
he has since resided. He has, since then, be^i ezten- 
aively engaged in that occupation, and has been an active 
and successful business man. He has held the position 
ef Alderman, in that city, some eight years, and, in 
1853, was Chairman of the Boards acting a short time 
as Mayor. He has, also, been a member of the Board 
of Education about ten years, and stands deservedlj 
Ugh as a man of inlhience and worth. He has always 
been an uncompromising Democrat, of the Hard Shell 
school, and for many years has been a member of the 
Democratic General Committee of Kings county. Mr. 
Wilson was married in 1834, to Miss Elisa Newell, and 
l^longs to the Dutch BefMrmed church. 



PETER WINTERMUTE. 

Mr. Wintermute is a native of Sussex county, N. J. 
and was born on the 20th of August^ 1806. He is of 
Dutch and partially xif IkigUsh dtiroent, and is a des* 
l^endent of one of three brothers who cnriginally came to 
this country ; the first of whom, the grand&ther of the 
iubjeet of this sketch, settled in Sussex county, N. J. ; 
the second of whom, settled in Canada ; and the third, 
in the valley of the Wyoming, where he and his family 
were present at the famous massacre, during the Bevo. 
lution. . His father^ Peter Wintermute, died in New 
Jersey, in 1837. 
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Mr. Wintermute receiTed a common school edaoatioa 
in Kis native place, and waa engaged in farming nntU 
after his father's death, when he embarked in the mer- 
cantile trade, in whidi he has been very successful. He 
never held any prominent pnbHo position till his elec^ 
tion to the present House, \mt Is a man of jud|^ 
ment, and will doubtless make an excellent representar 
tive. He was formerly a . Whig, and an ardent anil 
endiusiastie admirer of the gallant and patriotic day, 
but since the abandonment by that party of its orgad^ 
cation, has been a member of the Bepublican party. 
He haa had' some experience as a public speaker, and la 
one of the most popular men in Chemung county, whew 
he^now resides. Mr. Wintermute was married in 1811 
to Misi Bmeline, daughter of Deacon David Lane, tf 
Orange county, and is an anti-Hardshell Baptist 



WILLIAM WOODBURY. 

Mr* Woodbury was bom in Leicester, Worcester 
county, Mass., io 1796. His parents were of genuine 
Puritan stock, and their ancestors were, for a long 
period of years, residents of Sutton, Mass. His mother 
died in Bangor, Maine, in 1808, and his father, Aaren 
Woodbury, in Groton, N. T,, in the year 1840. Mr. 
Woodbury received his education, chiefly, in the coa- 
mon schools of hb native State, and being left an 
orphan, at the age of twelve, and the oldest of seven 
children, without any means of support, save his indus- 
try, he employed himself in various ways until he waa 
twenty-one years of age. He then removed into New 
York, and settled in Oroton, Tompkins county, where 
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h% taught school, during the winter, fo^ fire succeesiTe 
years, and in 1822 purchased fiftj aeres of land, since' 
which time he has been chiefly engaged in agricultural 
pursuits. He has held various town offices, including 
Supervisor, which he filled some ten years, and has 
btten a Justice of the Peace. He enjoys a high degree 
of personal popularity wherever he is known, and was 
elected to the Assembly by a majority of fourteen hun- 
dred. He was a Democrat till 1848, when he supported 
iSie claims of Mr. Yan Buren to the Presidency, and 
was a member of the Anti-Nebraska State Convention 
at Saratoga in 1854. Mr. Woodbury was married in 
1822, to Miss Louisa Baymond, of Athol, Mass., a 
most worthy lady of Puritanical descent, and has been 
% member of the Congregational church since 1882. 



CHRISTIAN B. WOODRUFF. 

Mr. Woodruff is a man of some legislative ability and 
influence, and hails from the city of New York, where 
he occupies the position of a clerk in the City Hall. 
He was elected to his present place in the Assembly by 
a majority of over six hundred and fifty, and is the sue- 
oessor of the Hon. Bichard Winne, a young gentleman 
of some importance in the last House. Mr. Woodruff 
IB industrious and energetic in the discharge of his offi- 
cial duties, and although hitherto occupying a compara- 
tively obscure position among his fellow-citizens, may 
gather a few laurels before the close of the session. He 
has always been a Democrat, but is not over scrupulous 
in his political views, and could easily turn his political 
coat, without any very serious compunction of conscienoe 
if his own private interests demanded the sacrifice. 
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WILLIAM A. YOUNG. 

Mr. ToTing is one of the most quiet, intelligent, 
industrious, honest, and popular men in either branch 
of the Legislature, and the people of the city of Albany 
may well felicitate themselyes upon ihe fact, that they 
have such an able representative in that body. 

Mr. Young is a native of the town of Berne, Albany 
county, N. Y., where he was born on the 5th of Decern* 
ber, 1816. He is descended from a family who settled 
on Long Island, long before the American Bevolution, 
and is a son of the late Bev. James Young, who was a 
Methodist clergyman of high respectability and infia- 
enoe in the neighborhood where he resided. He was 
educated for the law, and pursued his legal studies in 
the office of the late Tennis Van Yechten, of Albany, 
and acquired many of his excellent qualities from the 
example of that indefatigable, upright, and good man. 
After his admission to the bar, Mr. Young opened an 
office in Albany, where he has been successfully engaged 
in practice ever since. He has held the office of Becor- 
der in that city, discharging his duties with the most 
satisfactory success, and has always been a Democrat 
of the Anti-Lecompton stamp. His views and feelings 
on all matters of a State and National character are 
intensely conservative and democratic, and is entitled to 
much praise from the friends of Popular Sovereignty — 
the right of the people to govern themselves — for the 
bold and fearless manner in which he came forward, as 
the candidate, for his present position, of that class of 
voters who have repudiated the Kansas policy of the 
National administration. He possesses a large fond of 
general information, oa all' matters of a scientific, lite« 



nury, and political eliaraoter, and ia an inyalnabla maa 
in ike city of iriufih bo ia a naident* Mr. Young ia 
unmarried, and occupiea a lugh position in priyate aa 
well aa in publw life. 
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D. A. Manning, ••••••.••••• Albany Atlas and Argui. 

M. H. Rooker, •• Independent Press. 

Wm. H. Bogart, N. Y. Courier and Enquirer. 

C. T. Smith. • 



SM omoHM ov THi AamoLT. 



OFFIGBBS OF THB ASSEMBLY. 

Num. Ofice. Coanlfw 

William Richardson. . Clerk, ••••••• Alb^kOj. 

Com. S. Uuderwood,. JoonuJ Clerk, Cayuga. 

Lather Caldwell,. • • • Assistant Clerk,. . • • Bockland. \ 
Abel Godard, ••••••• Engrossing Clerk,. • • St. Lawreoeiw 

Laurtn L. Rose,. • • • • Senior Deputy, • • • • • Wayne. 

Philan. R. Jennings,. Junior Deputy,.. •• Suffolk. 
Jerome A. Lake,. • . • Asst. Journal Clerk,. liyingsWii. 

Franklin A. Knapp, . • Librarian, Jefferson. 

Henry Stines, •••••• Assistant Librarian, • Niagara. 

Daniel M. Prescott, . • Sergeant-at-Arms, • • Oneida. 

Geoige C. Dennis, • • . Doorkeeper, • Washington* 

Joseph Ball, « First Ast. Doorkeeper, Brie. - 

John J. Stevens, • • • • Sec. Asst. Dporkeper, New Yofk. > 
Charles D. Kaston,. . . Asst. Serg't-at-Arms^ Montgoni^fyi. 

Hugh Magee, Post Master, .•••••• Steuben. 

James H. Wild, • • • • Asst. Post Master, . • Colombia. 
George H. Knapp, . . • Doorkeeper, ladies gal. Dutchess. 
Henry B. Baxter, • . . Doorkeeper, gent's ** Oattaraugiw. 
Timothy B. Rice,. . . . Asst. Doorkeeper, • • Ots^o. 
J. Seymour Matthews, ** • NewYoik. 

Edward Johnson, ... " • . Delaware. 

Gurdon B. Taylor,. • • *' • • Orleans. 

Daniel 0. Cleyeland, . " • . Fulton. 

John L. Lake, •••••• *' •• Oswego. 

Mark M. Lewis, '' • • Albany. 

Glen y. R. Drum, • • . Keeper Ass. Chamber, Rensselaer. ' 
Yolney Eaton, •••••• Janitor, Herkimer. 



KEPORTERS. 

IfMM. Pkp«r. 

D. A. LoTien, . . . • Associated Press, ••»••••• Albany. 
George Dawson, . . Albany Evening Jonmal, • . Albany. 
B. K. Olmsted, . • . Albany Atlas A Argus,. • • • New York. 
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' Num. Paper. BeiUeiiM 

Philip Snyder, • • • Albanj SUtesman, Albany. 

Hugh J. Hastings, Albany Knickerbocker, . • • Albany. 
B. M. Griffin,. • . • Albany Standard,. ••••••• Albany. 

J. 0. Onyler, •••• Albanylxpress,... Albany. 

J. F. OleTeland, • • New York Tribune, New Tork. 

Alezaoder Wilder, New Tork ETcning Post,. . Kings. 
W. If. Gillespie, . • New Tork Express, •••••• New Tork. 

John Sharts, ..... New Tork Herald, Albany. 

Thomas T. Ererett, N. T. Commercial Ady., . . • New Tork. 
Edgar McMullen, • Brooklyn Evening Jonmal, Kings. 
John B. Stonehonse Elmira Daily Adrertiser,. • Albany. 

Geo. W. Bull, .... Buffalo Republic, Erie. 

W. W. Ohnbbock, Utica Morning Herald,. • . • Oneida. 
A. W. Mattioe, • . . Putnam Free Press ft others, Putnam. 
G. W. Bungay,. • . Central Independent,. • • . Oneida. 
Ansea G. Chester, Syracuse Journal, Onondaga. 
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260 ADYXaTISJUOUIXS* 



WM. D. MTJBPHT, 

ITTOmillllB {ODNmiOI IT iiv, 

No. 81 STATE STREET. 

'j 

a 

HaTUig begun the practice in all the Courts 
of the State of New York, will promptly 
attend to all business entrusted to his care, 
and pay special attention to collections iii 
aU parts of the State, at the most liberal per 
c^itage. ^ ^ 

BEFEBENCES. 

Hon. Tbuman Smith, New York Oitj. 

Hon. Samuel Lahm, Canton, 0. 

Gio. V. DxiYSRiOH, Esq., *« , 

Hon. John F. MoJilton, Baltimore, HdL . 

Hon. H. Winter Davis, « 

Hon. 0. B. Whxelbb, Sulliyan county, N. T. 

Hon. Geobge Y. Johnson, Albanj eo., ST. Y« 

Hon. S. A. Law, Delaware countj, N. Y. 

Jambs li. Tobbebt, Esq., New Orleans, La. 

Hon. H. S. FiTOH, Gkicago, 111. 

Hon. Thomas H. Glat, Lexington Kj. 

Hon. John Sandebs, Schenectady, N. Y. 

Danl. S* Wolfinoxb, Esq., Washington oo-^Mfr; 



AsynTisxiiairas. tn 

THE CHEIFEST BOffiSTORS 0^ ALBAM. 

SCHOOL BOOK DEPOT, 

MJX1> 

PATBi ?m mm m 

MA TSTUFA.CrrO^T', 
ITo, 73 STATIS 97., AXi^AUT* % T* 



FORCI«ll AMD MXESTiC STATHHIEftT, 

Of eVery desiv^tioa »t WHOLZSAtx and BjexaH'- 

FOBEiaN BOOKS IMPORTED TO ORDER. 

$68001 tISMSt (DOtC;, 



ASD 



COlISTANTJiY ON H4^NP. 
OF ALL KINDS. 

BINDINO- AND PRINTING-, 

Done in the neatest manner, and at the lowest rates. 

rartlMdMr «M«MI«rHiltolHattiS Hagutaiea, Ac. 
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ADYXBTISUnHTS. 



W. C. LITTLE & CO., 

LAW BOOKSELLERS, 



^/v^/Ww^/^/^^*w^/\«wv»> 



8eliMi*BBrewTwk 
KerBHi*k New 

BrtjT'g New 
§ftB<feri*a If ew 
Daer*tollew Y«rk 



Patge*s Chaaeery Beporta. 



OmkllBS^ U. S. Ainrinity. 
Vaa 8aatT*ori^ PleMtaifk 
HarA** Law of Ha^mm Corpm, 
Law*s PiBellee V. 8. Cowti. 
BeBe«cC*to ChrU A (Mm. TtmIIm. 
HbITi Towa A CMuty OSeera. 
Jlott<li Mew Tork Law af liea. 
Laws or Kew York. 
New Yevk nicest. 



Reports of Cases trgned and determined mtheBopreBMCoart of tbaStsAe 
of New York, duriag the years 1843, 1843 and 1844, iriiUe Judges NxLsoa, 
BaoRsoH, CowxH aud Bbaxdslst were Justices of that Goart, and Judge 
Dbhio and Hon. Nicbolas Hnx, Jr» Reporters. There not being soificient 
nomber of Cases to form Two Volomes, they are combined in One Ydame, 
fonaing a SmrrLMMJun to Hill*s It Snno's Rbfokts. 

Haw AXmSTDMSNTB TO THU OODV. IBM. 



BolM tD llM Oonn^ aadLMi tf Ife* VacM 

BBOOHD HAND LAW BO<»C8 FOR SALE. 



ALSO pom SALS ▲ vuu. AssomTMsirr of 

LEGAL BLANKS AND LAW STATIONERY. 



Law BookMllen, AlbMy, N. T. 
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